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A. STELLAR KEY. 


CHAPTER I. 

OF THE NATURAL AND THE SPIRITUAL UNIVERSES. 

'Tiie discovery and aniiomieeiHeiit of tliat wonderful 
and interminable relationship between tbe materia] 
universe and tbe spiritual universe — a relationship 
Ibunded in the immutable laws of existence, by which 
things visible are bound by the ties of fertile sympathy 
to realms of causation invisible — could not but astonish 
and delight the boldest poetic imagination, and excite 
the opposition and ridicule of tliose skeptics who rely 
for what they term ‘‘ positive knowledge,” upon the 
industry and testimony of tlieir five bodily senses. 

The discovery of the law of Gi*avitation, notwith- 
standing its far-stretcliing penetrations into the pro- 
foundest secrets and fixed operations of the great 
Positive Mind, was not a thousandth part as important 
and world-lifting as was the discdosureof an inhabitable 
and a really inhabited belt of solid s])iritualized matter 
in the heavens, adapted to the new bodies, and new 
senses, and new necessities, of men, and women, and 
children, who are born on this planet, and who unfail- 



G 


A STELLAR KKY. 


ingly withdraw from it tliroiigli the process called 
‘‘ Deatli,” 

Like thankful children, bending in reverential grati- 
tude beneath the unutterable glory of the (Central Sun 
— tlic throne, so to speak, of the all-loving Mother and 
omniscient Father of All — we approach the repositories 
of ideas and essences, and ask for such facts and such 
illustrations as (*an bo seen and admitted by philoso- 
phers and skeptics of the most materialistic habits of 
til ought. We seek for data in tlie recognized fields 
of positive knowledge, for scientific facts and recent dis- 
coveries in matter, whi(‘,h shall serve as stepping-stones 
for the millions, whereby they can, intellectually and 
rationally, gain a clear vision of spheres celestial and 
heavenly. 

The world-cheering discovery of the shining belt, to 
which I have alluded, has arrived by degrees; coming 
throiigli the hazy glimmerings of man’s intuitions from 
remotest ages; stealing with beneficent mvsteriousness 
through the ho])es of mankind ; seen like the light of a 
distant taper shining through openings in thinnest 
(douds; felt in the reasonings and wonderful generaliza- 
tions of astronomers ; beheld by the entranced poet and 
by the inspired artist as a permanent reaJHy beyond the 
starry coniines; contemplated by analogical reason ers 
as a capa('ious Existence — adapted to, and yearned for 
by the immortal mind — a world swimming somewhere 
in s])ace, where star or planet never rolled; demon- 
strated to the senses of spiritualists by ‘‘ sounds,” not 
uncertain, like the voices of distant waters heard through 
a landscape unknown, but didhict positloe^ telling 
of a home for you and for rnc in the solemn abysses of 
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Space ; aud, lastly, looked upon by the bright eyes 
of independent clairvoyants, who have discerned its 
(.‘onstitution, read its sublime mysteries, disclosed the 
grandeur of the planetary mecluinism, described the 
^‘llustrioll8 beings wIjo repose there in contemplation, 
and the thronging hosts, also, who, with human affec- 
tions and infinitely diversified attractions, people that 
substantial and eternal sphere, not built with hands, in 
the bosom of the heavens. 

The relationship and syrapatiiy l)etwoen the orbs and 
spheres of immensity — between this world of humanity 
and that better world of humanity arisen — arc recog- 
nized naturally and inevitably by man’s intuitions and 
reason. It comes like a gleam of glory sent into finite 
minds from the Central Sun ; and he is unreverential 
to truth, not to say wicked and dogmatic, who turns 
away from it with contempt. ‘^Man is immortal,” is 
the world’s afiirmation. ‘‘Is it otherwise possible in 
the government of the Universe ?” asks a writer. 
“ Shall the material thing, inorganic, inert, im})er- 
npient, move on in this wa>ndrous perpetuity ; and 
shall the soul which discerns its order and tracks its 
career, and detects its laws and speculates on its consti- 
tution, be swept away as nothing before it ? Shall 
unconscious matter last, while the mind, to which alone 
its functions are subservient, which interprets its mys- 
teries and reads them in the signature of God, vanish 
like the passing wind ? Shall the knowledge and the 
thoughts of men be handed down in endless genealogy, 
teaching and inspiring the soul of other times ; and 
shall the conscious creature which called them into 
being be blotted ignominiously from creation ? Impos- 
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Bible ! It c«aTinot be but tliat they, tbrougli the 
medium of whose tliought we now gaze at the shies, 
witness elsewhere tlie excellence of their past toils, the 
triumplis of their studious meditations. Surely the 
Ilea veils which they deciphered, they behold with eyes 
undimincd by age, and minds yet yearning, but in a 
spirit of profoimder adoration, to press forward toward 
vaster disclosures of the infinitude of God 

Looking fiir into the ages past, and making the labo- 
rious march of man’s history with regard to his acqui- 
sition of positive knowledge, I find accurate conceptions, 
more or less mixed with the rellcctioiis of superstition 
and the colorings of fancy, of the rcalHips pertain- 
ing to a higher s])hcre of human existence. At 
first it was natural for the individual mind to be nar- 
row in its conceptions, because its views were mainly 
derived from outward observations of the skies. But 
now, at an era when the human race is no longer in its 
infimc)', the individuahs reason can take in purer senti- 
ments and larger conceptions, derived from discoveries 
of those unchangeable laws and princijdes which sustain 
and regulate the stupendous combinations of infinite 
harmonies. The Intuition of })a,st gcmerations, like the 
totality of the lieason of those now living, gives out 
no conflicting testin ony on the jMmibllUi/ of 

an inhabitable S])here or zone of spiritualized matter in 
space, called recently the Summer Land. 

It is no dream, remember, but a demonstration con 
summated at the lower end of Ilerschers telescope, 
that scattered through the measureless expanse of blue 
ether, but in the very perfection of order and harmony, 
are groups of stars and systems of suns, occupying in 
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the heavens positions which are, to the unarmed eje, 
covered and filled witli only boundless fields of nebu- 
lae. Scientific astronomy, by its marvelous discoveries, 
l)as thus expanded men’s minds with respect to the fir- 
mamental magnitudes and planetary splendors of the 
material universe. The cosmogonies of illimitable 
space are fiist coming into popular education. It is 
now conceded, even by an thropomorpl lists and other 
unprogressive religionists, that instead of the earth 
being at tlie center of God’s universe, and instead of 
the doings and omissions of its denizens being tlie chief 
concern and per[)etnal misery of tlie entire Trinity, our 
sun and its planets belong to the Millvy "Way not only, 
but that tlie Milky Way itself is merely one communi- 
ty of suns and jdanets of an infinitude of similar sys- 
terr^s and communities that float and sing the songs of 
harmony, in the (Celestial atmosphere of the univercoe- 
liirn i ‘‘ Where are we, aftc^r all,’’ asks an astronomer, 
‘*buf in the center of a sphere, whose circumference is 
35,000 times as far from us as Sirius, and beyond whose 
circuit boundless infinity stretches unfathomed as ever. 
In our first conceptions, the distance of the earth from 
the sun is a quantity almost infinite. Compare it with 
the intervals between the fixed stars, and it becomes no 
quantity at all, but only an infinitesimal. Now, when 
the spaces between the stars are contrasted with the 
gulls of dark space separating firmaments, they abso- 
lutely vanish below us. Can the whole firmamental 
creation, in its turn, be only a coi-n(?r of soiru^ mightier 
scheme — a mere nehuJa itself ? Prolialdy Coleridge ia 
not in error: — ^ It is not impossilile tliat to some infi- 
nitely siqierior Being the whole universe may be as v>ne 
1 * 
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plain — the distance between planet and planet being 
only as the pores in a grain of sand, and the spaces 
between system and system no greater than the inter- 
v^als between one grain and the grain adjacent !’” 

The stupendous character of the truths thus fax 
unfolded by astronomy must act beneficially upon the 
human mind. But it is my impression that the resolu- 
tion of the nel)ula3 of immensity into millions of suns, 
with their attendant minor systems of inhabitable plan- 
ets and uninhabitable satellites, asteroids, and comets, is, 
notwithstanding its amazing, and engrossing, and over- 
whelming vastness and sublime beauty, nothing more 
than a look within the vestil)ule of the Eternal Temple ! 
The measureless systems of stai's and Fiiis, which roll 
and swim and eddy and waltz about in their harmonial 
circles, shine upon landscapes more beautiful, and ix to 
eyes more divine than ours ! 
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CHAPTER II. 

IMM JKTAL MIND LOOKING INTO THE HEAVENS. 

In accordance witli the imperious law of attraction — 
a law which is as ])alpably felt and manifested in mind 
as in matter — the tliinking powers energeti(;ally force 
their way througli space, and hnd a stand-point from 
whi(‘h tliey can contemplate tlic sublimity and reality 
of trail s-m lindane lands of human existence. The 
starry licavens awaken and invite the inmost, in tensest 
love of immortality. The deep-seeing ]>hilo8ophical 
facmlt ies of man’s Reason will not, because they can- 
not, sto}) with the limitations of the five senses. The 
principles of nature flow into the intuitions of the rev- 
erential, free, untramm(‘led student. They teach him 
to think industriously, and to march onward and 
upward ; and if he be conscientious, a devout lover of 
what is exactly true and exactly just, Nature will keep 
him within the legitimate sphere of logical reasoning. 

The Scottish philosojdier, who found true apprecia- 
tion after he had entered the societies of arisen human- 
ity in the starry heavens, Dr. Dick, when considering 
the possibility of a higher world of human life, says: 

But there are certain general and admitted principles 
on which we ma}^ reason, and there are certain phe 
noinena and indications of design exhibited in the struc- 
ture of the universe, from which certain general con- 
clusions may be deduced ; beyond such generalities I 
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ilo not intend to proceed, iiur to indulge in vain con 
jectiire.” 

From the magnitude and harmonious arrangenientH 
of the stellar universe, the philosoplier derived conclu- 
sions, that, on tlie planets in space, whicli circle around 
their parent suns, other persons like ourselves really 
could and do exist. His enlarging thoughts and figures 
are: this earth, which ranks among the smaller 

globes of our system, contains such an immense number 
of living bodies (30,000,000,000,000), what must be the 
number of sentient and intellectual existences in ai 
worlds to which we have alluded! We are assured, on 
certain data, that 2,tH9, 100,000, 0()0 worlds may exist 
within the bounds of the visible universe; and, altho igli 
no more beings should exist in each world, at aTi aver- 
age, than on our globe, there would be the following 
number of living inhabitants in these worlds, 00,573,- 
000,000,000,000,000,000,000 ; that is, sixty (piaclrillions, 
five hundred and seventy-three thousand trillions, a 
number which transcends liuman (a)ncet>tion.” 

‘‘ We would now ask, in the name of all that is 
sacred,” continues this philosopher, whether such 
magnificent manifestations of Deity ought to be con- 
sidered as irrelevant in the business of religion, and 
whether they ought to be thrown completely into the 
shade, in the discussions which take ])lace on religious 
I topics, in the assemblies of the saints. If religion con- 
sists in the intellectual apprehension of the perfections 
of truth, and in the moral eilects produced by such an 
apprehension, shall we rest contented with a less glori- 
ous idea of (lod than his works are calculated to afford ? 
Perhaps some may be disposed to insinuate that the 
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views above stated are above the level of ordinary com- 
])re]iensioiis, and founded too much on scientific con- 
siderations, to be stated in detail to a common audience. 
To any insinuations of this kind it may be replied, that 
such illustrations as those to which we have referred 
are more easily compreliended than many of tliose ab- 
stract discussions to wliicli they are frequently accus- 
tomed ; since they are definite and tangible, being 
derived from those objects which strike the senses and 
imagination.” 

p far-stretching powers of the human mind appear 
grandly in the contenqdations of this mountain philoso- 
phej'. llow energetically did his thinking faculties 
gra^p the fundamental idea of an open intercourse be- 
tween the inhabitants of the two worlds ! Whether 
we may ever enjoy an intimate corj*es})ondence with 
Ixfings behmging to other worlds, is a question which 
will frequently obtrude itself on a (^ontein})lativo mind. 
It is evident that, in our common state, all direct inter- 
course with other worlds is impossible. The law of 
gravitation, which unites all the worlds in the universe 
in one grand system, se])arateB inaii from his kindi ed 
s})irits in •»ther })lanets, and interposes an impassable 
l)arrier to his excursions to distant regions, and to his 
correspondence with other orders of intellectual beings. 
But in the present state he is only in the infancyofltu 
hang ; he is dc*stined to a future and eternal state of 
existence, where the range of his faculties and his con- 
nections with other beings will be indefinitely cx})and- 
ed. ‘ A wide and boundless prospect lies before him,* 
and during the revolution of interminable duration, he 
will, doubtless, be brought into contact and corresj)ond- 
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ence witli numerous orders of kindred beir.^s, with 
whom he may be ])ermitte(l to assocdate on terms of 
equality and of enduring friendshiy). But sliould the 
laws of the jdiysical system, and the immense distances 
whicli intervene between the several worlds, pi-event 
such associations as I liavc now supposed, there maybe 
another economy, suyierior to the physical, which may 
consist with the most extensive and intimate intercourse 
of all rational and virtuous beings. There may be a 
sjnrltuaJ economy estalilished in the universe, of whicli 
the jiliysical structure of creation is the basis, or plat- 
form, or the introductory scene in which rational beingvS 
are trained and pre])ared for being memliers of the 
higher order of this celestial or intellectual economy. 
It apjioars highly [>robable tliat the first introduction 
of every rational creature into existence is on the scene 
of a plnjHieal economy.’' 

Thus, naturally and philosophically, the free reason 
of man wmrks at something apjiroxiinating to the (‘cles- 
tial truth of aai inhabitable licit, the Summer Land, so 
gloriously demonstrated in this more favored age and 
reciqitive country. In one pla(*.e this pliilosoydier ex- 
claims : Oli, could we wing our way witli the swiftness 
of a sera})h, from sun to sun, and from world to world, 
until we had surveytjd all the systems visible to the 
naked eye, which are only as a. mere sjieck in the map 
of the universe — could we, at the same time, contem- 
plate the glorious landscape's and scones of grandem 
they exhibit — could we also mingle with the pure an.l 
exalted intelligences wnich jicople those resplendent 
abodes, erd behold their humble and ardent adorations 
oftheir Almighty Maker, their benign and condescending 
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deportment toward one another — ^each esteeming an- 
other better tnan liirnself ’ — and all united in the bonds 
of tlie purest affection, without one hauglity or discord- 
ant feeling — what indignation and astonishment would 
seize us on our return to this obscure corner of creation,” 

Thus, dimly, but energetically and assuredly, a pro- 
found belief in the wondrous system of the relationship 
and sympathy between the terrestrial and celestial 
spheres of existence, burns its way deeply into the 
thinking powers of men’s minds. A mighty and myste- 
rious unity of plan is revealed, wdth boundless divei*8i- 
ties and orderly perturbations, all moving onward to- 
gether through the ever-deepening depths of infinitude, 
teaching the human mind reverentially to look up, 
contemplate, and unfold in wisdom and love. 

But inasmuch as it is not the object of these chapters 
to recount the evidences of immortality, tlie reader is 
referred, for a full investigation of maifs efforts to 
satisfy his mind on the subject of a future life, to the 
Great Harmon ia, Vol. V., Part III., wherein both the 
inferential and the positive evidences are revealed to 
the thinking faculties. 
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CHAPTER III. 

DEFINmON OF SUBJECTS UNDER CONSIDERATION. 

To every intelligent, rational, existenee-loving mind, 
tlie question naturally and plainly occurs : Is there a 
substantial world for human beings to live in after 
deatli 

Hope and faith give light and peace to minds of line 
sentiments and intuitive sensibilities. But to the hard- 
headed and sensuous positive thinker, the light of 
‘‘liope’^ is valued as only an nj7iis fataus^ and tlie 
peace of ^Maith” as the delusive dream of weak and 
idle minds. Beautiful as is faith, and comforting as is 
liope, to tliose to whom tliese internal evidences of 
immortality are suilicient, they have no weight with 
those who look upon the universe as a mechanism 
developed by no intelligence outside of the inherent 
principles of life and motion. It is to meet the needs of 
this class, especially, that the evidences will be unfolded 
and weighed under several distinct heads : — 

First. The Possibility of Summer Land in the 
heavens ; 

Second. Its Probability in the structure of tlie Uni- 
verse ; 

Third. Its Certainty^ as demonstrated by the arrange- 
ment and order of the Stars ; 

Fourth. Its Formation^ in the shape of a stratified 
belt of matter ; 
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Fifi'ii. Its Constitution of materials drawn from tlie 
inhabited planets; 

Sixth. Its Location among the systems and constella- 
tions in the sky. 

Linder the impression that, with the positive philoso 
pliers of onr day, all clairvoyant testimony would be 
invalid, I am constrained, in order to prosecute the 
design of this work, to proceed wholly from an induc- 
tive stand-point. There is an inherent force in truth, 
however, whicli carries it straight and ti-iumjihantly 
into man’s understanding, if it is so fortunate as to be 
presented free from the cumbrous and imposing super- 
stitions and embarrassing atheistic logic of the times. 
The august and harmonious tem])le of the universe, if 
entered by man with a reverential love of truth in his 
lieart, is sure, thougli slowly, to open mansion after 
mansion, and glory after glory, to the welcomed visitor. 

All minds sincerely desirous of true knowledge, can 
seek and find it in those harvest-fields of the celestial 
realm, which stretch away, and are lost to the imagina- 
tion, but not to the logical reason, beyond suns and stars 
in the boundless blue. And it is to aid such minds in 
their faithful searchings, that these chaptei’s are now 
written and submitted. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE POSSIBILITY OF THE SPIRITIJAI ZONE. 

In this chapter it is proposed to approach the subject 
from the outermost rim of tlie wheel of inductive rea- 
soning. The subject under investigation is embodied 
in the following affirmation : There is an inhabitable 

ZONE, OR A CIROULAK BELT OF REFINED AND STRATIFIED 
MArrER IN THE HEAVENS WHICH RECENTLY HAS BEEN 
DENOMINATED TllE SuMMER LaND.*’ 

The possibility of the existence of this material belt 
in the Stellar Universe is to be considered, in this ])art 
of our work, as though there was no sucli a power as 
‘^clairvoyance,” and no such manifestations as “spirit- 
ual.” All evidences, therefore, however irresistible 
and sacred to those who believe in these realities, are, 
in this stage of our inquiry, to be “ruled out,” as not 
valid to the positivists and induetivc reasoners who, we 
are now supposing, compose the honorable assembly of 
rigid investigators before us. 

The name of “ Man ” was, I think, derived from 
certain Greek roots which sigrdty “ to spring up,” “ to 
look up,” or to grow and rise upward. Therefore many 
ages ago the Greeks, inspired hy the genius of truth, 
made the discovery that man is organized for progress 
sion, which is the “ real” meaning of the word “ Man.’’ 
Accordingly, if men would be true men, they must, in 
the language of Kepler, “ think the thoughts of God 
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after him/’ Such tliinhing, wliih*!! is the c!;rnn dost attain 
meiit of education, tlie !uost divine and ennoblini>; (‘con- 
summation of deep and methodi('al reasoning, is possible 
only to those wlio think and reason in harmony with 
the facts of Science and the lix(id ])riiu'iples of Nature. 

Superficial high-mindedness, or the positiveness of 
ignorance and the ])ride of knowledge, seal the soul to 
the influx of God’s Spirit and Wisdom. A heart that 
can love truth, as fast as the lioncst reason discerns it, 
and a conscdence tiiat will firmly and steadily steer life’s 
barque in harmony with such feeling and such convic- 
tion, are vast riches to their possessor. The overarcihing 
heavens come very near, in their gracious light and 
serene beauty, to the mind and heart that is attuned to 
their mudiangeabie ways. Brightness, penetration, 
CcOlerity, calmness, ,and comprehensiveness are some of 
the charac^teristicis of the Stellar Univ(‘rse. To think 
the thoughts of God aft(T him,” would be, in astron- 
omy, tlnTiking in ac‘.cordanee with the hdfrlor forages 
and the harmonious manifestations thereof in the visible 
universe. J/iill minds sleep bcihind dull senses; but 
star-eyed persons possess minds shining full of heavenly 
splendors. 

.But it is not possible, for manif old causes of a purely 
extrinsic character, that all minds should CcOme in imme- 
diate ra])port with the fundamental or Y>rimitive founts 
of knowledge. Hence, in the words of a modern scholar : 
‘‘ We must try to get the best of Glreecie and of Bome, 
by rapid study of tne genius of tlie languages, and by 
grasping the wealth of the litm-atures ; and what we 
have no time to get by minute study of the originals, 
we must seek by lectures of erudite scholars, and by 
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reading. In oiir want of time to seek krio'dedge in 
all tlie old iields, it is a consolation to know that the 
treasures of the ancient languages lloat down the stream 
of time, and are lodged in the new literatures. Goethe 
and Lessing, in Germany, were almost as much Greeks 
us if they had lived with Pericles at Atliens. Next to 
having read all of Cicero, is to read Forsyth’s Life of 
Cicero ; or all of Epictetus, is to be familiar witli Hig- 
ginson’s translation ; or all of Antoninus, is to know 
Long’s paraphrase. . . . A great change has come; 

the world has moved forward ; the nations liave come 
closer together ; modern languages have become neces- 
sary to tlie intelligent citizen for travel, trade, and 
acquaintance with the world’s affairs and thoughts. 

And then, how wonderful the rise and progress of 
science in these last tifty years. Astronomy stood 
almost alone as a science in the last century. Chem- 
istry was breaking out of its chrysalis, the old Alchemy, 
and crude thoughts of cosmogony, and of the plants and 
animals, made a chaos of knowledge, void and formless. 
And now think ibr one moment of all these sciences 
that have presented such various and interesting fields 
of inquiry and thought ; each one so vastly enlarging 
and enriching our life, and each opening a new path- 
way to the mysterious agencies of God’s creation and 
providence.” 

We ask the world’s thinkers and scholars to step out 
of the old into the “new ])athway ” that leads to the 
“ mysterious agencies of God’s creation and providence. 
But science can know nothing of “ the mysterious 
agencies of God.” What it know\s, it knows; all tlie 
rest is speculation. But by speculations and calcula 
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tiolis based upon what 8cieii(*e knows, a W(»rld of knowl- 
edge has been acquired in astronomy, in chemistry, In 
geology, &c. Why, upon the same princi])les of induc- 
tive reasoning and inferential conjeciture, may not 
greater results be obtained in higher dejairtmeiits of the 
univcrsej Astronomers, chemists, geologists, ctlmolo- 
gists, and other physicists, have obtained some ol their 
best results by following perturbations, slight eifects, 
hints, and signs, and the world docs not denounce these 
scientists as dreamers and visionaries in tlie airy n^alrns 
of hypotheses ; on the contrary, they are justly regarded 
and gratefully^ remembered as well-disciplined mathe- 
maticians, as acicurate thinkers, as men of profoundest 
erudition, and as benefactors of mankind. 

The //os.sihili/f/ of the existence of the st7‘atified Zone 
in the heavens, may be considered with reterence to the 
structures and locations of the ditferent solar systems 
in space. ()t‘ course a thing is often est(‘emc(l as pos- 
.svVVe, whieli is neither certain nor even ])robable; in 
fact, logically, both the im])rul)ability and the uncer- 
tainty of a matter is implied in its })ossil)ility.” It is 
])ossible that every person on earth may, within one 
year, believe in the existence of the stratitied Zone; 
Ijiit it is not remotely probable, and lulls inllnitely short 
of a certainty^ When a thing or an event does not 
contradict the known laws of the possible, then men 
Bay, “it 9nay be so,'’ or, “it may exist,” or, “it may 
happen but, in so saying, the ruiprohdhU'iih^^ and the 
mice rial ntiiS are understood as implied by the primaiy 
admission. There is a that a shower of 

falling meteors may occur at ten o’clock this night, or 
that a great earthejuake will sink the entire western 
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continent day after to-morrow ; but tliere is no certainty 
of it, and, judging from the usual course of nature, 
there is not even ^‘thc most distant probability” that 
any such earthrpialvc will ever happen on this jdanet. On 
the other hand, it is logical to say, positively, that some 
things and events are absolutely ‘‘‘impossible.” Proba- 
bilities and certainties are — in such decisions and posi- 
tive declarations of the self-evident consciousness — left 
entirely out of the mind. For exain]:)le, because Mount 
Everest, of the Ilimahiya range, is twenty-nine tlioiisand 
icet high, it is not possible for every other mountain in 
tlie world to re])ort an equal elevation. Nor is it pos- 
sible for mountains to exist without valleys between 
them, or that seas and oceans can exist witliout depres- 
sions in the earth’s siudacc than the arable and 

po])ulated lands. It is not possible for two halves to 
be less or more than the vvdiole. It is not possible that 
twice five should be eitlier nine or eleven. 

And so men reason about some things and events 
that are inti’iusically and selt- evidently and 

concerning other things and events tliat are intrinsically 
and self-evidently while probabilities and cer- 

tainties are inlinitely more remote from the admissions 
of the logical intellect. 
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OIIArTER V. 

THE ZONE IS POSSIBLE IN THE VERY NATURE OF THINGS. 

Looking into the sty, and carefully examining the 
form of the planets in tlie stellar sphere, you remark, 
first of all, that the .shape of sun and moon and stars is 
r(jund. Therefore, the heavenly bodies are properly- 
called ‘‘globes,” while the word “planet” signifies to 
stray, to wander, or “the traveler.” 

The Chaldeans, as well as other Oriental nations, 
were profound students of the stars. They observed, 
naturally enough, just as you do, unaided by telesco})es, 
and without using astro-mathematics, the existence of 
bright spherical bodies, which, because they have never 
been known to alter their grand and ini])Osing con- 
figurations and relative positioUvS, are called “ fixed 
stars.” These stars, ac'cording to the ancients, were 
unalterably fixed in the firmament, or firnebuilt vault, 
which, they thought, revolved upon its axis, an im- 
measurable hollow sphere rolling vli urn ally around the 
earth, which was by them supposed to be an immovable 
flat and boundless stretch of land and water. 

The spliere of the fixed stars — eaeJi the throne of some 
unintelligible and lawless deity or demon — by revolving 
around the motionless earth, produced the effects of* rising 
and setting among all the heavenly bodies. It is not 
strange that the sun was by the ancients supposed to be 
the effulgent seat of the master-god, whose almighty fiat 
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THE GKEAT CENTRAL SUN. 



SUN OF TIIF LNTKRLOR UNIVERSE. 


The great original, evor-oxisting, nmniseieot, omnipotent, ami oiniu- 
present produetivo ])ower — tlu) Soul of all ('xisUnu'es — is tlironed in a 
central S])liGre, the circiimleronct3 of which is the boundless universe 
and around wliich solar, sidereal, and stellar systems revolve, in silent 
ma,jestic sublimity and harmony I This power is wliat mankind call 
Deity, whose attributes are love and wisdom, corresponding with ibo 
principles of male and female, positive and negative, sustainiiig and 
i*r native 
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caused all the inarv^elous uioveinents among the lieav- 
eiily bodies, unfolded the s])augling panorama of tlio 
skies, emit ted tiumder and lightning, wheeled tlie blazing 
comet, sent meteoric or shooting stars, and fUled tlie soli- 
tudes of immensity with fearful catastro])hes ; neither is 
it strange that the Iniman race, in its infancy, si ion Id 
liave, out of appearance of the heavenly bodies, slowly 
elaborated a mythological theology, an astrological sys 
tern of identifying the birth, life, fortunes, and misfor- 
tunes of individuals wdth the wills and good or evil 
conjunctions of conflicting divinities, supposed to inhabit 
the diiferent stars in the revolving sphere. 

The ])rogression of astronomical science has demon- 
strated many truths, and ex})Osed many errors, acammu- 
lated and held sacred by tlie ancients. The ronndness 
of the solar bodies has been sett.hul by science. But 
the rotating spheres or cii'cdes of fixed stars, and the 
im])Osing illusion that tlu^ heavems are in the shap(} of a 
vault, have been perfetdfy rcunoved by the hand of 
astronomical discovery. The Btoleniaic system, which 
admit ted the notion of an indc^finite number of starry 
rings or rotating cin les, has not Inam wdiolly set aside, 
cxce])t in so far as tlie complete celestial mechanism is 
concerned ; for do we not read in modern astronomy 
of paths of the comets, of the orhits of llui ]>lanetB, 
and of the tracli: of the sun, and all the stellar family 
from wi‘st to east, toward some more interior center or 
system in the solemn depths of inlinitudes Ftolemy and 
Hipparchus of Alexandria, during the reigns of Adrian 
and Antonine at Rome, made astronomy a considerable 
degree more sciimtific and reliable ; although the group- 
ings and calculations of the planets were based uj>on the 
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cumbersome machmery of diversal circles, in which the 
sun, moon, and stars were supposed to be fixed, like bo 
many bright bodies fastened firmly to a multitude of nar- 
row wheels of immense diameter. This supposition, how- 
ever, was accepted and urged more by those less talented 
men wlio suecjecdcd Ptolemy, and who, without learn- 
ing, advocated and degraded his more perfect system. 

^\Tiat you are now asked to observe, is, first, the 
pplierical form or roundness of the heavenly bodies; 
and, second, the circular orbit, or wheel-like path, in 
whi(!h they all uniformly revolve. The appearance of 
the sun to the natural eye is that of an immense globe 
ol'fire ! It is by astronomers said to contain more than 
seven hundred times as much matter as all the jdanets 
in our system; some, by carel'ul computation, declare 
that the sun is one million and four hundred thousand 
times greater in magnitude than the earth. And yet this 
earth is so very lai-gc, so vast in extent, that ethnologists 
and antiquarians are. still searching for rac^es and relics 
ill regions not ex])lor(*d liy civilized man. 

The sun is round, remeinbei*, and that it is rolling in 
a vast circular path thi‘ough the dizzy abysses of si>ace ; 
so also do all the planets move and roll in the same direc- 
tion, from west to east, around the all-controlling sun ; 
and, what is still more remarkable, in all this sublime 
scene of starry harmony and sujiernal splendor, is, that 
all the planets perform their diurnal and annual revolu- 
tions on nearly the same plane. 

Whilst the essential characteristics of all plaTictary 
motions, like the form and shape of the planets them- 
selves, are circularity and roundness, it should be borne 
in mind that the cometary and meteoric bodies, which 
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THE SUN OF OUR SYSTEM. 



The radiant atmosphere of our Sun pervades the whole family of 
fctars, moons, asteroids, comets, meteoric bells, and, like a fountain, 
feeds nil the streams of cosmical matter belonging to our solar system. 
Science speculatively teaches tliat the body of the suu was once aa 
large as the orbit of the outermost planet. 
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are nothing but the bodies of cosinical space, do not 
strictly obey the established order and dignity of their 
elders and progenitors. These youngsters in the family 
of stars wander np and down, here and there, in and 
out, now up-stairs and now below in the basement of tlie 
temple — apparently acknowledging no allegiance to any 
of the uncliangeablc ways of the steady-going citizens 
of the skies — but run wild in all cpiarters of the heavens ; 
moving in ))arabolas, in eccentrically extended ellipses; 
sometimes darting along in the direction of the sun and 
planets; and at other times twisting in their orbits with 
a retrograde motion, but generally at right angles with 
the plane of the earth’s orbit, and never out of liarmony 
with the whole. It is, undoubtedly, a sufficient apology 
for the conduct of these bal)y-bodies of space, t1n\se 
free-going offs|)ring of suns and planets, to remember 
that they a.re yet ifoan<j. They conduct th(‘mselves 
naturally, beautifully, and consistently, wlien their 
juv^enility is duly considered. 

Some venerable and illustriou'; stars, like comets and 
the smaller bodies, are irregular in their juotions ; yet 
all in ])erfcct harmony with the stellar music of the 
spheres.*’ These irregular motions are often back ward, 
forininga sort of epicycloidal curve, or in the line ol tJie 
star’s orbit. But no one star or (annet turns or twists 


so frequently as the cut represents, which only illus- 
trates the loops that occur; but these loopings and 
slight retrograde motions are merely btraifung spells in 
the lungs ol the great syvstcm. 
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But it is in the heart and spliere of tlie sun, in the 
life of tlie fixed stars, and in the interior constitution 
of the whole stupendous stellar universe, that we are to 
look for the inner causes and perfect principles of all 
planetary organizations. 

What are those causes and principles ? What is that 
fundamental law which is manifested so plainly in the 
shape and revolution of these heavenly bodies ? Sup- 
pose tliat the sun, whicli contains more than seven hun- 
dred times as much matter as all tlie planets put 
together, should be rolled out into a broad band, like 
a wide ribbon drawn from the spool, wliat do you 
imagine would be tlie natural tendeiuty of the matter ? 
Tlie first tendency would be to obey its centripetal 
motion, its own self-chemical attractions, and return 
instantly to its original globular form and condition ; 
whilst the second tendency would be, to flow out like 
an interminable river through infinitude, in obedience 
to its centrifugal mothui, and in accordance with the 
circular revolution it has made, together with all tho 
planets, for an eternity of ages. 

The sun’s matter, thus drawn out into an unbroken 
elastic luminous fluid, of the consistence of molten lead 
or iron, would form a zone of resplendent and vivifying 
beauty surrounding the whole heavens, totally invisible 
to the unaided eye, and almost too attenuated for detec- 
tion by the most powerful telescope, and yet in that 
rotating solar belt tliere would be one million and four 
hundred thousand times more matter than is contained 
in the earth’s constitution ! 

If this river of inter-cohesive sun-matter sliould in 
time be reduced in temperature, by passing through the 
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resisting interstellar atmosphere, one of two events would 
transpire ; eitlier the surface of the belt would become 
solid like the earth’s surface, or the power of cohesion 
would be lost, and the zone broken into countless sepa- 
rate masses of nebulous matter, forming a boundless 
held of luminous meteors, or cometoids, and tilling tlie 
wdiole solar system with material for periodical storms 
of chaotic cosmical vapors — falling within the earth’s 
atmosphere and the intervals between the planets like 
a rain of tire-mist and of burning stars. Scientifically 
speaking, the former event is not supposable, because 
the solar matter is too gross, and drops too low in the 
scale of gravitation, to maintain a (continuous stratified 
surface ; and hence, following the volcanic law, the dis- 
ruption and formation of sjxmidic massccs, meteorites, 
and cometary bodies in spac^e, would be the legitimate 
and scientific event. 

Pmt now — as to the It is not going be- 

yond the sphere of facts, obtained by telescopic obser- 
vation, to sup])Ose the organization (fi a in tiie 
\ieAvens. Vv e \\ave seen tbe working of the ])riiu*i])le 
of globe-building, and that ;d] jdaiiotary bodices, either 
B]>lHcr()idal or ]>er(cct!y round, move through the 
heavens in circular paths. There can he no violation 
of this law in higher conditions and fitier organizations 
of matter. Hence, is it not jHmIhle in the nature of 
things that a Zone of stratified suhstance, luminous and 
inter-cohesive and einndar, may exist ? If you can see 
tbe Zone, as a ^>rA\.N//y////y in the organization of the 
universe, tlien you are prepared to take another step in 
this investigation. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE SPIRITUAL ZONE VIEWED AS A PROBABILITY, 

Any thing that is prolahle coiries nearer to human 
credence. A possibility is exceedingly renicte and 
obscure ; whilst a probability is at hand— something 
within the mind’s reacli. The question of the proba- 
bility of a Summer Land Zone in the heavens can be 
considered with more logical success, I think, after we 
have enlarged our thoughts and enriched our concep- 
tions, by contemplating the wondrous symmetry and 
arraying magnitude of our solar system. 

Prof. Nichol, of the University of Glasgow, borrowed 
from Sir John Ilerscliel, a thought-enlarging illustra- 
tion to this etre(*t: Conceive the sun representiid by a 
globe two feet in diameter; at eighty-two leet distance 
])ut down a grain of ?naM((7vI-mnf and you have tlie 
size and place of the ])hinet Mercury, that bright 
silvery point which is generally enveloped in the solar 
rays; at the distance of one hundred and forty-two feet 
lay down and it will be the similitude of Venus, 

our dazzling evening and morning star. Two hundred 
and fifteen feet from the central globe, place another 
pe(/^ only imj^erceptihly larger — that is Man’s world — 
(once the center of the Universe !) — the theater of our 
terrestrial destinies — the birthplace of most of our 
thoughts ! Mars is smaller still — a good head 

being his proper representative, at the distance of three 




OUTLINE VIEW OF OUR SOLAR SYSTEM 


Ihe expression “IkIiukI ITniversc” wan suggested by 
tlie immense distance ot the fixed stars from our Sun and 
Planets; giving the impression that o\ir Solar System 
occupies an isolated position in the boundless ocean of 
space. See a diagram on another page. 
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hundred and twenty-seven feet : tlie small planets seem 
as tlie least possible gy^a ins of sand ^ about live hundred 
feet from the sun ; fluriTER as a middle-sized orange^ 
distant about a quarter of a mile; Saturn with his ring 
a lesser orange^ at the remoteness of two-fifths of am ile ; 
and the far Uranus dwindles into a ehernj^ moving in 
a circle three-quarters of a mile in radius. Sncli is the 
system of which our puny earth was once accounted the 
chief constituent, — a system wlioso real or absolute 
dimensions are stupendous, as may be gathered from the 
size of the Sun hiniscilf — the glorious globe around 
which these orbs obediently cinde ; whi(di has a diameter 
nearly four times larger than the immense interval 
whicli se])arates the Moon from the Earth, Compare 
this mighty diameter, or the space of nine hundred 
thousand miles, with the assumed diameter of two fe(;t; 
and the proportion will tell by how many times the 
supposititious orbit of Uranus should be enlarged! The 
dimensions of the system surpass all effort to conceive 
or embody them ; and yet a wider knowledge of the 
Universe shows that they belong only to our first or 
smallest order of* iNinNuriKs. 

Prof. Kirkwood, of the Washingfon and Jeflerson 
College, speaking of our solar sys'^eiti, says : ‘‘Eeptune 
is the most remote known member of the system ; its 
distance being nearly three thousand millions of miles. 
It is somewhat larger than Uranus; has certainly one 
satellite, and probably several more. Its ]>eriod is 
about one hundred and sixty-five years. A cannon- 
ball flying at the rate of five hundred miles [>er hour 
would not reach the orbit of ]Sre[)tune from the sun in 

less than six hundred and eighty years. It is proper to 

2 * 
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remark, however, that all representations of the solai 
system by maps and plaiietarinms must ^ive an exceed- 
ingly erroneous view either of tlie magnitudes or dis- 
tances of its various members. If the eai'th, for instance, 
he denoted hj a hall lialf an inch in diameter, the 
diameter of the sun, according to tlie same scale (six- 
teen tliousand miles to the inch), will be between four 
and five feet; that of the earth’s orbit, about one thou- 
sand feet; while that of Neptune’s orbit will be nearly 
six miles. To give an acxuirate representation of the 
solar system at a single view is thci*efore ])lainly imprac- 
ticable.” 

The vast family of planets rotate harmoniously on 
their own axes, each in the performance of its own indi- 
vidual functions and duties, and they also all revolve 
as harmoniously around the sun, thus causing the 
regular succession of days and nights on each })lanet, 
and the regular coming and going of the four beautiful 
and indispensable seasons. But how “ various are the 
absolute durations of these important periods in the 
different bodies !” The most brilliant imagination can 
scarcely embra(;e the wonderful differences here sug- 
gested. “ How, for instance,” asks an astronomer, 
‘‘can that contrast be pictured, which subsists between 
the two extreme bodies of our system, Uranus and 
Mercury — the one hurrying through its restless cycle 
of seasons in three months, and the other spending on 
the sanui relative change eiglity-four terrestrial years ^ 
A tree in Mercury — if such there be — would gather 
around its pith or axis three hundred and thirty-six ot 
those well-known circular layers, in a tiiiie during 
which the sluggish vegetation of Uranus would only 
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have deposited one; and a full and burning lifetime, 
made up of rapid sparkling joys and acute sorrows, 
would, ill so close iieigbborluxid of the Sun, be com- 
pres.-ed within a S])ace hardly adequate on earth to leac' 
youth to its meridian — while at that outer contine ; 
slow pulse and drowsy blood miglit sustain for centuriei 
a slumbering and emotionless existence ! The question 
is further complicated if we refer to the rapid succes- 
sion of day and night in the remote planets ; perhaps 
modifying, by the activity it excites, the comparative 
torpidity due to the length ol* tlic year. We can form 
no notion of the physiological consequences due to a 
recurrence of day and night within the lirief period of 
nine or ten hours.” 

In another place the same author says : We know 
that long progress is essential to our planet’s destiny ; 
and surely it is not alone amid tlie jdanetary scheme — 
not alone does it undergo the a|)parently ne(*essary fate 
of all beings subjei'f to the em]>ire of time and space 
(Tranting that every planet has a lite of its own — an 
interior and self-comprehended ])rin(*iple, by which it is 
led through mighty develojammts, the question recurs, 
whether there is unity or connection among these prin- 
ciples — whetlier the orbs jirocced and pass into new 
foj'ins, according to similar or relatcid laws — whether, 
ill short, the system has one central governing [)i*in* 
ci])lc, a common life running through the who-C, 
explaining its contrarieties, warming and animating 
them all, as man’s life cinaihites with his blood To 
a question so bold, we cannot liere givi* an answer. 
Other objects must first be surveyed, esjiecially the mii 
of the power, which, if it exists, is necessarily tlm Sun. 
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“ But is Life in all these planets ? Tlirongh all possi 
ble schemes, through all conditions of a globe’s evolving 
organization, is what we call Life an inseparable or 
essential concomitant ? Life, visible or invisible — i, e,^ 
the sentient and intelligent principle — nay, even, pro- 
(jrci^K^ive life, a growing and evolving Reason — is doubt- 
less an essential element of the universe ; perhaps the 
very highest development of any imaginable energy; 
such Life may be diffused without limit, may assume 
forms and be connected with bodies or centers, of which 
man has obtained hitherto only the most coniined idea; 
but to the fultilling and realizing of this aim, is it 
necessary that small, sentient, self-contained organisms 
— worshiping, with few dissents, their peculiar idols 
of the tribe, den, forum and theater — wshall move over 
the surface of each planet? Leautiful the carpeting 
which covers vast portions of the earth, a carpeting on 
which sorrow often treads, but chiefly joy — now bound- 
ing in youth, now placid in maiihood, and meditative in 
age — but tliat is not universal ! I reflect on history — 
on the fact that such life seems among the incidents, 
the btdalling things of our globe’s mysterious destiny ; 
and my mind rcnnirs to solitudt^s — to its still existing 
deserts, wliich even the patient camel does not enter 
without a shudder ; to valleys with giant sides, where 
the unsightly Cretin, and the frequent glare of idio(*y, 
speak of formations inhospitable to man. Sovereign 
Blanc ! Neither is thy bare forehead, which not even 
a lichen lias ever stained, an outcast from the great 
scheme of things — uncomprehended, unwarrned by the 
world’s indwelling Soul!” 
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CHAPTER VII. 

ETTDENCE8 OF ZONE- FORMATIONS IN THE HEAVENS. 

In this depcTrtriient of the subject we are impression- 
ally admonished to take the testimony of astronomers, 
and of known scientists in other regions of inquiry ; so 
that the physical or sensuous side of our spiritual ” 
question maybe amply represented, and all the external 
evidences adduced, for the gratification and benefit of 
inductive reasonei’s in general. In future chapters the 
deductive or more spiritual evidences and philosophical 
arguments will appear ; so that, from an innumerable 
multitude of facts suggested and princijdes explained, 
the certaiufjf of the celestial Zone may be established ; 
or, at least, be deemed by the truly scientific a question 
worthy of the strictest and most ])atient investigation. 
The illustrious Shelley, in one of his comprehensive 
celestial visions, saw beyond the sweep of Lord Rosse’s 
immense telescope : 

“ Earth’s distant orb appears 
The smallest orb that twinkles in the heavens ; 

Whilst round the chariot’s way 
Innumerable systems rolled, 

And countless spheres diffused 
An ever- varying glory.’’ 

The probability of the Summer Land Zone, as a 
material reality in the Structure and sublime Economy 
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of the heavens, will dawn first upon that mind which 
rationally understands the causative principles within 
the belt-building manifestations of cosmical matter. 
On this ring-forming tendency of all atoms in space, 
l^t us take the testimony of astronomers. 

And first let us hear from an astronomical inves- 
tigator, whose mathematical paper on the Nebular 
Hypotheses, appeared in the ‘‘ American Journal of 
Science and Arts” (Vol. XXX\HII. Nov., 1804), and 
which has been pronounced as adding something 

new ” by several eminent astronomers. The entire 
treatise should be consecutively read, in justice to the 
argument and its author, but for the present purpose a 
few extracts will suflic^e. 

The Original Conditioyi (f Matter , — Geology has 
revealed tlie fact that it took immense ages of time to 
form the earth, and lit it for the liabitation of man. 
The same science also points somewhat delinitely to a 
time wlien the earth was in a highly heated condi- 
tion. Mathematical science, applied to the problem ot 
the earth’s conformation, teaches us that the earth lias 
that form — the asperities of* its surfaces not considcu’ed 
— which it ought to have if* it were in a Iluid state 
when it assumed its present form. Tiiese facts — to 
which we might add the condition of Saturn’s rings — 
seem to teach that the earth, and in short the whole 
Solar System were once in an aeriibian state. An 
additional argument in favor of this view, is derived 
from tlie physical constitution of Comets. 

The Oj}erations of Heat. — Philoso[)hers, in their 
investigations, have arrived at this general conclusion 
respecting the o})eration of heat, namely, that mechan- 
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leal action develops it, and the greater the action the 
greater the heat ; and that as soon as heat becomes 
sensible, it tends to change tlie condition of bodies. 
This, then, reduces the cause of the primitive gaseous 
state of the stellar and planetary .worlds to mechanical 
action. As the mechanical action becomes less and less? 
the operations of heat become less and less potent. 

Motions of different Bodies , — Around the different 
centers, matter would accumulate and condense, and 
these nuclei, so formed, would revolve around their 
common center of gravity. As soon as a rotary motion 
had commenced, centrifugal forces would begin to act; 
and as the process of cooling continued, the attraction 
of gravitation would have a greater control (for the 
tendency of heat is to exj)and all bodies, and thus to 
operate against the attraction of cohesion, and also of 
gravitation in the case which we are considering), and 
thus the mass would be condensed, and the rotatory 
motion lliereby increased. Each nucleus would itself 
]>e in a condition very similar to that which at first 
existed in the original great fluid mass. 

Origin of the Sj>lterlc(d Z^one . — A fluid mass which 
does not rotate on an axis must ultimately become 
spherical iri form, whatever be the law of attraction. 
Dut if it have a rotatory motion, it can never become 
a sphere, although it may approximate to one in form. 
A fluid body which rotates on an axis will be swelled 
out at the ecpiator; that is, the particles of matter will 
be thrown from the axis of rotation, and there will 
consequently be a depression about the poles. 

In the case of a homog(mcous spheroid there are. 
witli a slow rotation, two forms of equilibrium, one of 
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which is an oblate spheroid of small ellipticity, and the 
other is an oblate s])heroid oi great ellipticity. 

Plane of the Zom-Formations, — The primitive solar 
spheroid could have only apjwoximated to a symmetrical 
form, and to a symmetrical disposition of its materials, 
especially in the outer parts. If it were so constituted, 
it is difficult to see how it could separate into rings of 
much width ; but the materials being somewhat hetero- 
geneously distributed, a ring of considerable width 
might be thrown off, or rather abandoned. 

The invar table plane of the solar system must be the 
invariable plane of the primitive solar spheroid, and 
that must have coincided approximately with the plane 
of the equator. The first planetary ring abandoned 
would have an inclination to the plane of the equator 
nearly the same as that of the principal ydano; and 
thus the outermost planet of the solar system should 
move in an orbit whose inclination is nearly the same 
as that of the principal plane of the solar system. By 
making as exact a determination as possible, M. Les- 
piault has found the inclination of the invariable plane 
to be The iiudination of the orbit of ]Sre])tune is 

iiV' 59^', the corre8])ondence of these two numbers is 
r a. tl 1 er re i n ark able. 

The Existence and Locaiion of Zones, — Prof. Peirce, 
of Harvard University, in his investigation of the pro- 
blem of the stability of the motions of Saturn’s rings, 
arrived at the remarkable conclusion that the dynami- 
cal equilibrium of the rings is preserved by the sustain- 
ing effect of satellites in the very act of })erturbation. 
He tlien makes the remark, that the only place in the 
Solar System, among the primary planets, wiiere we 
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could, from the above conclusions, expect a permanent 
ring, is just within the powerful masses of Jupiter and 
Saturn. 

A Zone Existmg for Innumerbble Ages, — Basing 
our reasoning on the preceding results, we are led to 
the conclusion that under certain conditions — such as 
probably exist witliin the orints of Jupiter and Saturn 
in the Solar System — the abandoned fluid ring may 
preserve its form for immense ages^ and thus have time 
to cool down somewhat and a])proximate to tlie condi- 
tion of an incompressible fluid. . . , Under certain 

conditions — such as Prof. Peirce has found to exist in 
the System of Saturn — a ring, or rings, might remain 
entire. 

Revolntions of the Cosmiml Etlwr, — If there exists 
a cosmical ether (as is at present generally admitted), in 
order that it may remain spread throughout universal 
space, it is only necessary for it to ])ossess an elasticity 
so great that the action of luminous bodies is sutiicaent to 
produce a mechanical ac^tion in it that will enable it to 
maintain its tem]>erature and fluid condition under all 
circumstances. This cosmical ether l)eing material in 
its nature, it would necessarily partake of the motion 
of those bodies with which it remains in contact for 
immense ages of time. In tlie Solar System, the 
motion of the ether around the sun would be in the 
general direction of all the planets. 

Ilannony and Correspondence throughout thxi Uni 
verse. — Mr. Nasmyth, in the ‘‘Annual of Scientifle 
Discovery,” for 1(S57, says : Every well-trained philo- 
sophical judgment is accustomed to observe illustrations 
of the most sublime phenomena of creation in the most 
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minute and familiar operations of the Creator’s laws, 
one of the most cliaracteristic features of which consists 
in the absolute and wonderful integrity maintained in 
their action, whatsoever be the range as to magnitude or 
distance of the objects on which they operate. For 
instance, the minute particles of dew wliich wdiiten the 
grass-blade in early morn, are, in all probability, 
molded into spheres by the identical law which gives 
to the mighty sun its globular form. It is remarkable 
of physical laws, that we see them 0])erating on every 
kind of scale as to magnitude, Mnth the same regularity 
and perseverance. . . Two eddies in a stream fall 

into a mutual revolution at the distance of a couple of 
indies, through the same cause that makes a pair of 
suns link in mutual revolution at the distance of mil. 
lions of miles. There is, we might say, a sublime sim- 
plicity in this indifierenee of the grand regulations to 
the vastness or the minuteness of the field of their 
operations. We thus may learn, from the minuter 
operations of nature, of those grand revolutions which 
we have reason to conclude have taken place in past 
ages of duration. 

Satum\s Belts an Illustration , — ^The rings of Su,turn 
offer a living example of the primitive secondary rings. 
They open to us, in a measure, the nature and consti- 
tution of the primitive rings, both the primary and 
I ^>e CO ml ary.* 

Prof. Kirkwood, in his Treatise on Meteoric Astron- 
omy, says that the most probable opinion, based on tlie 

♦ These extracts from Prof. Trowbridge indicate the information and 
Bpeculatious extant among scientilic men on the formation and existeucf 
of zones, or rings of cosmical matter. 
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researches of astronomers, is, tliat Saturn’s rings “con- 
sist of streams or clouds of meteoric asteroids. The 
zodiacal light, and the zone of small planets between 
Mars and Jupiter, appear to constitute analogous 
jyrimary rings. In the latter, however, a large propor- 
tion of the primitive matter seems to have collected in 
distinct, segregated masses.” 

The same author, s])eaking of the asteroidal ring 
between Mars and Jupiter (which no man’s unaided 
physical eyes can see), says: “The mean distances of 
the minor planets between Mars and Jupiter vary from 
2.20 to 3.49. The breadth of the zone is therefore 
2r), 000, 000 miles greater than the (distance of the earth 
from the sim ; greater even than the entire interval 
UetvvXMUi tlie orbits of Mercury and Mars. Moreover, 
goerihclion distance of some members of the grouj) 
exceeds tlie aphelion distance of otlua-s l)y a quantity 
equal to the whole interval between tlie orbits of Mars 
and the (‘arth.” 

Although the reader may never have investigated 
either of the points develojied by the astronomers ; yet 
now, since they testify to tlie existence of immense 
zones of matter, and that these zones not only continue 
unbroken for countless ages, but 'revolve like the planets, 
each on its own gravitational center or mathematical 
axis, are you not prepared to admit both the possibility 
and the prohahUitg of a more interior realitiff This 
Bcientiii(‘. external testimony naturally lays a foundation 
in the logical judgment for confidence in the existence 
of an inner universe of far exceeding beauty and glory. 
Although at present neither intelhxhiially nor leies* 
copically seen, but being not less within the domain of 
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the rational faculties, yet the honest mind, it seems to 
me, cannot but give due weight to facts and principles 
of a more interior nature, of which these planetary 
formations and revolutions are merely the physical 
manifestations. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE SCIENTIFIC CERTAINTY OF THE SPIRITUAL ZONE, 

It lias been asserted tliat Spiritualists, as a class, do 
not read carefully and investigate thoroughly ; that 
tliey are superficial, shallow-minded, and credulous, 
believing great things u]>on little evidence, &c. ; but it 
yet remains to be determined wlu) are the real embodi- 
ments of superfic.iality, shallowness, and feeble-minded 
credulity. 

In considering the certainty of the Summer Land, as 
a stratified and inhabitable Zone in the bosom of the 
Stellar Universe, it becomes necessary to change the 
stand-])oint of the jiositive philosojilier. He has stood 
witliouf, tlie temph^, (‘onternjdating tln^ phenomenal 
display of dynamic fences and spiritual agencies, which 
become visibh*. to the eyi^s of reason when the ])hiloso- 
pher explores tln^ inmn* departments of the Divine 
Administration. In these illustrious days of enlarged 
and independent research, when even the great hJew- 
vonian doctrine of gravitation or central attraidion has 
been well-nigh eclijised by the discovery of opposite 
powers, or magnetic and electrical ])olarities within and 
throughout all matter, — it becomes tlie true })hiloso[)her 
to tiiim from the superii(dal and phenomenal realm othlis- 
play, to turn from visible facts to the examination of the 
causes and ])rinf'i[)les behind them, and then to ponder 
well the far-reaching and fruitful lessons they legiti- 
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mately impart. Truly has it been remarked that^ 
isolated, every thing is a mystery. All that we know 
depends on the connection of things one with another ; 
and it is only by contemplating creation as a whole that 
we can attain true conceptions of its parts. This is 
indeed the highest exercise of the intellect, and that 
which more than aiight else tends to develop and 
expand it. Even the dreamy eyes of Tennyson recog* 
nized the truth, that 

'‘Throiif^h the ages oiio incrcasino: purpose rutis, 

And the thoughts of men are widen’d with the process of the 

The mental condition of brightness, of calmness, of 
impartiality, which is alone adapted to the pursuit and 
discovery of truth, was forcibly put by Prof. Wilkin- 
son, of London, Eng., in the introduction to one of Ins 
admirable books: — 

Incredulity of a fact, I take it, is that widespread 
weakness of tlie human mind, wdiich is observed in 
men who have peri‘ected tlveir opinions, and liave no 
room for learning any thing more. A new fact to them 
is just one above the number that is convenient or 
necessary tor them, and had they the [>ower of creating, 
or of p)rcventing creati<^in the inconvenient fact sliould 
not liav^e existed. Indeed, if admitted into their com- 
pleted system, ‘the little stranger’ would destroy it 
altogether, by acting as a chemical solvent of the 
fabric ! 

But this is not the mode of the searcher after truth ; 
and in determining the im})ortant question wliicli it is 
intended to sul)init for consideration, I would rather 
forget much that I have been taught, or find it all 
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unsound, than 1 would reject one single circumstance 
which I know and recognize as a truth. In all the ques- 
tions thaL can by possibility be mooted, whether pliilo- 
Bophical or otherwise, that theory is alone admissible 
which will explain all the attendant phenomena and 
observed facts, and which is, moreover, consistent with 
the natiii‘c of man, and the world of matter and of 
mind with which he is connected. 

“How true it is, that ‘there are more things in 
heaven and earth than are dreamt of in onv philosophy 
and yet how seldom is this great truth remembered at 
the right time ! Although natural facts, being based, 
as they are, u])on, and the })roducts of Divine laws, 
never change, liow long it is before they arc recognized 
and ada[>ted into our little self-formed systems ; and 
with what tliroes and agonies have their acknowledg- 
ments invariably been attended ! How much easier to 
say, ‘ Impossible !’ and to reject tlie fact, than to have 
to reckon stru(‘.t a new theory whicth shall embrace it, and 
in which it can tind its home! Disbelieve, therefore, 
after inquiry, if you see cause, but do not begin wu’th 
disbelief.” 

What we now ask is, that you be as truly ])hilo- 
sophicail as you have been sensuously scientific, and 
thus honestly examine interior causes, and weigh 
dynamic principles, just as you have observed effects, 
and reasoned from one set of appearances to another set 
of appcaranc.es. The profoundly phiiosopliic Sw^eden- 
borg, whose inductive reasonings shine 'effulgently 
even through the mazes of his multitudinous spiritual 
experiences, in his Arcana Celestia^ 5084, says: “It 
is a fallacy of sense merely natural, that there are 
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simple substances, which are monads and atoms, for 
whatever is within the external sensual, this the natural 
man believes, tliat it is such a thing or nothing. It is a 
fallacy of sense merely natural, that all things are of 
nature and from nature, and that indeed in purer or 
interior nature there is something which is not appre- 
hended ; but if it be said, that within or above nature 
there is the spiritual and celestial, this is rejected, and it 
is believed that unless it be natural, it is nothing. It is 
a fallacy of sense, that the body alojie lives, and that its 
life perishes wlien it dies ; the sensual docs not at all 
appreliend that the internal man is in single things of 
the external, and that the internal man is witliin nature 
in the spiritual world : hence neither does he believe, 
because he does not apprehend, that he shall live after 
death, unless he l)e again clothed with a body. Hence 
there is a fallacy of sense, that man can no more live 
after death than the beasts, by reason that these also 
have a life in many respects similar to the life of man, 
only that man is a more perfect animal. The sensual 
does not apprehend, that is, the man who tliiiiks and 
concludes from the sensual, that man is above the 
beasts and has a superior life in this, because he can 
think, not only concerning tiie causes of things, but 
also concerning the Divine, and by faith and love be 
conjoined with the Divine, and also receive influx 
thence, and appropriate it to himself, so that in man, 
because there is given a reciprocal, there is given recep- 
tion, which is nowise the case with the beasts. It is a 
fallacy thence, that the living principle itself with man, 
which is called the soul, is only something ethereal, or 
flamy, which is dissipated when man dies ; and that it 
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r^side8 either in the heart, or in the brain, or in some 
part thereof, and that hence it rules the body as a 
machine; that the internal man is in single things of 
the external, tliat the eye does not see from itself but 
from tliat internal man, nor the ear hear from itself but 
frcm that, the sensual man does not apprehend*” 
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CHAPTER IX. 

A VIEW OB THE WORKING FORCES OF THE UNIVERSE. 

Astronomy began with solid Crystalline Spheres ; 
then the theory of E])icycles \vas adopted ; after which 
Descartes introduced the Vortices ; then the discovery 
of Gravitation arrived tliro ugh Newton ; and now, w ith- 
in all and above all, the world is enriched with Polari- 
zation, by which chemical, electrical, magnetic, and 
even mechanical forces, are w^edded by beautiful re- 
ciprocations and most intimate relationships; and thus 
the whole subject of the working forces of the universe 
becomes more than ever attractive and fruitful. 

There are two most important discoveries in science : 
First, the universal persistency and indestructibility of 
Force; and second, the interpolarity and universal 
convertibility of Force. The lirst, in modern s(dentitic 
phraseology, is termed “ the conservation offeree,” and 
the last “ the correlation of force ” — teaching the divine 
lesson that all forces, as well as all forms in the Universe, 
are immortal sisters and brothers. 

From these splendid discoveries, the illustrations of 
which need not be given here, w^e obtain the stellar key 
to the Summer Land. Force is as substantial, as real, 
as material, as matter itself; nay, more, the materialism 
of matter melts aw’^ay and utterly disappears in the 
spiritualism of intelligent principles ! Dr. Joule, of 
England, has demonstrated the mechanical equivalence 
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of heat^ which, hitherto in science, Ijas been considereci 
material, but is now seen to be only another form of 
force. Nature’s Divine Uevelations, published long 
before these discoveries, teach the materiality of 
‘‘Fire,” ‘‘Heat,” “Light,” “Electricity,” “ Magnet- 
Isin,” “Motion,” “Life,” “Sensation,” “Intelligence,” 
and, highest of all, “ Spirit.” And for teaching such 
“materialism,” the whole religious and literary world 
was provoked to opposition and ridicule. Dut, accord- 
ing to jirogressive law, Prof. Faraday demonstrates the 
material immateriality, so to s])cak, of electricity, and 
shows the intimate relationsliips and equivalence of 
electrical and chemical forces ; and very soon after it 
was found by Dr. Joule that “ a ])ound weiglit falling 
through 772 feet, or 772 pounds falling through 1 foot, 
and then arrested, produce sufficient heat to raise one 
pound of water 1 degree of Fahrenheit.” Thus a 
mechanical force is demonstrated as coming from what 
lias been regarded as ])iire immateriality. And chemi- 
cal and magnetic experiments, equally umjiiestionable, 
have established the spirit uo-materiality of those ele- 
ments wliicii have l>een so hnig termed “ imponderables.” 
The next step must be into the realm whence forces 
emanate ; into the very sacred ])resence of Int(*lligcntie, 
AVill, Thoughts, Ideas, Spirit! And these, too, will 
have their equivalence and conversion into electrical 
force, into chemical force, into magmdici Ibrce, and inti* 
mechanical or lowest force; for spiarr is substance; 
and every thing is rooted and grounded in Sjurit ; and 
BO those extreme idealists, who have sentimentally and 
dogmatically abolished from the Summer Land all 
materiality, will be convinced that “ something” could 
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not have proceeded from ‘‘ nothing which di3co\ ery, 
doubtless, will greatly relieve them from many painful 
thoughts of possible annihilation. 

Viewing the outlying and interior universes, with 
tliese new discoveries for s])ectacles, do you not appre- 
hend a new scale of conservative and correlative forces? 
How docs the following scale look? Begin at the 
bottom, with JSTo. 1, and rise progressively, as a tree 
grows from its roots u])ward ; and then, having readied 
the topmost point of observation, let us ])ausc and 
meditate : 


9. DEITY. 

8. IDEAS. 

7. PEINCIPLES. 

6. LAWS. 

5. ESSENCES. 

4. ETHEES. 

3. VAPOES. 

2. FLUIDS. 

1. SOLIDS. 

Bible state of motion and energy. 


The lowest point 
of depai-ture, No. 1, 
which is the plane 
of the “ Solids,” is 
the })oint where the 
highest substances 
and slowest motions 
are most demon- 
strated ; whilst the 
highest ])oint attain- 
able, No. T, is where 
the lowest substance 
is most exalted, and 
in the highest pos- 
No. 7 is the posif/lve 


pole, and No. 1 the negative ])ole, of a perfect universe. 
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^ The philosophy of science, as 
fo modernly stated, is, practically, 
that ‘‘matter, viewed separately 
^ from force, is nothing.'^ In other 
words, lieat, light, electricity, mag- 
netism, chemical effects, tfec., are 
only ditiercrit modes of motion oi 
action of tlie same force. Difierent 
motions are said to be nothing 
but ditf(n*ent ex}>ressions of force ; 
transfer rial, in degrees of greater 
or less intensity, from one j)oint to 
another point in spa(*e. It is by 
one popular scientific authority 
urged that “electricity, mag- 
netism, and chemical afliiiity ai’e 
correlates, and change readily into 
each other without loss of (piantity 
of the original I^orce. '^fheso 
fori^es,” lie says, “ or rather this 
force, since all are (umvertible, is 
the source of the delusion wo are 
under with respect to matter, 
when we say we sec and feel it. 
For what do we see ? Light, which 
is foriu*, photogra[)hs a minute in- 
verted image on the bottom of the 
(ye — on the retina, which acting 
^ on the brain prodiuies conscious^ 

■B ness of an obJe(jt. All that is 
known to us is the mental eoneep- 
fl tioii — the Teallin of whicdi our 
S (jonceptiou is (*oin])()sed, is Fcn'ei:^. 
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It is evident there is no matter here. But surely we 
feel matter if we do not see it ! The sense of Feeling 
is niere repulsion — resistance to motion. When we 
speak of matter as subtle, or as solid, liquid, or aeriform, 
we simply mean that it presents more or less resistance 
to motion. ‘ When the question arises,’ says J. S. Mill, 
‘ whether something which affects our senses in a pecu- 
liar way, as for instance whether Heat or Light, or 
Electricity, is or is not matter, what seems always to 
be meant is, does it ofter any, however trifling, resist- 
ance to motion ? If it were shown that it did, this 
would at once terminate all doubt.’ 

“ But when we speak of cither matter or force we 
speak only of the external cause of our sensations and 
ideas, and these tell us nothing of the real nature or 
essence of either ; why not then continue to use the 
term matter, as heretofore ? We answer, because the 
more general term force may include, and does nailly 
nclude, both what has hitherto been called Matter and 
Spirit also. We are told that ^ Force viewed separately 
from matter is nothing.’ I tliink it more correct to say 
that matter viewed separately from force is notliing, 
because we know tliat force ])asses into or changes into 
mind, as lieat into light, and we thus include both sides 
of creation — Matter and Spirit. Force, in its difierent 
modes of action as Light, Heat, Electricity, (galvanism, 
Chemical Afhnity, Attraction and llepulsion, is sufli- 
cieiit to produce half the phenomena around us. Life 
and Mind, which are correlates of Force, or other modes 
of its ac^tion, are suflicient to produce the other half. 
There is but One simple, primordial, absolute Force, 
with varying relations and conditions. The modes of 
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Force or Effects now in existence are neither more noi 
less than such as have previously existed, changed only 
in form. They have not merely acted upon each other, 
according to the common supposition with respect to 
matter, eul have changed into each other. This will 
be found to be a very im])ortant distinction. Each 
change is a new creation of something which in tliat 
form or mode has never existed ])efon^ — a new life, and 
as it ]>asses into another form or mode, a new death — 
‘ nothing repeats itself, because notliing can be ])laced 
again in the same condition : the past is irrevocable.’ 
And may we not add, irrecoverable.” 

But while these ])hilosopliers arc on the broad road 
that leadeth to a forcible annihilation of Solids,” they 
will disc^over, all of a sudden, in the straight and nar- 
row way, that the nnlverne is rs.si nlhtlhj dual ; and that 
the manifestations of force are only different forms or 
mrales of a persistent and indestructible materiality, or 
the varying changes of an (dernal su])stance, which is 
iiegatlvehj^ Matter, and, poHitireUj^ Mind -the two 
forms or conditi(ms of the one unitary central Reality. 
The universal douldeiiess or duality of* things is a 
demonstration of what is immutably true of the (Cen- 
tral Whole. 

The conservation and correlation of Forces, as the 
results in philosophic^ science are now denominated, 
require the admission that No. 7 and No. 1 in the scale, 
together with all the numbers between, are nothing but 
different forms or modes of a princiy)le called “ Force.” 
Whereas, in accordance with our light on this subject, 
No. 7 comprehends and includes No. 1, as well as all 
the ascending numbers ; but it is not possible that 
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either should become the other, except in degree, and 
through the unceasing processes of spiral progression. 



Motiieu. 

Love 

and 

Wisdom. 


Father. 

Wisdom 

and 

Lovo. 


WILL. 
IDEAS. 




PRINCIPLES. 


fifvrv S Expressed it 

1 pure Spirit. 

TnwAa J M.anifested in 

IDEAS. -j liciisoD. 

(Declared in 

Principles, s of uni- 

( versa 1 Power. 

f Demonstrated 
in the form of 
Force. 


LAWS. 


Essences. 


Broii^dit out in 
MagiictiBiu. 


ESSENCES. 

Ethers. 

( Cftme in tho 
< sh»[)e of Kloc- 
( tricity. 

ETHERS. 

Vapors. 

j Appear in At- 
1 inospl ci’cB. 

VAPORS. 

Fluids. 

( Tho universal 


4 expression 'a 
( Water. 


FLUIDS. 



SOLIDS. 

Solids. 

J Manifested in 
j tho Earth. 


Perhaps it would appear plainer if the scale were 
expressed as follows : — 
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CAUSES. 


i 


SPIRIT— God; 
REASON— Ideas; 
POWER — Principles ; 


^ Tho mont perfect 
J cf>iiception coti- 
"j tains both Moth 
( cr and Fatlier, 

{ Both Love and 
J ^Vi»doIn, containa 
j ail irtipersonal 
[ principles of (Jod. 
f The unclian^'cablc 
J cxpnvssions of 
Cod’B universal 
( Ideas. 


KFFECTS. 


I 


FORCE— Laws ; 

MA G N ETiSM— Essences ; 

ELECTRICITY— Ethers ; 


f The special meth- 
3 ods of action of 
j Ideas and Princi- 
( pies. 

[ The vitalic ntter- 
j ances of Ideas, 
I I’rinciples, and 
I Laws. 

r The universal ttic- 
j dinin for tho 
I manifestation of 
Ideas, Principles, 
Laws, and Kssen* 
t CCS. 


3J 

ULTIMATES. | 



ATM OSP n K RE— Va i>ors ; 


WATEIi — F luids; 


EARTH— Solids; 


r The purify in;; la- 
I boratory tlinamh 

j wliic,h ilow tho 

A ('ffecl.s of Ideas. 

l‘rinciph\s, Laws, 
Psseiiiees, and 
Ethers. 

Tho vladnct for 
llie li'unsniission 
of the slowiue 

motions of i‘\ cry 

Rilbslanee and 
fui-e.e, in the nni- 
^ verse. 

The lowest eondi 
tion ofSuhstance 
utid the slowest 
11 1 1 (' r a n e e o f 
Ideas, Pi itu’iples, 
Laws, Essences, 
Etliens, Vapors, 
.. and Fluids. 


It may not be deemed inappropriate to present Btill 
anotlier scale and statement. The subject may ])Os.sibly 
be broiiglit yet closer to the common understanding 
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We will give the genesis of tlic world-building descen 
sion of the Divine Substance, thus : — 

9 GOD. 

H. Vapors. 2. Fluids. 

8. Ideas. • • 


1 . Prinoiples. 4 . Ethers. 


6. Laws. 5. Essences . 1 . Solids. 

The plane of Solids is reached by the continuoua 
degrees of descending action of the primordial positive 
Powers. Although these degrees appear dissimilar and 
discreted, or separated by impassable l)arriers of wholly 
dissimilar parts of the causative Energy ; yet the 
acknowledged sovereign law of convertibility or (corre- 
lation of forces and substances, must convince the 
national intelligence that discrete degrees, ’ in the 
absolute sense, are impossible in a universe constru^cted 
upon an iniinite number ot inseparable aflinitics. 

In the amazing magnitude of our su])je(ct, so opulent 
of variety and so fruitful in thought, the mind is con- 
utantly liable to lose the links of the argument. The 
vagueness of the hints about resolving all matter iuto 
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force, 18, of itself, sufficient to ])erp]ex and fatigue the 
non-scientiiic understanding. But calmness of brain 
will keep ihe thinking fatalities in receptive condition. 

Of God, Spinoza says: ‘^IJe is the Univci-sal Being, 
of which all tilings are the manifestations.’’ Hegel also 
defines God as the Being,” or, perhaps, in philosophic 
language, as the “(’entral (^ausation.” Huxley says 
that every form is force become visible; a form of 
rest is a balance offerees; a form undergoing change is 
the predominance of one over others.” In a more reve- 
rential temper Prof. Tyndall says : We know no more 
of the origin of force than of the origin of matter; 
wlu're matter is, force is, for we only know matter 
through its forces.” In his very scholarly work on 
Heat, he grandly put the whole question thus: — 

The discoveries and gcfieralizations of modern 
science constitute a poem more sublime than has ever 
yet been addressed to the imagination. The natural 
])hilosopher of to-day may dwell amid (joncejitioiis whicfii 
beggar those of Milton. So great and grand are they, 
that in the contemplation of them a (certain force of 
character is reipiisite to preserve us from bewilderment. 
Look at the integrated energies of our world — the stored 
pow(*r of our coal-fields, or winds and rivers, our fleets, 
armii^s, and guns. What are they ^ They are all gene- 
rated by a portion of the sun’s energy, which does not 
amount to one thousand three hundred millionth part 
of the whole. This is the entire fraction of the sun’s 
force iiitercepted by tlie Etirth, and we convert but a 
small fraction of this fraction into mechambad eiK^rgy. 
Multiplying all our powers by millions of millions, we 
do n(jt reach the sun’s cx])enditure. And still, net with 
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Btandiiig tins enormous drain, in the lapse of human 
liistory we are unable to deteet a diminution of his store. 
Measured by our largest terrestrial standards, such a 
reservoir of power is infinite ; but it is our privilege to 
rise above tliese standards, and to regard the sun him- 
self as a specik in infinite extension, a mere drop in the 
universal sea. We analyze the space in which he is 
immersed, and which is the vehicle of his power. We 
pass to other systems and other suns, each pouring forth 
energy like our own, but still without infringements of 
the law, which reveals immutability in the midst of 
change, which recognizes incessant transference, conver- 
sion, but neither final gain nor loss. This law general- 
izes tlie aphorism of Solomon, that there is nothing new 
under the sun, by teaching us to detect evcrywliere, 
under its infinite variety <>f a|)pearances, the same pri- 
7nev(d force. To nature nothing can he added ; from 
nature nothing can be taken away; the sum of her 
energies is constant, and the utmost man can do in 
the pursuit of physhail truth, or in the application of 
physical knowledge, is to shift the constituents of the 
n e V er- v ary i n g total. The 1 aw i>f conservation rigidly 
excludes both creation and annihilation. Waves may 
change to ripples, and ripples to waves — magnitude may 
be substituted for number, and number for magnitude — 
asteroids may aggregate to suns, suns may resolve them- 
selves into flora3 and lauine and flone and faunae melt 
into air — the fiux of power is eternally the same, it rolls 
in music through the ages, and all terrestrial energy— 
the manifestations of life as well as the display of phenO' 
mena — are but modulations.” 

The applicatioj) and weight of all this scientific testi- 
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moTij ^vill be seen and felt v^lien we come to sum up 
the evidence.” A few more points must be first made 
clear to reason. According to our scale the materialist 
might say : Mind, in its slowest and lowest condition, 
IS matter; and the reverse, matter, in its loftiest ^brro 
of motion and highest condition, is mind.” But this is 
not our meaning ; nor is it true, in any logical sense. 
Our philosophy is, that the universe is a two-fold unity 
— two eternal manifestations of two substances, which, 
at heart, are One, but eternally twain in the realms of 
Cause and Effect. In the absence of better words, 
these two Substances we term Matter and Mind — inter- 
changeable, convertible, essentially identical, eternally 
harmonious, wedded by the polarities of positive and 
negative forces. 

Iie('.alling our scale of nine steps in the ascending and 
descending processes of Mind and Matter, you will 
perceive that ‘^Essence” is the connecting ‘Oink” 
between the Positive and the Negative hemispheres, 
thus : — 


PosiTivK. Passive. Negative. 


1 . 2 . 8 . 4 . 5 . 6 . 7 . 8 . 9 . 

Goi>, Ideas, Piiinoiples, Laws, Essences, Ethers, Vapors, Flitids, Solids. 

The region of “ Essences” is the region of “magnet- 
isms.” This, then, is the true ‘Oink” in the chain, 
which unites the positive side or “mind” to the “nega- 
tive” side or “matter;” but, in a finer analysis, it 
will be found more correct to term matter and mind 
“ Spirit,” with two forms of manifestation ; thus relicv- 
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ing matter” of the epithet of ^^grossness,” and 
reclaiming mind” from its long exilement in the awful 
solitudes of unapproachable immateriality. 

Let us recapitulate, and thus ascertain the informa 
t!on obtained : 

1. The roUnidlty of all bodies in space ; 

2. The circularity of the motions of all bodies ; 

3. The existence of 30)ie8 in the planetary organizar 
tion ; 

4. The harinony of relationsliip between the exterior 
and interior universes ; 

5. polarity of all forms and forces in nature ; 

6. The descent of Spirit to Earth, and the ascent of 
Earth to Spirit. 

7. The eternity and the unity of both heiiiispheres of 
the univ^ercosliim. 

Now, in order to ascertain the possibility, the proba- 
bility, and the certainty of the Summer Land Zone, we 
must logically follow Nature’s pathway from the region 
of causes to the region of eifects. Her unalterable code is 
plainly and universally indicated, namely, — forms 
visible are ejfects 'which flow from corre>y)oudin<j causes 
invisible. A man’s body, lor example, is the effect of 
an interior organizing, vivifying, sustaining, spiritual 
individuality. It elaborated his brain, his heart, hia 
organs, his senses, and indeed all parts of his physical 
temple ; although each part may have been modified, 
and generally is modified and twisted more or less by 
parental instrumentalities and circumstantial influences 
both before and after birth. 

Now apply this principle to the organization of the 
vast Stellar Universe. What gave to matter the uni 
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versa! tendency to form globes ? — to roll out into im- 
mense zones ? — to stratify and continue for innumerablQ 
ages us revolving belts? — to move in circular paths 
throiigli the solitudes of immensity? There is but one 
answer: The spiritual universe is composed of globes, 
of zones, and of belts, which move harmoniously in 
wavy circles of causation through the vaster, deeper, 
higher, more interior heavens of unimaginable in- 
finitude. Men look through telescopes, and discern 
nothing but the outermost materialized garments of 
hidden corres])OTiding spiritualized spheres of light, 
M'armth, beauty, fertility, peuce, progression, and happi- 
ness. There is just as much (uniainty ihvit the Summer 
Land exists as that your mind exists ; for it exists and 
your mind exists upon tlic one eternal law of cause and 
efiect. Your bod}^ is a demonstration of an interior 
antecedent corresponding formative individuality ; so 
the solar system exists, a demonstration of an interior 
antecedent corresponding formative spiritual universe. 
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CHAPTEE X. 

THE PRINCIPLES OF THE FORMATION OF THE SCMMEH 

LAND. 

The order of the universe is as perfect as its varieties 
are innumerable. The principles engaged in forming 
worlds are incessantly engaged in decomposing them. 
Ill no other way can perpetual youth be bestowed upon 
the finer bodies and spheres of space. Atoms suf- 
ficiently refined to ascend above the mineral compoundj 
enter into the forms of v(‘getal>le life. Vegetation^ in 
its turn, delegates its finest atoms to enter and build up 
the animal kingdom. The most refined animal atoms 
enter into and support human bodies. And the most 
refined particles of human bodies, which are not 
required to construct and support the ^'“garment of 
immortality,” ascend to form the solids, fluids, and ethers 
of that eflPulgent Zone to wliich all liuman beings are 
incessantly hastening. Thus the eternal youthfuliiess, 
the healthful and beautiful juvenility, of the spiritual 
universe are established and immutably maintained. 
And now behold the philosophical, the geometrical, the 
musical, the harmonial grandeur and gloriousness of 
the beautiful Whole : — 



FORMATION OF THE SUMMER LAND. 


05 


GOT). 

MOTUKR. FATHER 


SPIRIT 

Pos 


LOVK * Wiai>OM -Wll.t. — WI8I>OM A trOVS. 


MATTFTii Fountain! Here atoms roo.eive 

the omnipotent centrifugal Impulsion 
I to go forth. 



SPIRIT 

Pos. 


The Hitthost SiuuunM- Laiul in the Spiritual IJnWarM. 


( In this belt all matter Is a boundless 
rotating ocean of Fire, Heat, Light, 
Electricity, and Magnetism, containing 
l^all Forces. 



SPIRIT 

Pos. 


A Colcntinl liihahitt'd Kpliorc “ Nearer, my Ood, to TkMk* 


f Tlie unimaginable ocean of chemical f 
MATTER ' substance has cut new eliannels in | * 

Ncg. 1 space; yet all revolving like cohesive I . 
1. seas of Fire and Force. 1. * 



SPIRIT 

Pos. 


A Muio Idt.'Piur .Summer Lau4. 


f In this belt of cosmical matter the 
fciAT'i'FP masses of solar atoms are suf- 

‘^'1 lleieritly cool to separate, to ol)ey tlie 
" I law oi' cohesion, aud to organi/e 

suns. 



’ o o o c o c 6 o*o'o b boo 
,* «■***'** ** * * 


OOCOOobcboOobf 


bniiir 

Pos. 




A Higher Rummer Land. 


f This is a broad zone of inter-eo- 
M I hcHive eonict.-try and meteoric nucloj, 

N r-T;-.T>'i:ig no stratified orb.s. It is per- 

i le: ■;>■ -■.ra;- ''. l)y the present eon- 

1^<1 ; -i: if ".uii: .-.'.s rings. 


o o o o o o o <1 o o o o o o o oo 

• *1^. * ^ . * 7* 

**(> o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o 

V * *'* » 44* ****'** *' 

■ c 'c c o b o' o 6 o 'o b o *0 b 


SPIRIT 

Pos. 


m"' 


The Summer I,«iid, which all imtor at dmtli. 


f This repntsents the gorgeous Oala.xy 
visibU' in the heavens si>Hnning from 
I northeast to southwest, called ‘'The 
w , ^ Milky Wav.” 8orue of its suns arc 

I distant more than 19,280,00(MK)0,OUO 
I miles. Our sun aud planets belong to 
this belt. 


c o o o c c o q q q o q o 

’* * *' * *' * ■ ¥ b 

b*c V' b *b> * c’ c c'o'c' 0*0 b 



b c c‘ * b bo* b o 
iTii ^ JR 
o‘ c 'o b o' o b o> 



06 


A STELLAR KEY. 


TJie S])iritual Spheres have been recently termed 
Summer Lands, and there are, counting man’s earthly 
existence first sphere of spirit life, in all six spheres 
in tlie ascending flight toward Deity, who fills the 
Seventh Sphere, and is infinitely greater than millions 
of such univen^oelnms as man can conceive. 


Observe this universal and unerring /a?/; of the Super- 
nal Administration : The Central Positive repels 

the filiyslcal^ and at the same moment aftracts the 
spiritual j* therefore the circulation of matter is from 
the center outward, whilst 8])irit travels from the out- 
side toward the center. These two reciproc^al processes, 
or opposite currents, are incessantly flowing. The 
inconceivable oceans of world-building materials expand 
and swell, and pour outwardly from the eternally flow- 
ing and inexhaustible Fountain at the center; at the 
same time the innumerable multitudes of individualized 
spiritual and angelic men, women, and children, from 
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off all the human-bearing planets in s])ace, 
are progressively and irresistibly inarching 
inwardly toward the great ])ositi\ e attractive 
(’enter, and constantly iipproacdiing nearer 
and nearer the eternal sun-sphere of Father 
and Alother ! 

The formation of the different Summer 
Lands can be seen in the principles which 
unrolled like an infinite scroll the suns and 
stars of the serene firmament. Whence 
comes the power, asks Prof. Tyndall, on 


the part of the molecules, to compel the 
solar energy to take determinate forms ? W ater may be 
raised from the sea-level to a high elevation, and then 
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permitted to descend. In descending it may be made 
to assume various forms — to fall in cascades, to spirt in 
fount ain^, to boil in eddies, or to flow tranquilly along a 
uniform bed. It may, moreover, be caused to set com- 
plex macliinery in motion, to turn millstones, tl)row 
sliuttles, work saws and hammers, and drive ])iles. Ihit 
every form of power here indicated would he derived 
from the original power expended in raising the water to 
the iieight from which it fell. There is no energy gene- 
raied by the machinery ; the work performed by the 
water in descending is mewely the ])arceling out and 
distribution of the work expended in raising it. In 
precisely this sense is all the energy of phnits and 
animals the parceling out and distribution- of a power 
originally exerted by the sun. In tlie case of the 
water, the source of the power consists in the Ibrcdble 
sepai’ation of a quanlity of the liquid irorn the lowest 
level of the eartli’s surface, and its elevation to a higher 
y)Osition, the power thus expended being returned by 
the water in its descent. 

In the case of vital j>henomena, the source of power 
consists in the forcdble separation of the atoms of clieini^ 
cal compounds by the sun -of the carbon and hydrogen, 
for exam])le, of the carbonic, achl and water ditfused 
throughout the atrnospluTe, from the oxygen with which 
they are combined. This separation is eflected in the 
leaves of plants by solar en(*rgy. The constituents of 
the carbonic acid and water are there torn asunder in 
spite of their mutual attraction, the carbon and hydro- 
gen are stored up in tlie wood, and the oxygen is set 
free in the air. Wlien the wood is hurried the oxygen 
recombines with the carbon, and the lieat then given 
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out is of the precise airiount drawn from the sun to 
effect the previous reduction ” of the carbonic acid. 
The reunion of the carbon with the oxygen is similaf 
to the reunion of our falling water with the earth from 
which it had been separated. We name the one action 
‘‘ grayity ” iind the other chemical affinity ; ” but these 
different naiiies must not mislead us regarding the 
qualitative identity of the two forces. They are both 
attra^fl()7i^ and, to the intellect., the falling of carbon 
atoms against oxygen atoms is not more difficult of con- 
ception than the falling of water to the earth. 

It is generally sup])osed that our earth once belonged 
to the sun, from w1ii(ih it was detached in a molten 
condition. Hence arises the question, “ Did tliat incan- 
descent world contain latent within itself the elements 
of life Or, supposing a planet (airved from our pr(‘sent 
sun, and set spinning around him at the distance of our 
earth, would one of the consequences of its refrigeration 
be the development of organic forms ? Sirudvral forces 
certainly lie latent in the molten mass, whether or not 
tliose forces reach to the extent of forming a ])lant or an 
animal. All the marvels of crystalline fon^e, all those 
wonderful branching frost-ferns which cover our win- 
dow-panes on a winter morning — the exquisite molecu- 
lar architecture which is now known to belong to the 
ice of our frozen lakes — all this S*.onstructiveness’ lies 
latent in an amorydious dro]) of water, and comes into 
play when the water is sufficiently cooled. And who 
will set limits to the possible play of molecular forces in 
the cooling of a ])lanet? 

Thus th() teaching of science is, that the world-con- 
structing forces are ‘'latent in the mass, ’ and that tlie 
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formation of a dew-drop is not less wonderful than the 
formation of an inhabitable world. Tlie formation of 
spiritualized material belts is a proceeding in the uni- 
verse as natural and rational as the formation of the 
primordial rings out of which all the planets, satellites, 
and lesser bodit^s were subsequently developed. 

But will not the Spiritual Zones be broken up and 
distributed tlmough space by counter attractions ? The 
spiritual belts cannot be drawn asunder by an exterior 
and superior attraction ; for they are, as we shall here- 
after show, constituted of ultimate or final particles, 
whi(i]i entertain only very remote affinities for the par- 
ticles and constituents of other bodies in space. 

But the (piestion may arise, Why is not the Summer 
Land rounds like a globe, rather than in the Bha|>e of a 
vast Zone or stratified belt T’ 

Geometry gives the true answer to this question. 
This exact and deathless science brings to light the 
ortlie forms ami shapes, possible to and revealed 
by material bodies. By geometrical ])rinci])les, all the 
varieties and possibilities of figures in crystalline and 
other bodies can be fully comprehended and deter- 
mined. 

The fundamental law of Nature, in every department 
of lier organization, seems to be this : Tlie beginiiing 
and the ending — the Alpha and the Omega — are in 
perfect and complete c()rres})ondence. The two ex- 
tremes meet, facing one another, and thus they embrace ; 
each seeing his own perfect image and perfect likeness in 
the other ! The representation and corres]>ondence — the 
exactness of similitude in outline and in all the details 
— are marvelous in their mathematical and geometrical 
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perfections. Tims, in very truth, “extremes meet”-* 
primate and ultimate — acorn buried in the ground re 
appearing in acorn on tlie topmost bough of the oak — a 
truth exemplified in every growtli-circle of vegetable, 
animal, and human life; and in the rey)etition8 of 
national history no less than in the iiu^essant recurrence 
of public crises, and in the i)eriodicitie8 of individual 
experience. 

Apply this law to the primordial structure of the stellar 
universe. What was ihejirfit figure, what i\\G ]m77}ary 
foirn, in which matter appeared? Was it originally 
globular? That is. Were the first world-building forms 
To^md^ like iininense balls, or wei*e they spheroidal 
belts of cosmical matter? Let us take testimony of 
Prof. Kirkwood. He adopts the nebular hypothesis 
as the nu)st rational exj>lanation of things, and so de- 
clares that the “sun was an exceedingly diffused, ro- 
tating nebula, of spherical or t^pheroidal form, extending 
beyond the orbit of the most distant ])lanet ; the planets 
as yet liaving no separate existence. This immense 
sphere of va[)or, in consequence of tlio radiation of heat 
and the continual action of gravdty, b(‘came gradually 
more dense, which condensation was necessarily attended 
bv’ an increased an^rular velocity of rotation. At leno-th 

v o o 

a ])oint was thus reached where the centrifugal force of 
the equatorial j)arts was equal to tlie central attraction. 
The condensation of the interior meanwhile continuing, 
the ec[uatorial zone was detached, but necessarily con- 
tinued to revolve around the central mass with the 
same velocity that it had at the ejmcli of its separation. 
If ].>erfectly uniform throughout its eiitire rirrunt 
ferenee^ it would continue its vuJdon in an unbroken 
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ring, like that of SaUirn; not, it would probably 
collect into several masses, having orbits nearly iden- 
tical. Tiiese masses should assume a S])heroidal form, 
with a rotary motion in the direction of that of tlieir 
revolution, because tlieir interior particles have a less 
rea. velocity tlian the siipei-ior; they have therefore 
constituted so main^ planets in a state of vapor. But 
if one of tliein was sulliciently powerful to unite succes- 
sively by its attra(*tion all the others about its center, 
tlie ring of va})ors would be changed into one .^pJieroahd 
mass, circulating about tlie sun, with a nu>tion of rota- 
tion in the same direction with that of revolution.’’ 



The testimony of popular astronomical s(uence there- 
fore is ; The pi^inianj figure wa.s ^spheroidal. The oval 
form, consequently, is the beginning Ibrm of matter — its 
genesis and its ex(;du8 also. The original oval or ellip- 
sis is not elongated, remenil)er, is not drawn out, but, 
instead, is i^horietied^ so as to prodmre an almost 
geometrically perfect circle, yet always inclined to 
tlie elliptic. The globe-form, which is the jjcrfectly 
round or 8|)herc»form, is not j)ossible in a body which 
constantly and rapidly revolves in one direction. The 
earth, consequently, is bulged at the equator and cor- 
respondingly liattened at the poles. So of all the 
planets, satellites, and minor bodies of space. The law 
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of infallible geometry is : The dimaotric form of 
matter is spheroidal. The broad belt of the Summer 
Land is the highest form of spiritualized atoms — the 
ultimate and divinest figure — the final shape of all 
perfectly attenuated and exalted cosmical matter. 

Take, for a further illustration, the scale of sounds in 
the exact science of music. Between the first or lowest 
note and the eighth or highest note, we find all the 
possible intermediate sounds. But the eighth note and 
the first note are essentially the same; or, in other 
words, the last sound is a perfect reiteration or repro- 
duction of the first sound ; and it is also the hasis of an* 
other and a higher, but exactly similar scale, adapted to 
the measurement of higher sounds ; and so onwnird and 
upward, progressively, like the steps in a flight of stairs, 
until you attain to as high a sound as can be developed 
by the human voice. This liarmonial law" of progres- 
sive reproduction — the first becoming last, and the last 
first — wi]\ answ’cr the question concerning the zone- 
shape of the Summer Land. 

Unsearchable and incom])rehensible as this law of 
correspondence may apj)ear at first sight, yet nothing 
can be more easily read wdien your senses, intelligence, 
and wisdom unite ibr 'work, and seriously devote them- 
selves to the examination. By no other law can man 
perfectly acquire knowledge (►f those liarmonial ties by 
which all and each of the pieces and parts of the uni- 
verse are fastened together. Boots, in moments of 
intuitive exaltation, more than tlie common intelli- 
gei ce can grasp : — 

“ Are not the mountains, waves, and skies a part 
Of me and of my soul, as I of them ? 
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Is not the love of these deep in my heart 
With a pure passion ?” 

In music, which we have taken for an illustration, 
liow exactly mathematical in all its parts, from which 
flow innumerable spiritualizing qualities, effects, and 
enchantments. All art-music is suggested by, derived 
from, and unerringly governed by nature — the source 
of all melody and harmony. The term “discord ’’in 
music does not mean confusion and antagonism. Dis- 
cord, accord, and modulation form the august trinity. 
The accord of contrasted sounds — the mathematical 
combination and the unitary development of individual 
discordant notes — unfolds perfect harmony ! 

External music reaches the spirit-ear through the wave- 
undulations of the invisible ether of s])ace. A sound 
is increased in proportion to the number of vibrations 
per second ; thus, “ the lowest note of a 7-octave })iano 
is made by 32 vibrations per second, the highest b) 
7.680, while each intermediate note has its fixed num- 
ber,.” The pitch of a note is ascertained, and the num- 
ber of its vibrations per second determined by its }) 08 i- 
tion on the five parallel lines termed ‘‘ the staff” And 
it is another beautiful miracle (sur])rise ?) in music, that 
tlie deepest natural note, which can only be reached by 
man’s voice, is E, below the line of the second staff, 
and the highest natural note, wliich can only be sounded 
by a woman’s voice, is designated E, above the first 
staff. There is in this beautiful ada])tation a progression 
of voices just three masculines and three feminines: 
man represents and develops the “ base,” the bari- 
tone,” and the “ tenor,” whilst woman unfolds the 
three higher refinements, a greater number of sound 

i 
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waves per second, in the ‘‘ contralto ” and ^‘soprano,’* 
the higliest notes of which only woman’s voice can 
reach. Byron speaks of — 


“ The soul and source of music, which makes kno-wn 
Eternal harmony, and sheds a charm 
like to the fabled Cytherea’s zone, 

Blending all things with beauty ; ’twoiild disarm 
The spectre Death, had he substantial power to harm.” 

It is a wonderful demonstration of the inlierent 
genius of man’s mind, that in a concert of music a good 
ear can attend to the different parts of the music rHepa- 
rately^ or to all at once ! ‘‘In the latter case,” says the 
metaphysician, Sir William Hamilton, “ tlie mind is 
constantly varying its attention from one part to the 
other; the rapidity of its operations giving no percep- 
tible interval of time.” What arc the facts in this 
exam})le? In a musical concert we have a multitude 
of different instruments and voices, emitting at once an 
infinity of different sounds. These all reaeli tlie ear at 
the same indivisible moment in which they j)erish, and, 
coii8e(piently, if heard at all — much more if their 
mutual relation or harmony he perceived — they must 
be all heard simultaneously. This is evident. For if 
the mind can attend to each minimum of sound only 
successively, it consecpiciitly requires a minimum of 
time in whicli it is exclusively occupied with each mini- 
mum of sound. Now in this minimum of time there 
coexist wdth it, and with it perish, rriai^y minima of 
sound which, ex liypotheal^ arc not perceived, are not 
heard, as not attended to. In a concert, therefore, on 
this doctrine, a small number of sounds only could be 
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perceived, and above this petty inaxiinnrn all sounds 
would be to the ear as zero. But what is the fact ? 
No concert, however numerous its instruments, has yet 
been found to have reached, far less to liave sui'passed, 
the capacity of the mind and its organ. How perfectly 
true it is that — 

* Nature sounds the music of the spirit ; 

Sweetly to her worshiper she sings, 

All the giow, the grace she doth inherit, 

Round her trusting child slio fondly flings.” 

According to the reproductive law, a broad, eifub 
gent, rotating belt or zone is tlie f r^t figure or form 
revealed in the geometrical music scale of world-build- 
ing in tlie Stellar Universe ; so also is it the highest and 
1 uni figure or Ibrm of which matter, in its most exalted 
condition of ctlieroal and essential rehiiement, is capable 
of assuming ; and thus, consequently and logically, we 
actually find organized and revolving all the ascend- 
ing succession of S}>]ieres in the constitution of the imi- 
ve read urn ! 

And what is most remarkable and memorahlc is, 
that the seven ascending scales of Spiritual Zones, with 
their intervals of suns and planets, were discerned and 
described by the author, just as they were seen before 
he lived, and as they have been frequently perceived 
and pictured by others since his first account was pub- 
lished. And each seer wasse[)arate from and independ- 
ent of the other not only, but the positive existeiice and 
identical structure of the Spheres were discovered and 
described by each without any external knowledge of 
hint of the sublime geometrical law ; which law, you 
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now perceive, is at once an infellible explanation and 
an incontrovertil)le demonstration, tliat the physical 
universe is f<pheroi(lal in shape, tliat it is composed of 
a progressive series of successively ascending circles 
of suns and planets, and that it is nothing but the 
covering, the material garment, the organized hody of 
that more interior and spiritual universe which was 
*‘not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 
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CHAPTER XI. 

DEMONSTRATIONS OF THE HARMONIES OF THE UNIVERSE. 

The Harmonia] Philosophy of the universe would 
receive vast aid from the demonstrations of mathemati- 
cal and geometrical science, but tliis is not the place to 
introduce such elaborate calculations and convincing 
measurements as are impatient to take the stand as 
positive witnesses. We hope that minds gifted with 
mathematical and geometrical knowledge will feel 
moved to enter upon this enchanting inquiry. 
Scien(*e gives definite conceptions of the order and 
wisdom of the universe. Pythagoras, Plato, Euclid, 
A{)o1]ot);jis, Arcliiniedes, Ptolemy, Ke])lcr, Newton — 
all great men in the science of Geometry, and therefore 
all were great believers in the order and unchangeable 
goodness of the infinite system. 

Most minds, however, find satisfaction in analogical 
reasoning, in contrasts, in correspundential and sym- 
bolical forms of thought, and in this manner perceive 
the glory and application of great principles. For 
such, more intuitive idealists, who do not like the rigid 
exactness of geometrical ^‘fluxions,” conic sections,” 
“differential caleuuis,” &e., I am impressed to adopt 
and ])resent a variety of scales which arc not less triitli- 
ful than matliematics, while they are far more effecitive 
with the great mass of minds. 
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inCQATlVB, POSlTrV*. 


KEOATIV®. 


KHGATIVB. 


roEAS. 


PRINCIPLES. 


LAWS. 


ESSENCES. 


NHQATIVH. 


ETHERS, VAPORS, FLUIDS, SOLIDS. 


niaATiTK. 


rOBlTIT*. 
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The four priiual forms of motion and matter arc 
expressed at the foundation in Ethers, Vapors, Fluids, 
Solids. The modern diseoverj^ of science, ihai lyolar if y 
is inseparable from the various conditions of matter, 
serves our purpose from every possible point of obser- 
vation. The simjdicity of the last scale will seem more 
profound from a more elaborate })resentation. The two 
columns of “Positives” and “Negatives” may assist 
}'our mind to a still clearer conception of Nature’s 
infinite interlaeings of harmony. 

The term “ Earth,” in our scales, is employed in the 
general sense, and not with reference merely to the 
])lan(*,t on wdiicdi we live. Earth is earth, as much on 
Juno as on Venus; earth is earth, as much on Vesta 
and the Moon as on Neptune, and the term is applicable 
to all the more remote bodies in our solar comm unity. 

Tlie word, therefore, is used to signify that state of 
matter, anywliere in the universe, which is known as 
the ccddest in temperature and the lowest in the degree 
of atomic motion. Truly has it been said, that the hol- 
low ball on which we live contains within itself the 
elements of its own destruction. Within the outer 
crust — the cool temperature of which supports animal 
and vegetable life, and solidilic^s the stone, (ioal and 
metallic ores so important, to our well-being — there 
exists a mass of fluid igneous matter. Some of this 
matter occasionally (‘sca})es through the mouth of a 
volcano, or makes its preseiuie felt by an earth(|uake; 
but neither the earthquake nor the volcano is necessary 
to prove that fire exists in the earth. At the de})th of 
2,480 yards, water boils; lead melts at the depth of 
3,400 yards. There is red heat at the depth of seven 
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Positive. Negative. 


The fountain Source of 
all Laws, Forces, Prinei- 
pies, Ideas, is univcrBiilly 
called 

GOD. 

SPIRIT. 

The universality of motion, 
lieat, light, life, sensation, 

1 order, beauty, intelligence, 
love, will, Avisdoni, re- 
' veal 

IDEAS. 

REASON. 

The unifornnty and uni- 
l versality of these laws of 
cause and effect unfold 
f the higluT r<*velationa of 
mind, called 

PRINCIPLES. 

POWER. 

The first manifestation of 
Mind is Motion; the ef- 
fect of Force; and the 
inodes of the actions of 
tills Motion are termed or 

LAWS. 

FORCE. 

Ether-atoms are atoms in 
the highest possible de- 
gree of motion, consti- 
tuting an infinitely rare 
medium, chemical, dy- 
namic, elastic, and all- 
pervading, called 

ESSENCES. 

MAGNETISM. 

The vapor-atoms as<‘ond one 
tlegree higher in tin; scale 
and e.vpand throughout 
all space with an in- 
crease of motion, and are 
termed 

ETHERS. 

ELECTRICITY 

The fluid-atoms roceive an 
increase motion with an 
iiiereuso of temperature, 
cohesion is overcome, and 
tliey expand into tin- con- 
dition known as 

VAPORS. 

ATMOSPHERE 

The solidity and cohesion 
of the same atoms dis- 
appear when they are 
visited by a given quan- 
tity of m<»tion ; heat is 
developed, and those be- 
come yw* 

FLUIDS. 

WATER. 

Atoms, when slowest in 
motion and coldest in 
temperature, drop into a 
compact body, for which 
the general term is 

SOLIDS. 

EARTH. 
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miles, and if we adopt the temperature as calculated by 
Morveau’s corrected scale of Wedgeworth’s pyrometer, 
we find that the earth is fluid at the depth of cme 
hundred miles. 

Beautiful heavenly harmony is displayed in all the 
realms of being; luminous fountains of eternal ideas fill 
the universe with harmonious splendors. The Califor- 
nia poetess, Eliza A. Pittsinger, perceiving this sublime 
harmony, gave testimony in musical measure, thus: 

Great souls are filled with love, 

Great brows aro calm ; 

Serene within their might, they soar above 
The whirlwind and tho storm. 

In words the Godly man is mute — 

In di'eds ho lives — 

Wouldst know tlio tree ? examine well the fruit I 
The flower ? the ixjerit it gives ! 

Great thoughts Are still as stars, 

Great thoughts are liigh ; 

They grasp the soul where ’neath the prison bars 
It languidly doth lie. 

They bring it forth on wings 
Sublime and grand I 

Where in the night of deeply-hidden things 
It joyfully doth expand. 

Like sentinels they stand, 

And softly keep 

Their silent watches, where a ruthless band 
Of lurking errors creep. 

Like pearls of starry light 
That burn and glow, 

They pierce the shadowy vail, and o’er the night 
Their mystic splendors throw. 

4 * 
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Great truths 1 all, yes, more grand, 

More light and high. 

Than hopes that tlirill the wires throughout the land! 

Than stars that gora the sky I 

Great truths 1 alj, yes, more fair. 

Sublime and deep, 

Than burning thoughts that tremble on the air! 

Than the mysteries of sleep ! 

From nature’s Soul they spring 
To joy and light, 

And on imagination’s rjuivering wing 
They take their onward flight. 

In beauty’s garb tliey rise, 

All fresh as morn, 

And on tlieir pinions, spread for sunlit skies, 

Our souls aro gladly borne. 

With myriad wrongs they wage 
An endless war; 

And shod their luster o’er each passing age, 

Like Morning’s golden star. 

Great truths! they come from God 1 
In hoav(‘n have birth ; 

They spring to life from each prophetic word 
That thrills the earth 1 

The correspondence lietween Mind and Matter, and 
tlie beautiful proc^ressions in the scale of colors, with 
their many and diversilied polarizations, is as perfect and 
self-evident as any sum in mathematics. Coniineue.e 
at the bottom of the scale, “ Red,” and ascend to tlie 
climax in that color, White,” which is the ganiieiit of 
omniscient Jehovah, and the emblem among human 
angels of purity, fidelity, and truth. “ Light,” in this 
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l\i. Jll 


LIGHT. 


8 . Negative. 


7 . Negative. 


6. Negative. 


6. Negative. 


4 * Negative. 


3 . Negative. 


2 . Negative. 


INDIGO. 


1. Negative. 



84 


A STELLAR KEY. 


musical scale of colors, occupies the throne of God in 
the other scale, and in each you find the 3-0-9 points 
in geometrical ratio, or the 3 times 3, by which the 
whole system is demonstrated to be correlated parts of 
one harmcnious manifestation of infinite wisdom and 
love. 

Who can with indifference behold all this sublime 
harmony % The child of Nature is overwhelmed with 
wonder and ha])piness. The spirit of God enters your 
understanding, ascends the throne of your reason, and 
declares the whole gospel of philosophical truth. Look 
at the scale of colors from another point of observation, 
by which we learn of the wondrous activities of the 
principles of Light. 


SCALE or THE SEVEN 
COLORS. 

W(we lengths 
in 10 mil- 
lionihs of an 
inch. 

Number of un- 
dulations per 
inch. 

Nurnber of un- 
dulations per 
second in 
Billions. 

1. RED 

2G0 

37.640 

458 

2. ORANGE 

240 

41.610 

506 

?. YELLOW . 

221 

44.000 

1 

535 

4. GREEN 

211 

47.4G0 

577 

5. BLUE 

196 

51.110 

622 

6. INDIGO 

185 

54.070 

658 

*7. VIOLET 

1G7 

59.750 

727 


In the previous scale it was found that Essences,” 
which are eliminated and revealed in the forms of force 
called magnetism,” is the middle principle — the link 
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connecting the sphere of Mind with Lhe sphere of 
Matter. 

Positive. Passive, Negative. 

White Yiolet. Indigo. G-reen. Yellow. Orange. Red. 

(^•>1 ( 6 -) ( 5 .) ( 4 .) ( 3 .) ( 2 .) ( 1 .) 

The same law of correspondence appears in the natu- 
ral cdassitication and polarization of colors ; showing 
that “ Green ’’ is the connecting link between the three 
majors and the tliree minors. Tlemern])er tliat, in all 
the scales we introduce, is the lo'fnest and most 

inferior; and our true meaning is never seen unless the 
a8C(mt is intellectually made from the bottom, up ; or 
from the figure 1,” to the highest in the scale, just as 
you naturally walk up a flight of stairs, or as a tree 
grows upward from its germ-genesis in the soil below. 

It is not generally known that Swedenborg antici- 
pated Goethe’s Theory of Colors.* In the Arcana^ 
§ 1042, he writes : “ In order to the existence of color, 
there must needs be some substance darkish and 
briglitish, or black and white, on which, when the rays 
of light from the sun fall, according to the various 
temperature of the dark and bright, or black and white, 
from the modification of the influent rays of light, there 
exist colors, some of which take more or less from the 
darkish and black, some more or less from the brightish 
and white, and hence arises their diversity.” 


* Persons have objected to, and treated as simple and cliiidish, the 
introduction of colors in the form of badges and emblems, in the “Chil- 
dren’s Progressive L/ceum,” on the supposition that there is no interioi 
educational siguitlcauee in colors. Let such minds ask Clod wli>j colorg 
exist ! 
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Tlie positive ‘‘white,” and the negative, “black,” 
was ajjprehended by Swedenborg as the natural basis, 
in tlie intervals of which, as between the first and eighth 
note in music, all the varieties and tints of colors ap- 
pear. In like manner, and upon the same principle of 
unerring correspondence, we affirm that in the interval 
between ‘'Earth,” iiegaUm^ and “ Spirit,” all 

the diversified wonders of Matter and Mind are un- 
folded. 

An expositor of Swedenborg’s philosophy of the phe- 
nomenal universe — which seem to exist without and to 
press up against our bodily senses — thus, as a kind 
of syno])sis, states the grand idealism of his revered 
master : — 

“ What we call Nature, meaning by that term the 
universe of existence, mineral, vegetable, and animal, 
which seems to us infinite in point of space and eternal 
in point of time, is yet in itself, or absolutely, void both 
of infinity and eternity; the former appearance being 
only a sensible product and correspondence of a relation 
which the universal heart of man is under to the Divine 
Love, and the latter, a jmoduct and correspondence of 
the relation which the universe of the human mind is 
under to the Divine Wisdom. Tlius Nature is not in the 
least what it sensibly purports to be, namely, absolute 
and independent ; but, on the contrary, is at every 
moment, both in whole and in part, a pure ])hcnomenon 
or effect of spiritual causes as deep, as contrasted, and 
yet as united, as God’s infinite love and man’s unfathom- 
able want. In short, Swedenborg describes Nature as 
a perpetual outcome or product in the sphere of sense 
of an inward supersensuous marriage which is forever 
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growing and forever adjusdng itself between Creatoi 
and creature, between God’s infinite and essential 
bounty and our infinite and essential necessity.” 

In tliis statement we regret tliat Swedenborg, or 
rather Jiis intelligent pupil, employs the term “feature’’ 
as synonymous with Earth or Afatter. If tills beautiful 
and indispensable word was used in the sense of that 
which expresses the eternal order and perfect beauty ot 
the infinite Father and Mother, and in its place “ Mat- 
ter” be written, then we could most perfectly accept 
the philosophy as unquestionably true, because, in its 
essential points, it is exactly what we have been urging 
throughout these pages. 

The positive and negative manifestations of color can 
be more clearly explained by a scale of what are called 
‘Gjomphunentary colors.” These contrasts arc the 
results of careful observation, analysis, and experimen- 
tation. 

The suldirne harmonies of the universe ap])ear more 
and more as we extend our researches into the penetra- 
lium of causative principles. For exam])le, man’s five 
senses are organized progressively — each finer and 
higher than the other — corresponding with mathe- 
matical exactness to the five ascending degrees of 
matter. 

Solid matter must be raised by exjiansion to thc^^^/?V/ 
condition before his tongue can tade it; solid matter 
must become vapor before his nose can smdl it ; soliv] 
matter must become ether before his ears can hear it? 
solid matter must become ‘‘essence” before his eyes can 
see it ; but solid matter and man’s body (tan m'.'et, and 
vernation is elicited by resistance. The eyes do not see 
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the ethereal waves of sound; the ears do not perceive 
the magnetic undulations of light ; the olfactory nerves 
do not realize fluid condition of solids ; neither does 
the tongue taste the vapors (the atmosphere and odors) 
which so readily record their presence upon the sense 
of smell. 

COMPLEMENTARY PARTS OR DIVISIONS OF LIGHT. 


Positive. Negative. 



The essences and ethers and vapors and fluids of 
matter report themselves each to the appropriate sense. 
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In Matter as in Mind, we beliold the unutteraolc har- 
monies of unerring Ideas, Principles, and Laws. The 
remarkable adjustments and adaptations of matter in 
its five conditions to man’s five senses, must be obvious 
to every reflecting mind. Indeed, without such pro- 
gressive ascensions and reciprocating polarizations of 
matter, man’s reason and spirit could nev^cr arrive at 
any definite consciousness that there is a ])henomenal 
world lying about him. The following scale of corre- 
6j)ondeiiceB may bring these beautiful adaptations clearly 
into your understanding : — 


Eivb Senses. Five Functions. Five (’a uses. Five Conuitions. 


f) . h’y ('S Soein E.ssoqocs M a^^nctisrn . 

4 . Ears Hcarinp^ Etliers Eloettricity. 

3. Nose Sinollinp: V apors A tmospliero . 

2. Tonf'iie Tasting Fluids Water. 

1 . Body Feeling Solids Earth. 

There is a yet more conij^rehensive geiieralization. 
See how beautifully harmonious ! Thus absolute Spirit 
ip God ; in man, the miniature efiect of the infinite 
cause comes out in Existein^e and Individuality. In 
the infinite, Ideas are the conscious principles of pure 
Reason ; in man, the finite eftects ultimated and blos- 
somed out, are Intuition and Intelligence. The foun- 
tain of causation, as it harmoniously flows outward and 
downward into human rivers of individualized life, may 
be tabulated thus : — 


niVINITY. 


in MANITY. 


Fatiieu. Motiikk. Man. Woman. 

God /i pure Spirit ultimated in Exihtknoe and Individuality. 

Idrah are divine Ueason inanifeeted. an Intellect and, Intuition. 

I’KiNCiPLES are pure Power fenairn as motions O.ntuifuoal r/7u/ < ENTUirKTAl, 
Forces b<couit Laws expressed as Will and Production. 
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The principles of universal relationships reward 
richly all who study and comprehend them. Unless you 
do study them, you will not be convinced that the Spir- 
itual Zone rests scientifically andphilosophically upon the 
natural and indestructible order of the universe. You 
nmst study, or, at least, you ought to study, think, and 
reason, until you come to perceive and comprehend 
these grand progressive truths, namely : That the Solid 
world was once Fluid ; that fluid was once Vapor; that 
vapor was once Ether; that ether was once Essence; 
that essence is the highest material connecting link for 
the operation of positive spiritual Laws ; that these 
natural inherent laws constitute a negative medium for 
the manifestation of invisible celestial positive I'orce ; 
that this force is the negative side of a yet more posi- 
tive expression called Power; that this last potentia. 
demonstration is animated by interior intelligence and 
•more positive energies termed Principles ; that these im- 
mutable principles of the universe are external methods 
of positive, and still more interior, Ideas ; that ideas are 
the self-tl linking, inter-intelligent, purely-spiritual attri- 
butes and properties of the Divine Positive Mind. 

And you should study and contemplate these grand 
truths until you ]>erceive, as l>y the awakening and 
opening of your interior senses, that, from tlie innume- 
rable multitude of stars down to the lulled lake and 
mountain ('.oast,” all is concentered in a life of inter- 
laced alhnities and reeijuocated relationships, “ where 
not a beam, nor air, nor leaf is lost, but hath a part of 
being.” Yes, you should think upon these inexhausti- 
ble glories until deep thouglits make you silent,” 
until you grow ^D)reathles8 ” with the immensity of 
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high and holy feeling; yea, until in yoiir open soul ali 
heaven and earth are still,” while the life of your spirit 
blends its everlasting destiny with the eternally rolling 
8}>lendor8 and indestriietible unities of Truth. 

But you must not “ dream.” For cold, exact 
Science, like the moon of truth — of which Philosophy 
is both sun and stars — walks over the earth and across 
the skies, heartlessly ; but he is armed with clean- 
cutting instruments of analysis and observation; and 
so it will not avail you to turn away from Science be- 
cause its ways are fatiguing, and idly bask your reason 
in the more congenial sunshine of generalization, below 
the silent spheres. 

Under the influence of j_>assion,” says Prof. Ilamil- 
ton, the metaphysician, ‘^men seek honor, but not 
truth. They do not cultivate what is most valuable in 
reality, but what is most valuable in ()})inion. They 
disdain, perhaps, wdiat can be easily accomplished, and 
apply ihemseh es to the obscure and recondite ; but as 
the vulgar and easy is the foundation on which the rare 
and arduous is built, they^ fail even in attaining the 
object of their ambition, and remain wdth only a farrago 
of confused and ill-assorted notions, in all its jdiases, 
self-love is an enem y to philoso])iiical progress ; and the 
history of philosophy is filled with the illusions of 
which it has been the source. On the one side it has 
led men to close their eyes against the most evident 
truths which were not in harmony with their ado})ted 
opinions. It is said there was not a physician in 
Europe, above the age of forty, who would admit 
Harvey’s discovery of the circulation of the blood. 
On the other hand, it is finely observed by Bacon, that 
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‘the eye of the human intellect is not dry, but receiveo 
a suffusion from the will and the affections,’ so that it 
may almost be said to engender any science it pleases. 
Ijet men throw off their old prejudices, and come with 
hearts willing to receive knowledge, and understandings 
open to conviction. Tlnless ‘ ye become as little chil- 
dren, ye shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.’ Such 
is true religion ; such, also, is true philosophy. Phih 
osophy requires an emancipation from the yoke of 
foreign authority, a renunciation of all blind adhesion 
to the opinions of our age and country, and a purifica- 
tion of the intellect from all assumptive beliefs. Unless 
we can cast off the prejudices of tlie man, and be(a)me 
as children, docile and unperverted, we need never hope 
to enter the temple of philosophy. It is the neglect 
of this primary condition which has mainly occasioned 
men to wander from the unit]/ of truth ^ and caused the 
endless variety of religious and philosophical sects.” 

The unity of truth, the correlation of inherent ideas, 
the harmonious correspondence and fixed relationships 
of things, constitute the central charm of all intelle(*dual 
effort and research. It is both consoling and exalting 
to know, for example, that the matter of tlie living 
organizations of the universe is identical (that is, the 
sums in essence as that) with which the inorganic 
forms of the world are constituted. This truth brings all 
things together. And it is indispensable to our philoso- 
phy of the Summer Land. It shows that the forces in 
your organs are the same as the forces — gravitational, 
chemical, mechanical, electrical, spiritual. With Prof. 
Huxley, you logically come to the broad conclusion that 
not only as to living matter itself, but as to the forces 
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that matter exerts, there is a close relatloiislii}) between 
tlie organic niul the inorganic world — the diHereiice he- 
tween them arising from the diverse combination and 
disposition of identical forces, and not from any 
pi*imary diversity, as far as we can see.” 

In examining the relations subsisting l)etweGn man’s 
senses, we find that the universe may be conceived as 
“ a polygon of a thousand or a hundred thousand sid(^s 
or facets— and each of these sides or facets may be con- 
(‘eived as representing one special mode of existenc.e. 
Now, of tliese thousand sides or modes <‘ill may be 
equally essential, but three or four oidy may l)e turned 
toward us, or bo analogous to our organs. ()nc‘. side or 
la.('et ol*the‘ universe, as liolding a. relation to the organ 
of siglit, is the mode? of luminous oi’ visible^ existence; 
another, as ])roportional to tlu^ organ ot* hearing, is the 
mode of sonorous or audible existence ; and so on. Hut 
if cverv eye to see, if ev(‘ry ear to liear, were amiihilated, 
tlie modes oi* (‘xist(‘n(‘e to which th(‘sc^ organs now stand 
in relation that whi(‘.}i ('oiihl be seiai, that whi('h could 
b(* Jieard — would still nmiaiii ; and ii‘ the intdligences, 
reduced to the tliiaa- s('ns<‘.s ot* toucii, siiutl, and taste, 
were then to asscul the im])ossil)ility ot any modes of 
l)eing ex('ept those to whi(ti tluse lhrcu.‘ sense's were 
analogous, the procedure wa^uld Jiot bii more unw.ar> 
ranted, than if we now ventured to deny tlie possible 
reality of other modes oi* material (‘xisb'iK'c than those 
to tlu' perce]>tion of \vhi(di our five senses are accjoni 
modated.” 

In this Volume we must fortify our ])ositions, rctativfi 
to the substantiality of the Summer La,nd, by laying a 
broad foundation in the ]>rinci2>les and facts of science 
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Hence my impressions carry me directly into the con 
current testimony of living philosophers and scientific 
men. If I were to present exclusively my own interior 
perceptions, and leave unnoticed all the important cor- 
roborations of positive science, the world would discard 
the whole as mere ‘‘speculation.” 

Hence now I refer you to a physiological authority : 
“ All things which are in the brain of man are arranged 
into series, and, as it were, into fascicles; and into 
series within series, thus into fascicles. That such an 
arrangement has place, is evident from the arrange- 
ment of all things in the l)ody, whore fibers appear 
arranged into fascicles, and little glands into collections 
of glands, and this in the body throughout ; still more 
perfectly in the purer j)aTts whi(*h are not discernible 
by tlie naked eye ; this fasciculation is principally pre- 
sented to view in the Irrain^ in the two substances 
there, one of which is called corticnl, and the other 
medullary ; the case is notunlike in the j)urer principles, 
and at length in the most pure, where the forms which 
receive them are the very forms of life; that forms or 
substances are recipients of life, may be manifest from 
the singular things whicdi a])j>ear in the living; also 
tliat recipient forms or substaTiccs are arranged in a 
manner the most suita]>Ie for intlux of life ; without tlie 
rece])tion of life in substances, which are forms, there 
would not be given any living thing in the natural 
world, nor in the S]>iritual world ; series of tlie most 
pure stamina, like fascicles, are what constitute those 

forms As the External acts or is acted 

upon, so the Internals also act or are acted upon, for 
there is a perpetual confasciculation of the whole. For 
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example, take in the body some common covering, as 
the pleura, wliicli is the common covering of the breast, 
or of the heart and lungs, and examine it with an ana- 
tomical eye, or, if you have not made this your par- 
ticular study, consult anatomists, and they will tell you 
that this (common covering, by various circumvolutions, 
and afterward by exsertions or derivations from itself, 
finer and liner, (mters into the innuhst substance of the 
lungs, even to the smallest bronchial ramifications, and 
into the follicles tliemselves, whicli are the beginnings 
of the lungs : Not to mention its progression aftei'ward 
by the tnudiea to the larynx toward the tongue ; from 
whi(di it is evident that there is a perpetual connection 
of tlie Outmost with the Inmost, wherefore as the Out- 
most a(*.ts or is acted upon, so also the Interiors from 
the Inmost or Intimates act or are acted upon.” 

Phvsir)legists, as a (dass, arc not seers of tlie spiritual 
within the natural. Pliey observe organs, study functions, 
tra(‘.e the nerve-coimecdions throughout the ('.conomy, 
but seldom go decj)er. I hit those who do pi’ohc below 
the ap[)a.reut, who explore the interior mansions of the 
temple, lind exactly what is embodied in the Ibrcgoiiig 
testimony. As the ciiemist finds elements within ele- 
ments, as meteorologists find atn osphercs within atmo- 
S])]Leres, as geologists find strata within strata, as 
botanists find leaf within leaf and flower within flower, 
so [Jiysiologists find organs witliin organs, and inde- 
scribably finer determinations of vital power within the 
familiar forces of the human lK)dy. There is, too, 
everyAvhere iiiani Tested a law from the infinite magazine 
of ])rinei])1es, called the ‘‘centripetal force,” wherehy 
every thing is cohesively and affectionately clasped to 
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the eeiitral Heart. And every tiling would forever play 
and roll around the all-loving centripetal affections of 
the spiritual universe, were it not for the inherent prin- 
ciple of Justice, the mother of all distributions and the 
father of all ccpiilibriums, whereby every thing is taken 
in the giant arms of omnipotent ‘‘centrifugal force,” 
and is by that masculine fon'.c sent abroad through the 
illimitable immensities, and commanded to “take 
plenty of out-door exercise, eat all they can honestly 
get, rest when weary, and earn their own living.” And 
so the laws and the essences go IVom the warm home oi 
centripetal attraction, become accjuainted, and con- 
jugate together, so that, like Adam and Eve, they may 
multiply and replenish the universe. On this middle 
ground, in the meeting and mating and ])rolifi cation of 
laws and essences, we behold the marriage of Mind with 
Matter, and can, if we will, ti-ace out the generations 
which ju’oceed from them — in the diversilied forms and 
forces of the world without, 

“ Laws ” are the most descended modiilcation of the 
central Mind; whilst essences” are the most ascended 
Ibrm and condition of Matter; and theii* marriage is 
followed by the instantaneous viviticatioii of substance 
and tlie universal manifestation of foi-ees, ])rinciples, 
and ideas. But this marriage ceremony is occurring 
every moment; it eteiaially exists, as much behind as 
1‘utui’e ; and yet, owing to the limitations of thought, 
man must “ begin ” his reasonings and “ end ” with 
conclusions — the process being true and strictl}^ logical, 
also, so far as it refers scientifically to one cycle of 
development in the universal whole. 

By the marriage of Laws with Essences, we cbtain, 
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on the one side, all the successive condesceusious and 
condensations of Matter, and, on the other side, all the 
evolutions and manifestations (tf Mind. Conditions of 
Matter, once called imponderahle suhstancc^s,” tl()at 
out of existenc.e, leaving behind only vibrations or 
‘^agitations’’ ol‘ the one unchangeable reality ternied 
Matter. The ti’anslator of Iteichenbach’s Odic-Mag ■ 
neiic Letters^ concerning his ex])erinients in Odic-forces, 
has not failed to observe how })erfectly that earnest 
philosopher’s I'adiant demonstrations coincide with 
the deductions of inductive science. He recognizes 
the conceded maxim that there is no more nor no less 
matter now than there was fifty thousand years ago ; 
there is no more and no less force. “ Wave your 
hand,” says Grove; the motion lias a])])arent]y 
ceased, out it is taken up by the air, from the aii* by 
the walls of the room, and so by direct and re-acting 
waves continually (tommunicjited, but never destroyed. 
J.et us suppose that two balls rolling toward each 
otbei’ strike; the motion a})pears to be lost, but it 
changes to heat and electricity; to lieat if the balls be 
homogeneous, and elec.tricity if* heten^geneous. If the 
balls be greased so that they will glance from each other, 
they will lose little motitin and create little heat, precisely 
in proportion to th(‘ loss of one force is the develo])ment 
of others. And the motion or friction of the electrical 
machine develo[)s electricity, electricity ])roduces mag- 
netism, light, lieat. and motion, and intluences chemical 
afHnity, as is seen in tlie composition and decomposition 
of compound substances. Heat produces motion, and 
our thermometers are constructed to measure lieat by 
tfie expansion or motion which it causes in certain sub* 

1 
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BtaLOcs. Heat also develops elect ricity. An evidence 
of this may be obtained by beating bars of bismuth 
and antimony, the ends of whicli are in contact. Unite 
the other ends by an iron wire, and an electric current 
will pass over it and Ijeat tlie wire. Tlie relationship 
of light to heat is very near, and they closely resemble 
each other in their phenomena. Both are radiated in 
direct lines, reflected, refracted, doubly refracted, and 
polarized. Heat also influences chemical aftinity. 

“Light influences chemical action, which latter devel- 
02)s electricity, and that, magnetism, heat, and motion. 
A coil of wire, attached to a daguerreotype plate, 
becomes electric when tlie pdate is exj)Osed to tlie light. 
Pieces of cloth, of diflerent coloi'S, sink with diflerent 
speed into snow, showing that the light, when absorbed 
by lilack (doths, changes into heat, and therefore these 
cloths sink more rapidly into the snow. 

“ As eleeti’icity, moving round an iron bar, develops 
magnetism, so revolving magnets develo]) electricity, 
and we have magneto-electricity as well as electro- 
magnetism. Since elc(dri(;ity (anises light, heat- 
motion, and chemical aflinity, magnetism may be con- 
sidered to cause them. Magnets directly cause and 
I’csist motion ; and whenever iron is magnetized or 
demagnetized, h( 3 at is developcid. 

“Chemism, the power whicdi causes chemical action, 
by means of chemical aflinity, causes motion, electri- 
city, heat, and light. All these effects are seen in the 
chemical process of burning ; one of our strongest 
sources of electricity is in chemic^al action ; and in the 
Voltaic-pile and Galvanic battery, the amount of elec- 
ti’icity evolved is in exact proportion to the amount 
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of clieinical action ; in tlio same way as the lieat and 
electricity caused by friction are in exact proportion to 
tlie amount of the friction and to the loss of mechanical 
force. It is believed that tlie vital foi ces are also con- 
nected with the physical forces of inanimate nature. 
All the substances found in the animal are also found 
in the mineral kingdom. And light and heat are 
necessary conditions to animation.” 
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THE SUMMER LAXD ZOXE WITHIN THE MILKY WAY, 

“ If I have toM y<^>u of i-airh y Tdious. anil ye b< Im-vh not. how shall ye believe if I tell you of heavenly things?" — Te^timofW 
(9 Mam's J<on. 'IS rtcjr'led hi t?u yew Ttist<n/i(-nt. 
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CHArTER XIL 

THE CONSTITUTION OF TDE SUMMER-LAND. 

Tdlis far we liave cautiously walked in the fact- 
lighted path of inductive science. We are, nevertlie- 
less, in scairch ot* that attractive Spiritual Zone— whicdi 
blends, astronoinically and niatheniati('-ally, the finite 
with the infinite — to whiidi the hiinian lu^art and the cul- 
tuiaal niind instinctively aspir(‘. Wo are intellectually 
Bearching tor that higher Land whick, a('ce])ting the 
testimony of s(;ers, rolls einhosonual in the Stckar Uni- 
verse. In looking through the houiulless blue for our 
eternal home, we hcdmld, as by neca^ssity, the holy orbs 
and sun-built ('.onst(dlation of the ethereal realm. 

“Ye stars 1 vvliicli are Uio poetry of lioavon, 

If ill your brij^lit Icav’os we would read 11 le fa to 
()!’ men and empires — Tis to \n^ forgiven ; 

* * * l^’or ye are 

A ])eauty and a mystery, and ea'cate 

In us siK'h love and revermiee from afar 
I'hat fortune, fame, power, life, have named themselves a star.” 


Ohemistiy has many living (Lxponents, and they all 
agrt‘,e tliat the sixty-four or eighty-two 'Usimple ele- 
ments,” by euteri.ig into dilferent atomic arriiugemcuts, 
and by combining in dithircnt jtropoi'tions, origintite all 
the known (f(*m])OundB ” and orgjiiiizations in nature. 

It is according to my perceptions, liowever, that 
(diemists, when better informed, will resign tlieir now 
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popular theory of Simples.” The iiiimbei and names 
of the primates ” are increased each succeeding year 
by the discovery of several new elements. An ele- 
ment, in the chemical schools, is understood to be that 
which cannot be further analyzed or changed in its 
nature. Gold, for example, can be vaporized so finely 
as to become invisible ; but when detected, accumulated, 
and assayed, each grain of it is exactly and perfectly 
what it was at first. There is no intrinsic difference 
between the finest grain and the largest mass, and tlius 
gold is called an element.” 

But the magnificent simplicities of Nature, like the 
central unities of Truth, when they are detecited and 
correctly assayed, will put an everlasting extinguisher 
U])on all these false ‘Mights” in the temple of chemical 
science. It will be found that the solids of tlie world 
came from ethers and esseiK'.es. The atmospheres con- 
tain in solution all the world. (In this work I do not 
use the terms ‘‘fluids” and ‘‘vapors” in any ordinary 
limited sense.) It is certain to a demonstration that 
essences are the magiietical condition of matter. The 
different electricities exist in the sphere below, among 
the “vapors;” as the atmospheres, and the so-called 
gases, exist in the “fluids'' of earth and space. It is 
necessary to understand this, before your judgment can 
take in the conception of a stratified spiritual Zone, 
because tlie celestial existence is constituted of the 
ultimate atoms of visible matter. And it is, therefore, 
of the highest moment, scientifically considered, that the 
essence-opJgin of palpable solid matter be })erfectly com- 
prehended. For if it be clearly seen that the earth was 
once impalpable ether or essence, and if the estalflished 
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vvorl^l-forming laws and processes of space be remem- 
bered. as we have carefully explained them in ear- 
lier chapters, then it will be logically easy to under- 
stand the formation and constitution of the Summer 
Land. 

Tlie ethereal condition, or, rather, the essence-origin 
of visible matter^ therefore, is the question first to be 
considered. On this ])oint, then, we must take testi- 
mony aecumulated by the world’s (diemical researches. 
An English writer, full of positivism and skepticism, 
first asks a question and then answers, thus : — 

What is 71) an ? (and this term equally applies chemi- 
cally to the whole organic world.) Man is a condensation 
of gases and vapors, every one of* whicdi are floating 
round us in the atmosphere. Out of his total weight 
of 154 lbs., we have in the man — oxygen, 111 lbs., and 
lie is iniialing it every instant; hydrogen, 15 lbs., a gas 
vve burn ; cai’hon, a gas, when combined with oxygen ; 
nitrogen, })art of the air we breathe; ]dios})borus, which 
is all around us in every plant and animal, which we 
eat at every meal; calcium, liquid in water; sodium, 
li(|uld with chlorine ; and other metals in very small 
quantities, all susceptible of liquidity. Man is not con- 
scious of it, any more than he is conscious that when be 
is (‘aiing roast-beef, he is eating nitrogem, phosphorus, 
calcium, sulphur, potassium, and iron ; few even are 
conscious that, in taking salt, they are eating chlorine. 
Man is continually giving out these vapors, wliidi are 
in fact a part of himself; he is conscious oply of one 
thing, and that is, that if they escape a little too fast, 
he feels cold. The quantity of these vapors is im- 
mense. The runaway negro leaves his track distin- 
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giiishaMe by the blood-hound for 100 miles — we scarcely 
perceive it, but if a dog has lost his master, he kuowa 

his master has been in any room he goes into ; such 
is the absolutely distinctive difference of the emanations 
from each individual. These emanations are as ]>ositively 
material, as the individual liimself is material — as mate- 
rial as, it you scent a huge room with one droj) of otto 
of roses, every particle by wliicdi you perceive the scent 
is as material as the whole d]*o]) itself was. Now these 
emanations correspond exactly with r)aron Uei(dien- 
baclfs description, in his conclusions of Odyle, p. 210, 
namely : — 

A pe(iuliar force, distiiu'.t from all known for(;es, is 
ditferent from magnetism. 

Bodies possessing it do not assume any paificular 
direction iVoin the earth’s magnetism. 

In animals, at least in man, the wdiole left side is in 
odylic opposition to the right. The force appears con- 
centrated on poles in the extremities; the? hands and 
lingers, in l)oth feet, stronger in the liauds than in the 
feet. 

The odylic forc'e is conducted to (listanc(‘s yet un- 
ascertained by all solid and ]i(piid bodies; not only 
metals, but glass, resin, silk, water, dry wood, paper, 
cotton cloth, wo(dcn cloth, &c. 

Bodies may be charged with odyle, or odyle may 
be transferr. d from one body to another. In stri(*ter 
language, a body in which free odyle is developed can 
excite in another body a similar odylic state. 

Tliis charging, or transference, is effected by con- 
tact. 
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The charo;ing requires a certain time, and is not 
aecoDipliBhed under several iniiiutes. 

The odylic liglit of amorphous bodies is a kind of 
feuhle oxtemnl and internal glow, somewdiat similar to 
phosphorescence. This glow is surrounded by a delicate 
luminous vail, in the form of a line downy flame. 

Human beings are thus luminous over nearly the 
whole surface, but esj)ecially the hands, over the palm 
of the liand, tlie points of the fingers, the eyes, curtail 
parts of the head, the ])it of the stomach, the toes, &c. 

Flaming emanations stream forth from all the points 
of the fingers, of relatively great intensity, and in the 
line of the length of the flng(n*s. 

All these flames may be moved by currents of air ; 
and wlicre they meet with solid bodies, they bend round 
them, just as ordinary flaunt does. The o<lylic flaitie 
has therefore an ol)viously material (pomlerahle ?) (*har- 
a(‘tei. 

In the animal economy, night, sleoj^, and hunger 
depress and diminish the odylic influence. Taking 
i*ood, daylight, and the active waking state, increase 
and intensify it. In sleep the seat o1* o<lylic activity is 
transf<.!J-red to other parts of the nervous system. 

A ])hotographlc ])icturo is the electric eflect of light 
— the a(*,^ion of electri(‘ity on metals. Ihit man is a 
comj.)ound of the very materials used in photography, 
only in solution. You have sodium, a wJiite mef.td ; 
calcium, a wldte metal ; iodine, chlorine, and parti 
cularly phosphorus, ami you have a continmjd iTjtiu'nal 
st)ring of elec'tricity. It is curious also that any ex(*<isa 
or diminution of phos])horus in the brain affects the 
sense and imagination. 
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'^’In a work I have before me,’^ says this aiithoi, ‘*it 
is stated that the analysis of the brain of man and 
animals gives the following proportions of phosphorus : — • 


111 uni nulls of tlio lowi.'r order 1 por cent 

In imbeciles (men) “ 

In men of sound intellectual powers 2 to 2^- “ 

In men where u degree of eccentricity prevailed .... 3 “ 

Complete insanity 4 to 4^- “ 


Phosphorus is a substance in a great measure composed 
of light. I wisli you first to reflect on the intimate 
connection of the light with thought, so that the state 
of the intellectual faculties seems to be regulated by it; 
and next, that these varying quantities are only the 
result of the different power of the absorbents of dif- 
ferent individuals. 

^^In Mons. Boinet’s work on lodotlierapia, we find that 
Mens. Ohaton states that the absence of iodine in the 
air, in certain countries, is the cause of the degradation 
of tlic human s})ecies. Further — the researches and 
observations of Messi-s. Boussingaiilt, Gauge, (?antu, 
and a number of scientific men, j)rove that in those 
geographical, geological, and chemic.al situations where 
iodine is deficient, cretinism or imbecility abounds. 
This points strongly to iodine as having properties re- 
lated to intellect — and salt, in wliich the metal sodium 
is but the vehicle for chlorine, vdiat would the world 
be without it'^ The most noticeable fiicts in the case 
are -the large quantity of phosphorus in every human 
body — l|lb. ; the fact that we imbibe phosphorus in 
each bit of animal and vegetable food we eat; that the 
lower the animal kingdom is in intellect or instinct, the 
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less pliospliurus their bodies (H)ntaiii; and that the 
odylie emanations and intelligent manifestations are 
generally and most ])rol)ahiy always afv.'ompanied by 
jdiosphorus ; and that chlorine, which are always 
eating in salt, being a sister element to iodine, is full 
as likely as iodine to have a part in the development of 
intellect.” 

The materialism of this testimony does no injury to 
the purpose in view, namely, to adduce scientitic tacts 
to establish the essence-origin of matter. Innumerable 
atomic emanations arise and continually ascend from the 
bodies of persons composing the human family ; not less 
than 800,000,000 tons j>er annum; atoms tliat float out 
into s})ac('. in the rivers of ether, and enter into the 
constitution of the Summer Land. This ])rocess has 
been long known to seers. Lut the world's ]>eop1e 
want '‘fa(;ts” of tlie scdiools for 1h(^ foundation of their 
faith in the future. “ liite, in its pi*op('r, g(‘neri(t sense,” 
says (irindon, in his volume on the Varieties and Iflie- 
noniena of Life, “is the name of the sustaining prin- 
('i]>le by which every thing out of the (h’cafor subsists, 
whether worlds, nietals, minerals, tref‘S, animals, man- 
kiml, angels, or devils, tog(ither with all thought and 
ieeling. ]Sb)thing is absolutely lifiiless, though many 
things are relatively so; and it is simply a conventional 
I r('stri('tion of the term, wdiich makes life signify no more 
than tlie vital energy of an organized material l) 0 (ly. 

Has not this inorganic nature symj)athl(,;s and an- 
tipatiiies in tliose mysterious elective aflinities of the 
molecules riiatter whi(*h chemistry inv(‘stigat,es? Has 
it not the p'.werful attra(*tions of bodies to each other, 
which govern the motions of the stars scattereai in the 
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iinineiisity of space, and keep tliern in an admirable 
harinony ? Do we not see, and always with a secret 
astonislinient, the magnetic needle agitated at the ap- 
])roach of a particle of iron, and leaping under tlie tire 
of the Northern Light '( Place any material body what- 
ever by the side of anothei-, do they not immediately 
enter into relations of interchange, of rnolecnlar attrac- 
tion, of electricity, of magnetism? In the inorganic 
part of matter, as in the organic, all is acting, all ia 
promoting cliange, all is itself undergoing transibrma- 
tion. And thus, though this lile of the globe, this 
pliysiology of our jdanet, is not the life of the tree or 
tlie bird, is it not uAs'o a life? Assuredly it is. We 
cannot refuse so to call those lively actions and reactions, 
that perpetual play of the forces of matter, of which we 
are every day tlie witnesses. 

Tims, that the soul is no ‘ wilLo’-th’-wisp in the 
swamps of tlie cerebrum,’ but, an nuvn^ a body 

within a body; ‘a liie,’ as Aretauis says of the womb, 
Avithin a life;’ in the material Ixuly as God is in the 
universe, everywhere and nowhere; everywhere for the 
enlightened intellect, nowhere for the jdiysical view ; 
no more in the brain than in the toes, but the spiritual 
‘double’ of the entire fabrh*. All the organs of the 
material body liave soul in them, and serve the soul, 
eacli one according to its capacity ; yet is the soul 
itself independent of them all, because made of another 
substance 

“ Spiritual sulistances are none the less real because 
out of tlie reach of chemistry or edgetools, or because 
they are inappreciable by the organs of sense. Indeed 
it is only the grosser expressions of matter which car 
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he so treated, and wliicl’ tlie senses can apprehend. 
Heat and electri(^ity are as truly material as Hint and 
granite, yet man can neitlier cut, nor Aveigh, nor measnre 
tliem; Avliile the most familiar and a-hiindant e.\]>ression 
of all, tile air wliicli we Iweatlie, can neither be seen 
nor felt till put in mol ion. As for invisibility, whicli 
to tlie vulgar is ]>roof of non-existema', no warning is so 
incessantly addressed to us, from every do])artment ot 
creaticni, as not to ('ommit the mistake of disbelieving, 
simply l)C(ainse we (%annot sc‘e. Ea.cdi class ol‘ siibstajuais 
is real iji relation ti> the world it ]>elongs to; material 
sulistances in the material world ; s])ii*itnal substances 
in the sjiiritual world ; and ea(di kind has to be judged 
of according to its [)lac(i of abode.'’ 

The testimony of si'ience is strong(u* and stronger in 
favor ot* the (issema'-origin of all i'oinis and conditions of 
maton*; and how nmeh more satisfictory to the ex- 
ternalist, to thc', sensuous thinker, tliat tliis t(*-stimony 
proceed.-- fi'om i'e(*,ogniz(‘d lit(‘rarv and scioiil iti(*. antlior- 
ity. The veiK‘i’al)le ])liilosopliei\ Di’. Asiiliuriier, of 
England, gives most im]>ort,ant, (‘vi<l(n(a‘ that matter (ran 
])e ‘‘dissolved” and ‘‘ atteiinated” lx ijoiul the influence 
of “ attraction.” The nn]>a.i‘tich‘d atomi(i (ronstitution 
of the Summer Land, therefor(‘, is an aurknoAvledgcsd 
possibility, d’hat philosojiber and scacrii list says : ‘‘It 
is idle to discuss tlic various cliaractcrihtics of the forms 
of the o])jc(rts surrounding ns. '^idiosc* who liavtr the 
necessary iaculties aiar (piite aware that all the objects 
in nature are res(_)lval)le into certain tbrms known as 
solid, li(juld, and gaseous or aeriform. W(‘ have, on a 
previous ocarasion, illustrated a portioJi of our ])r(rsent 
subject by selecting the lightest suhstaiice known as 
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material, hydrogen gas, in order to express oiir meaning 
of infinitely attenuated matter, when a repulsive force 
operates to keep its particles asunder so as to prevent 
’ts comhining with any other form of matter. The 
orce of repulsion, then, obliges hydrogen to remain in 
a state of negative polarity; for unless its particles can 
be approximated, it cannot alter its state or its con- 
ditions. Nor can any matter without the intervention 
of force, for all matter is known to be inert or passive. 
It'man be operating on matter, in any course of experi- 
ments, it would be idle to say that he was not exerting 
his will to fashion those experiments. It has been 
shewn that the will of man is a force, attractive or re- 
pulsive, according to circumstances. |See his Essays 
in the fourth volume of the Zoh^t.'] Man can cause 
matter to be dissolved. Jt (*an be dissolved as a salt, in 
water, whicli is itself a form of matter, ca|)able of ex- 
])ansion and attenuation in the form of vapor or gas. 
But in order to effect this change in water, the^ in- 
trodiKdion of a repulsive force is necessary. Under 
all circumstances, matter is subject to force. Cannot 
force dissolve matter ^ What do we mean by electro- 
metallurgy? Does not, in tins case, electricity dissolve 
metal ? In the Ibrmation of vapor in tlie atmosphere, 
does not force dissolve water? Is not all attenuation 
of matter more or less a solution in force ? 

‘‘This idea, cxj)anded, takes ns on to that of infinite 
space. We can suppose all matter to be so far atten 
ated as ioforin universal ether ; to be dissolved by force 
in infinite space ; resolved into sneh minute particles, 
as to be no longer subject to attraction.” 

In tins place it is of the first importance to read a 
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comnjiinication tliat a])peare(] in tlie London (England) 
Spiritval Magazine concerning tlie essences and ethers 
and emanations wliicli science has discovered as 1)0* 
longing to and proceeding from pliysi(*al bodies. The 
correspondent, after alluding a])preciatively to the letters 
of -Mr. Luskin, says: — 

It is to one of his physical illustrations that wc wish 
to draw our reader’s attention. It is one of the demon- 
Btrations of spiritual clairvoyance that ca(‘h of us is 
surrounded hy a spiritual sphere or emanation ; which 
is sometimes even seen in colors, or in light, and is 
more often absolutely felt, even through our dulled and 
deadened sensibilities. Nothing, indeed, is more likely 
to be true, or can be more protusely illustrated by our 
cxiieriem^e, tliari the impression ])y thoughts or by j)re- 
monitions on meeting persons of our ac'quaintance, or 
in many of the cjrcnmstances of our daily lives, and 
intercourse with one another; but, like most that is 
spiriLiial, and ap])crtaining to the soul and its faculties, 
it is received witli ridicule or neglect. We look forward, 
however, to a future day when it will be a key-stone in 
the arch of spiritual knowledge. 

‘‘ The discovery of the s]>ectrum analysis, which now 
plays so important a part in physical science, and is 
being prosecuted in so many quarters of physics, is now 
hel|)ing ns, by demonstrating similar spheres and ema- 
nations in natural substances. This also has long ago 
been described and insisted on by Sjuritualists, but 
their testimony has been disregarded. A very interest- 
ing description is given of the recent discoveries or 
rather re discoveries on the physical plane, made through 
a friend of Mr. Luskin, and which he tlius naiTates : — 
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^Yesterday afternoon I called on Mr. H. C. Sorby 
to B(^e some of tlie results of an inquiry he has been 
following all last year, into the nature of the coloring 
matter of lea ves and flowers. ^h>u most ]>rol)al)ly have 
heard (at all events, may with little trouble hear) of the 
marvelous power w hich chemical analysis has received 
in ixv'cnt disc'overies res])ecting the laws of light. My 
friend sliowaM] me the rainbow of the rose, and the rain- 
bow of the violet, and tlie rainbow oi*the hya(anth, and 
the rainbow of forest leaves being born, and the rain- 
bow of Ibrest leaves <lying. And, last, he showed me 
the rainbow of blood. It was ])ut the tliree-hundrcalth 
part of a grain, (lissolve<l in a drop of water; and it 
cast its measured bars, forever recognizable now to 
human sight, on the chonl of the seven colors. And no 
dro]) of that red rain ea,n now be shed, so small as that 
the stain of it cannot lx*, hnown, and the voice of it 
heard out ot' the ground.'* 


“Shall there be,” he inquires, “a rainbow or sphere 
around the rose, or around a drop of blood, and no 
emanation irom the soul, with all its ( iod-given powers, 
and its undying loves, and heavenward aspirations? 
Tlie natural is but the analogue of the spiritual ; and 
poetry is true, though science, till nowq has tailed to 
see it.*” 

The reader will, possibly, find that the deepest truths 
are vailed in obscurity. Many of our ]>lainest principles 
form a kind of inAjHlerhim — immensely in- 

coniprehensible — arising in part, {)erhaj)s wholly, from 
the inadecpiacy ol‘ language to convey (*lear pictures 
and images of Ideas to the mind. Indeed, it must for- 
ever remain difiicult to iiujiart to the mind of anotlier a 
perfectly crystalline conception and knowledge of things 
Bpiritual. The faithful, truthful logical tliinker knows 
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tliat tlie visible world is but a vail, a material garment, 
traTisj)arcnt to tlic s]>irit‘B eyes, liidiiig from ])liysi('al 
vision the formative powers which are etermil. The 
material constitution and substaiitialm^ss of the Summer 
Land become a '^matter of fact ” to that mind which 
is structurally endowed and unfoldcal by culture to dis- 
cern tlie harmonious essences that perpetually build up 
the temple of the universe, and which (‘an 

“look tlirouj^h Dutural forma, 

And fed tho throb))ing arteries of Law 
III every pulse of Nature aud of Man.” 

Thus far, in this section of our subject, I have led the 
reader through the fields of s(aentifi(* iacts.'’ And to 
this ixK'thod, for a time longer, I am constrained to 
adhere; because the mattuhilized millions ol* America 
demand, even from me, the plain eviden(‘ns of intellectual 
and passionless science. 

.B(*lbre us now, theixd'ore, is the Ia])or of (xstal dishing 
in your mind grand truths: nanidy, first, that the 
5.0 (called solid” matter of the universe is continually 
TiKiiHj to its ultimat (5 condition (whicli is the rejwoduc- 
tionof its jwimitive condition), but in afar higher circle 
of refinement, called ‘‘ esseiuies and, second, tliat from 
the human organization, especially, these ‘‘Axssences” 
are continually emanating and sweeping olf into s])ace, 
being the hijlust emanations of refined mattei'from any 
globe, liecause the human body is tln^ highest organism, 
and is ])re eminently one of '‘God’s mills” for prepar- 
ing atoms to enter into the formation of the vedvety 
soils in the successive Summer Lands of immensity. 

The first time I clairvoyantly saw the “second 
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sphere ” — i. e, the nearest Summer Land, lining this pari 
of the stellar universe — it seemed only as a small sec- 
tion of a continuous white, zoue among the stars. The 
little diagram gives a hint of its first appearance in 
space. 



Let tlie reader imagi n e m y amazenumt and delight, suc- 
ceeded by an uiiiitterahle (iwe, arising from the unpre- 
paredness of my intellect for such a disclosure. Although 
1 have since seen a million times more vast and vmnder- 
ful things, concerning the spiritual and celestial iini- 
Yorses, yet the mere recalling of that jlrd im])rcssi(>ii 
and perception, which occurred almost a quarter of a 
century ago, thrills my mind through and through. 
The universe is ablaze every moment with these myriad- 
gated spheres of beauty and glory. The in finite -master 
Powers of the ITnivercadiim, and the plastic Essences 
and animated Ethers of the highest regions of Matt-^r, 
and the grand white Light of the innermost era])yrean, 
are all beautifully and pliiloso])hically disclosed to that 
mind which is intelligently and worthily open to the 
])erception and comprehension of (lod’s clnhtest truths. 
The vast panorama of the lTnivers(% in its epical 
grandeur and lyrical harmonies should be ]nctured 
as true and puni as frost-flowers upun your reason. 
The intellect of that man who Ixdiolds these lofty 
truths is supremely blest. llem^forth he should hold 
his — 
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“ — gift iu reverence. And lie should mold his life 
In beauty’s perfect %shioii, holding on 
Colurnbus-like through floods of thought unknown, 

Till tropic archipelagoes of song, 

Till virgin continents of stately verso, 

And undiscovered w^orlds of luinnony 
Repay the bold adventure." 

Siicli a pliilosoplier, standing armed to tlie teeth with 
tlie facts of positive science, would be (constrained to 
testify tliatwheii we look on a beautiful landscape, we 
see mountains, trees, rivers, real and substantial as 
regards the material universe ; nevertlieless, only as 
images, forms originally existing, in a world which we 
do not see, and from which they are derived . . forms 
which are as real as the material — yea, infinitely more 
so, siiK^e tiie material is local and teni})orary, whereas 
the s])iritual is unlimited and imperishable. Nothing 
exists excej)t hy reason of tlie s])iritnal world ; whatever 
pertains to tlie material is purely and simjily effect.” 

A(‘C‘.ording to my most careful (‘.xamiiiations of the 
physical structure of the Summer Land, the fertile 
ooils, and the lovely grovi^.s and vin(3s and flowers which 
infinitely diversify the lands(ai]>e, are (‘oiisiitutcAl of 
yarluieA tJuii ta(0‘e once in /tffon<fnhoflles! l>ut the 
world-rearing primaples, by which those particles were 
attracted from the human emana,tiuns of all the inhab- 
ited planets in the solar belt called the Afllky Way, are 
from the spiritual universe. These human emanations, 
like the lights and flames of crystals and magm^ts, ilow 
I’ortli nnccuisingly, in millions of tons daily, into the 
soils of the celestial lands. 

Perhaps it may fortify your judgment to read Reich- 
enbach’s testimony. His experiments with “ sensitives,’^ 
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as he teriiiB the neiiroloo’ieal mediums of Germany 
d(‘moiiBtrate that every llower, fruity and tree emits 
into nature the best ]>ortion of its beinp^ —its essence.” 
Blit vvlio has seen the arornal essence of a flower? 
W]io has beheld the essential form tlius given otf into 
the universe ?“ 

According to tlie Teutonic philosopher, the odie light 
is more heantifid from the horseshoe magnet, set up- 
right, with both poles ]>ointing toward the heavens. 

1 have,” ho writes in one of his letters, a nine- 
leaved horseshoe magnet, with a power of raising a 
hundred ])oiinds; and all sensitive persons can see a 
fine light streaming out ol' each pole — that is, two lights 
side by side, whicdi do not attract, nor influence, nor 
extinguish each other — as do the magnetic forces of 
opposing ])ole8 - but steadily stream u]> high, side by 
side, and form a light-colmnn, as large as a man, and 
coni])osed of innumerable light-sj.iarlvles in constant mo* 
tion — the column being described as impressively beau- 
tiful by all who have seen it. It rises ])er])endicularly to 
the ceiling, and there casts a light U])on a sj>ace about 
twelve; f*et in diameter. If the magnet is kept long in 
this position l)efor(; the sensitive ])(;rsoiu the whole ceil- 
ing becomes gradually visibhe Siudi a magnet upon a 
table throws a light u]>on it, so that every thing on its 
surface can be seen f )r a yard in each direction from the 
magnet. A hand interjiosed between the flame and the 
table ('asts a perceptibh; shadow. If you hold a piece 
of board, a pane of window-glass, a [date of tin, or any 

* Tliesc eminiulioiiw liavo bci'ii soon by many olairvoyanis. For the 
aut!u)r’s perooplion of them, read a oUaptor in ‘‘ Tlio Soor ” (Harmonia, 
vol. llh); also seo a clniptor in Tlio MaL,dc Staff.” 
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Bi'milar body horizoiitany into tlie flame, the latter will 
bend under it and rise up at tlie sides, just as tlie flame 
of a fire would under tlie Bame (dre urn stances. If a 
draft of air blow upon the magnet, or if it he moved, 
the flame bends to one side, as the flame of a candle 
would. Tlie light can be collected in a focus by a 
burning-glass, like the rays of ordinary light. The 
phenomenon is tlius shown to be a material one, and 
lias many qualities m common with ordinary flame. If 
two of these odic flames be made to cross each othm*, 
there is no perceptible attraction or repulsion, but they 
mutually pierce each other, and jiursue their resjiectivo 
cours(‘S undisturbed. If one be stronger tlian the other 
— if its sparkles of light have a stronger headway — it 
divides the weaker flame, which splits, passes over the 
sides of the strongm* one, and meets on the other side, 
just ns it does if a stick be held in it. And as sensitive 
persons saw the crystals penetrated by a line glow, so 
also they see the steel magnet translucent with a 
white light ; and electro-niagiiets have the same 
ap])earance.” 

That all the universe of matter is pei'vaded by an 
invisible essence, is to be tlie grandest discnivery of 
chemical science. (yornelius Agrippa, in his great 
works on Occult Philosophy, recognized the existence 
of this sympathetic and antipathetic essence iietween 
and throughout all things. This esseiK-.e is not a mere 
motion of matter in a high state of attenuation ; it is, 
in fac't, a substantial form of matter itself; and we find 
that the Summer Land derived its constitution from tlie 
atoms composing this interstellar and inter-planetary 
etherealized ocean of materials. 
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Now tlie Jaws that govern nature go on, as I haxe 
many times urged, with a steady and uiichangeahle 
progression. They are not at any time retarded or 
accelerated. Nothing can prevent tJie natural results 
of these Jaws. They are establislied by one great 
positive power and mind; and ecpialed and balanced 
by a negative or ultimate equilibrium. Hence their 
continued and united forces, by the influence of which 
all things are actuated, governed, and developed, 
})ass on in a steady progression. Every particle of 
matter possesses the same power whicJi governs the 
wliole of the universe, and in each particle you see a 
representation and evidence of tliose divine laws. 
Thus, in the stone you may see the pro])erties of the 
soil ; in the soil, the properties of the jdant ; in the 
])lant, the properties of an animal; in the animal you 
see man — and in Man you cannot acc, but you can feel 
the immortal jwiiK'.ijde. 

Tlie testimony of years ago is as fresh and momentous 
now as then. I am equally desirous of enforcing that 
great spiritual and eternal truth which it is necessary 
ibr man to know and appreciate before he can compre- 
hend the idea of the Summer Land ; and that is, that all 
man ifest s ahstan ces^ fornis^ com jmsltlons — ind eed^ that 
ALL THINGS VISIBLE are expressions <f am interior produc- 
tive cause^ which is the sguritual essence ; that the Mineral 
Kingdom is an expression of Motion^ the Vegetable an 
ex[)i‘ession of Life^ the Animal an expression of Sensa- 
tion^ and that Man is an expression of Intelligence • that 
the planets in our solar system are a perfect exju’ession 
of the Sun, from which they sprang ; that the various 
combined bodies and planetary systems in the Universe 



THE COr/STITUTION OF THE fciUMMi li LAND. 1J9 

are a perfect ex])ression of the Great Sun of the [Jniver- 
coilura ; that the Great Sun is the perfect ox[)res 3 ion of 
the SpiRiTijAL Sun witliin it; and that the Spiritual 
Sun is a perfect expression of the Divine Mind, Love, 
or Essence. The Spiritual Sun is thus the Center and 
Cause of all material thihi 2 ;s. It is a divero-iuo- or radi- 
ating Sphere or Atmosphere of the Great Eternal Cause. 
It is an aroma — a garment and a perfect radiation of 
the more interior Essence, the Divine, Creative Soul. 

Some conception of the Stellar Universe (/. c., the 
universe of suns and jdanets) may he obtained from a 
synoj)tical sketch of astronomic dis(a)veries. Prof. 
Meigs re})orts M. Arago's lecture to this effect: — We 
count in the Northern llemisphcre 4,400 stars visible 
to the Tiak(Tl eye. And for the purpose of counting we 
proc('ed in this way : through a nari’ow slit, coiTe- 
spending with tlie meridian of the place of obscn-vatioii, 
we look attentively and note the stai's gradually as 
tliey a]>p('ai*. Tlie following ap])roxiinate c.alculation 
will give an ijiferior limit to the number of stai's visible 
witli the powerful instruments of which we have the 
use. 

Observation has demonstrated that the number of 
the stars of tlie second magnitude is tripic that of 
those of the magnitude; that tliosii of the third 
magnitude is triple that of those of the second magni- 
tude. In a word, that in general to obtain the number 
of stars of any given magnitude, W(^ must inulti]dy by 
three tlie niimbe:- of stars of a ]>receding magnitude. 

Let us, then, admit this law to the 14th magnitude — 
to stars which the most ])owcrful instruments render 
visible ; ae the number of stars of the first magnitude ie 



120 


A STELLAR KEY. 


eighteen^ then the nnmher of stars visible by the nahed 
eye and with telescopes as iar as the 14tli magnitude 
will 1)0 about firrnig-n'tnr miUionH ; and if to these 
twenty-nine millions we add those of the 13th and 14th 
magnitudes, &(i., we obtain the number oi forty -three 
rn/dUohs of stars. 

llerschel, in that part of the lieavens occupied by the 
knee of Orion, in a band of fifteen degrees long l)y two 
degrees wide, has distinctly counted fifty thousand 
stars. And as the band is only the three hundred and 
seventy-sixth part of the celestial vault, the entire sur- 
face of the heavens must contain 98,755,000 visible with 
the telescope. And as we must remark, in a great 
many regions of the heavens the stars are much closer 
together, and that with our telescopes we only reach the 
least distant celestial spa(a)s and the stars least remote, 
we must recognize the find, that the lii’st estimate of 
their numbers is infinitely far from the truth ; and that, 
admitting one visible star in eacli s(piare minute, we 
must have a nund)er of distinct stars amounting to one 
hundred and forty-eight millions five liundred and 
seven thousand two hundred stars, and yet I’cmain 
mudi below the truth. There are then one hundred 
and forty eight millions of stars, and ou,r snu is one of 
them only. The mass of our earth is but the tliree 
hundred and fifty-five millionth [)art of tluat one sun ; 
and we are but an atom in relation to our earth. The 
place we occupy is then infinitely small, and we 'more 
than infinitely tittle. 

dOMEARATIVE iNTENSrPIKS OF THE LtGTIT OF StXRS OP 
niFFERioNT MACrxrrijDEs. — There is hi science a greai 
and much to be regretted blank ; ])hotometry, or I he 
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art of measuring tlie various intensities of light, is stiil 
in its infancy; we have liardly taken the first step. 

Tlie division of tlie stars by the order of their niagni 
tilde was made by the astronomers of ariticpiity in an 
arbitrary manner and witliout any pndension to exact- 
ness, and this vnigueness is continued in oni* modern 
charts. Those wliich are accredited now })r(^sent a 
total table of eighteen stars of tlie first magnitude ibr 
the two hemispheres. Why eigliteen, and not nineteen 
or twenty ? 

Tiic steers of tlie first magnitude arc; far from having 
all tlic same intensity. The sixth order composed 
among the ancients the last visilde to the naked eye ; 
and in our day those of tlie seventh magnitude consti- 
tute the demarcation between tlie stars visible to the 
nak(*d eye and the telc^scopic stars. 

W(; may allirm that there are certainly stars in the 
firmament whose distaiK'e from the earth is dl-1 and 
even 900 times gr(\‘iter than that of th.e stars visible to 
th(; naked eye. See what conclusion this loads us to ! 
it is admitted that light, with the velocity of 77,000 
leagiu‘s a second, takers three years to reach ns from the 
nearest star. And tliere are stars three hundred and 
forty-four and even nine hundred time.3 more remote. 
Then there are stars whose light does not reach us until 
after two thousand sevani hundred years — an infinity in 
distance as it is in numbers. 

S'i'ARS OF VaRIxVELE INTENSITY OF LlGHT.--Eratost he- 
nes, in the year 275 before Christ, says of the stars in 
the constellation of the Sc*or])ion : TJiey are preceded by 
the most beautibd of all the northern gems.’’ At this 
time this is less brilliant than the southern, and, above 
6 
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all, than Arcturus. Then there have been changei 
siiice the time of Eratosthenes. 

When Newton ])ronounced the sublime words, uni- 
versal aPraction^ there was an outcry at its novelty ; it 
was a neologism ; it had occult qualities, &c. Now the 
words fill the w^orld, of which they are its greatest 
reality. 

Diametlrs of the Stars. — Great diversity of opinion 
exists on this point. If we should take for their discs 
such as they appear to the naked eye, certain stars 
would be nine thousand millions of leagues in diameter 
— equal to twenty-seven thousand times greater diame- 
ter than the sun — and the most moderate calculations 
would be one thousand seven hundred millions, ller- 
scliers last calculation was that Arcturus had a diame- 
ter of nearly four millions of leagues (twelve minions of 
miles). If the apparent diameter of two seconds and a 
half, assigned by ITerschel to the Goat^ was real, the 
mass of that star must bo more than fourteen million 
times greater than that of our sun. But there is no 
certainty in this, nor any thing to question that our sun 
is a star. 

The sublime idea that the Creator hath made all 
with number, weight, and measure, is followed by 
Plato, who called it the geometry of the heavens. 
Halley, the friend of Newton, believed that all the 
stars were of the same magnitude — that of our sun — 
and that ditferenceof distance only caused the appaj’cnt 
difference of size. 

Number of Stars. — The number visible by means of 
a telescope of tw^enty feet focal distance may be more 
tlian five hundred millions. 
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Distance of the Stabs of some N’ehui-.e. — We have 
Biipjiosed that the iiebulse of wdiidi we ibrin part is not 
the largest of the tliree thousand . nehulje kncnvn to 
astronomers. Is it not very natural? Is it not as a 
million to one that it is so? When, therefore, on this 
hypothesis, and the facts stated by llerschel, tliat there 
are, at a medium, in the direction of our nebuhu, five 
hundred stars, that many nebulm subtend an angle of 
ten minutes, and tlic very natural hypothesis that the 
distance between two consecutive stars among the five 
hundred is the distance of the earth from the nearest 
star, we must an-ive at the conclusion that there are 
planets so distant from us that light, moving at the 
velocity of more than seventy-seven thousand leagues 
in a second of time, would take more than a million of 
years to reach us ! These few words are enough to 
prove, as it seems to me, that we must admit our 
imaginations overwhelmed at the infinite number and 
distances in (piestion. 

The existence and essential (*onstitution of the 
Summer Land must cease to excite skepticism in that 
intellect which contemplates the glory, the stupendous 
immensity, and the musical harmony of the stellar 
system. It is a grand demonstration and affirmation 
of science that light travels about 213,000 miles in a 
second ! From the moon it takes five quarters of a 
second to come to us; from the sun, eight minutes; 
from Uranus, more than five hours; from the nearest 
fixed stars, three years ; from a stai- of the seventh 
magnitude, 180 years ; from one of the twelfth magni- 
tude, 4,000 years ; and from those yet more distant orbs, 
seen only through the best telescopes — Lord Rosse’s, for 
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instance — the liglit requires many tens of thousands of 
years to reach our planet. 

Consequently, when we look at any of these bodies 
Ave do not see it as it is at ])rescnt, but as it was at some 
fornua* time more or less remote. We see tlie moon as 
it Avas some live quarters of a second ago ; Jupiter, as it 
was tifty-tAvo minutes ago ; the nearest of the fixed stars, 
as it vA’as three years ago ; one of the tA\mlfth magnitude, 
as it was 4,000 years ago; and so on. 

New stars may have (existed for thousands of years, 
(‘.omparatively near the confines of our solar system, 
which have not yet become Ausible to us ; and others 
whi(di still shiiK'- in our firmament may have y)assed out 
of existence before the time fixed for Noah’s flood. 

These facts and coiudusions are ac'knoAvledged and 
acted u]^on by astronomers. They are true, independ- 
ently of any theory of o])tics ; since it matters not 
Avh ether light is a body that actually traAuds, or a mere 
electJM(*al jJienomenon or a ^‘motion ” of force, as some 
would have it. It is sutiicient to knoAv that it takes a 
complete second before a luniinous body, 21 o, 000 miles 
distant, b»ecomes visible to us, and a pro[)ortionably 
longer interval in case of bodies farther on. 

It is strange, however, that no one has hitherto 
thought of reversing this ])robl(im ; for it follows as a 
matter of course from what lias been said already, that 
an obseiwer in the moon, looking towai*d the earth, 
does not see it as it is at the moment of observatioii, but 
as it was five quarters of a second before. An observer 
from the sun sees it as it wuis eight minutes before. 
From Uranus, the time between the reality and the per- 
ception by the eye is more than two hours. From the 
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nearest fixed stars, the interval is three years. An. in- 
habitant of a star of tlie twelfth mao;nitii(le, if we 
imagine him with unlimited power of vision, eontem- 
})lating the earth, sees it as it was 4,000 years ago ; 
wlien Memphis was founded, and patriarch Abraham 
wandered upon its surfa(*,e. Possibly, in some star still 
fiirtlier removed fi’om us, an observer, equally gifted, 
would at this very moment have obtained a view of 
the earth 6,000 years ago, the creation of mankind, and 
further back to the primeval chaos ; and so on to the 
remotest bounds of the habitable universe.” 

The following cut illustrates the appearance of the 
Summer Land in relation to the southern branch ol 
the Milky Way : — 



Thus astronomi(^al scnMice vcrg(^s on the spiritual 
universe — yea, almost walks into the house not made 
with hands — whenever it, goes abroad through the 
upper spheres searching for truth. Ticaasoning with the 
senses, to the unknown from what is visible, science is 
compelled substantially to say : That the ])lanetB are 
inhabited by living animals, we have as positive evidence 
as we have that quadrupeds or even insects inhabit the 
yet unexplored islands of this earth; but whether they 
are iidiabited by men or similar immortal beings is at 
[U'esent beyond the reach of human research. It ia 
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aBcertaiijcd that tliesc orbs, like our own, roll in regU' 
lated periods round the sun ; tliat they have nights and 
days, successions of seasons ; that tliey are provided with 
atmosphere supporting clouds and agitated by winds, 
and that thus, also, tlieir climates and seasons are mo- 
dified by evaporation, and that showers refresh their 
surfaces. 

For we know that wherever the existence of 
clouds is made manifest, there water must exist ; there 
evaporation must go on ; there electricity, v ith its 
train of phenomena, must reign ; there rains must fall ; 
there hail and snow descend. 

‘^Notwithstanding the dense atmosphere and thick 
clouds with which Venus and Mercury are constantly 
enveloped, the telescope has exhibited to ns great 
iri-egularities on their surfaces, and thus proved the ex- 
istence of mountains and valleys. But it is upon the 
planet Mars, which a[>proaches nearest to the earth, 
that the greatest advances have been made in this de- 
part imnit of inquiry. binder favorable circumstances 
its disc is seen to be ma]>ped out by varied outline, some 
portions being less retiectivc thaii land. 

“ Baer and Maedler, two Prussian astronomers, have 
devoted many years’ labor to the examination of Mars; 
and the result has put ns in possession of a map ot the 
geography of that planet almost as cxa(h and well-de- 
fined as that whi(di we possess of our own. In fact, the 
geographical outlines of land and water have been made 
a])parent upon it. But a still more extraordinary tact 
in relation to this planet remains to be considered. 
Among the shaded markings which have been noted bj 
the t(descoj)e upon its disc, a remarkable region of 
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brilliant white light, standing out in boldest relief, has 
been observed suri*onnding the visible pole. This 
highly illuminated spot is to be seen most plainly when 
it emerges from the long niglit of the winter season ; 
but when it has passed slowly beneath the heat of the 
solar beams it is found to have gradually contracted its 
dimensions ; and at last, before it lias idiinged into liglit 
on the opposite side, to have entirely disappeared. But 
the opposite pole, then corning into similar relations, is 
found to be furnished with a like luminous spot, which 
in its turn dissolves as it becomes heated by the summer 
sun. 

^‘hTow these facts prove to us incontestably, that the 
very geogi’aphical regions of Mars are fac-similes of our 
own. In its long polar Avinters, the snows accumulate 
in the desolation of its high northeiTi and southern lati- 
tudes, until they become visible to us in consequence of 
their reflective pi’operiies ; and these are slowly melted 
as the sun’s rays gather power in the advancing season, 
i7ntil they cease to be appreciable to terrestrial eyes.” 

And yet over all, and through all, as much in the un- 
numbered littlenesses of the microscopic seas as in the 
boundlessness of the telescopic imuiensities, is the sweet 
co-nsciousness of our never-ending life— the enshrined 
glory of our immortality. Ilow impressively the poet 
Dana has set this feeling to the music of utterances : — 

“ 0 listen, rnau ’ 

A voice wiOiiii us speaks tliat startling word, 

‘ Man I thou shall never die !’ Celestial voices 
Hymn it unto our souls ; according harps 
By angel fingers touched, when the mild stars 
Of morning sang together, sound forth still 
The soug of our great irurnorlality. 
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Thick cluBtering orbs, and this our lair doinain. 

The tall dark mountains and the deep-toned seat, 

Join in this solemn universal song. 

0 listen, ye, our spirits ! drink it in 

From all this air ! ^Tis in tlie gentle moonliglit ; 

’Tis floating midst Day’s setting glories ; Night, 

Wrapt in her sable robe, with silent step, 

Comes to our bed, and breathes it in our ears. 

Night and the Dawn, bright Day and thoughtful Eve 
All time, all bounds, the limitless expanse. 

As one vast mystic instrument, are touched 
By an unseen living hand, and conscious chords 
Quiver with joy in this great jubilee. 

The dying hear it, and as sounds of earth 

Grow dull and distant, wake their passing souls 
To mingle in this heavenly harmony.” 

My present pen^eptioiis and iinderstandiiig of the 
atom-essence constitution of the Suinnier Land, and of 
humanity’s delicate spiritual relationships thereto, revive 
heaiitifid memories of impressions imparted years ago. 
And while observing the ]>owerful movements of all 
things contained in the terrestrial and celestial spheres, 
there cannot hut be a conce})tion of Divine Wisdom 
legitimately aeeoinpanying the former conclusion. The 
iiinumerable centers of the stellar system ; the many 
siins, with their aeeoinpanying orbs, planets, and satel- 
lites ; the perfect precision of the general movements 
of all these bodies; their regular and connected adjust- 
ment and unity ; the distributive harmony and e(]uili- 
brium of forceps and motions wliicli they constantly dis- 
play — are all manifestations of grandeur, beauty, and 
order unspeakable. The regular incdiiiation of orbits 
and axes, and the definite distances of globes from each 
other ; their constant sameness of motion and the uni 
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form direction wliicli all take ; tlie apparent sympatlij 
and reciprocation of the spliei’es and atmosplieres of the 
innumerable and a[)parently inde])endent bodies; the 
united and constant action which each of these manifcsta 
— all conspire to force uj)on the mind the irresistible 
impression that the great and united movements of the 
Universe are all being performed according to a most 
inconceivably perfect adjustment i>f mathematical and 
mechanical laws, and that all things are guided, in the 
very motions of their inherent life and activity, by the 
essence of Omnipotent Wisdom ! Tlicir formation 
and procreation; tlieir particles and constituent parts 
manifest, in their order and arrangement, the perfection 
of pure Wisdom and Intelligence — while tlieir numerical 
extent, and diverse modes of development, infinitely 
transcend the highest powers of human calculation and 
demonstration. No ])rocess oi* analogical reasoning or 
of mathematical calculation has reached that point of 
perfection by which may be demonstrafiHl and calcu- 
lated the exact distances at which these s])lieres revolve, 
the immensity of space which they occupy, and the 
harmony of tlie wliole! 

All things are divine, both in the material and 3])i rit- 
ual Universe; and all become celestial. So every 
created spirit is invited by the progressive law of the 
Father to its home ; and when it enters, and becomes 
sensible of the loveliness and purity thereof, it glorifies 
the Father, not in prayer, but by thowjht and deed for- 
ever and ever. Each one, then, is an undying child of 
the Eternal One, who is the Father of all ; and no one 
is so low l)ut tiiat it is the highest of soitie still lower, 
and no one is so high but that it is the lowest of some 
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yet undeveloped. One spirit cannot say unto another. 

I need thee not for each one is the siistainer of 
another, and the mutual dependence constitutes the 
harmony and wisdom of all tilings. 
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CHAPTEK XIII 

THE LOCATION OF THE SUMMER LAND. 

Under this liead a world of suLlinio realities press 
for immediate expression. For twenty years the clair- 
voyant perception and interior contemplation of the 
objective existence of the (*elestial Mn)r]d liave been a 
source of unutterable joy. But I am admonished now, 
as I have been from the beginning of tliis Key, to su])- 
ply, as far as possible, the testimony of different think- 
ers, seers, and speculators ; so tljat, in tbe succeeding 
cliapters of Part II. of this work, some clear and defi- 
nite iiiformation may be both souglit and imparted. 
The author's views, many of tbem, liave already been 
])ublishe(I, bnt not with that scdentitic ])recisene8S whieii 
may hereafter be demanded by close reasoners and the 
p-iiblic generally. Now to the testimony. 

In this place, and first of all, we introduce the 
evidences of a little boy, who, on his dying bed, and 
with his last breath, beludd aiid briefly dciscribcd the 
Summer Land: The little child was dying. II is 
weary lind)8 were racked with pain no more. The 
flush was fading from his thin cheeks, and the fever 
that for many days had been drying up his blood, was 
now cooling rapidly under the touch of tlie icy hand 
that was upon him. 

There were sounds of bitter but suppressed grief in 
that dim chamber, for the dying little one was very 
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dear to many hearts. They knew that he was depart* 
ing, and the thought was hard to hear ; hut they tried 
to conmiand their feelings, that tliey might not disturb 
the last moments of their darling. 

The father and mother, and tlie kind pliysician, stood 
beside dear Eddy’s bed, and watched his heavy breath- 
ing. He had been silent for some time, and appeared 
to sleep. They thought it might be thus that he would 
pass away, but suddenly Ids mild blue eyes opened wide 
and clear, and a beautiful smile broke over his features. 
He looked upward and forward at first, and then, turn- 
ing his eyes upon his mother’s fac^e, said, in a sweet 
voi(ie : 

Mother, what is the name of that beautiful country 
that 1 see away beyond the mountains — the Ivkjli moun- 
tains 

J can see nothing, my child,” said the mother; 
“ there are no mountains in sight of our home.” 

Look ihere^ dear mother,” said the child, pointing 
upward; yonder are flu; mountains. C-an you not 
Bee them nowT'^ he asked, in tones of the greatest 
astonishment, as his mother sliook her head. 

They are so near me now — so large and high, and 
behind them the (miintry looks so beautiful, and the 
people are so ha])py — there are no si<‘/c children there. 
Papa, can you not see behind the mountains ? Tell me 
ilje name of that land !” 

The parents glanced at each other, and with united 
voice, replied : 

‘'The Land you see is heaven, is it not, my cliild'^” 

“ Yes, it is heaven. I thought that must ]>e its name. 
Oh, let me go — but how shall I cross those mountains! 
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Father, will you not carry me, for they call me from the 
other side, and I mimt ^o.” 

There was not a dry eye in that chamber, and upon 
every heart fell a solemn awe, as if the curtain which 
concealed its mysteries was about to be withdrawn. 

My son,” said the fiither, will you stay with us a 
little while long;er? You shall cross the mountains 
soon, but in stronger arms than mine. Wait, stay with 
your mother a little longer ; see how she weeps at the 
thought of losing you !” 

‘‘ Oh, mother ! oh, father ! do not cry, but come with 
me, and cross the mountains — oh, come!” and thus he 
entreated, with a strength and earnestness which 
astonished all. 

The chamber was tilled wdth wondering and awe- 
stricken friends. At length he turned to his mother, 
with a face beaming with rapturous delight, and, 
stretching out his little arms to her for one last 
embrace, he cried: Good by, mother, I am going; 
but don’t you be afraid — the strong man has come to 
carry me over the moiintarns 

This impressive testimony is based upon the fre- 
quently demonstrated fact that the spiritual existence is 
revealed, witli all its higher and most beautilul forms 
of beauty, to the relined and exalted sensibilities of old 
and young at the solemn moment of death. This 
proves also, that the divine law of growtli and of spirit 
perception is as operative in the least as in the greatest 
mwids. Mind has been called immaterial ;” but it is 
a£* much material as any thing else. All things are really 
the saiiic thing. Matter and soul, though said to be 
so difterent, actually consist of the same principle, 



THE LOCATION OF THE SUMMER LAND. 


135 


tbonj^fi in difTcreiit degrees of development. Soul is a 
more attenuated form of matter; tliis accounts for the 
imperceptibility of the soul by the physical eye. The 
eye can only discern things in the same sphere with 
itself, and those below. Hence the physical eye can 
only sec physical things ; while the spiritual eye 
can behold both s]>iritnal and physical things. The 
physical eye is imperfect — the spiritual, perfect. 
The spiritual body is composed of matter which is 
rehiied and sublimated by the law of spiritual attrac- 
tion. 

Tliere are, in the testimony of seers and spirits, tl)0 
imperfections and discre])ancies that are natural to the 
human mind in all degrees and s}>hercs of progressive 
life. The fixed laws of truth, as appreciated by the 
pliilosophical reason, eventually explain and settle all 
doubts. Head all sides, prove all things, and hold hist 
to that which is rational and good. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

A PHILOSOPHICAL VIEW OF THE SUMMER LAND. 

An iijspired discourse on this theme comes to us with 
a number of cogent passages.* The speaker is moved 
to consider the question of elementary spirit and elemen- 
tary matter, and to adduce arguments in favor of the 
hypothesis that the original and primordial substance 
was spirit. Some writers, he proceeds to say, make a 
distinction between matter and spirit — between the ele 
mental particles of the two substances. Now, one ol 
two things is certain : If the two substances, matter and 
spirit, were primordial and distinct entities, then neither 
is infinite, but finite — limited and bounded. That is to 
say, the elements of matter are limited, and thei'clbre 
do not pervade the universe. But they do occupy points 
of space. Xow, it is a mathematical axiom that two 
substances cannot occupy the same ]H)int of s])ace at the 
same time. But these writers tell us that s])iritiial sub- 
stance, so-called, fills another portion of the universe 
Now, no mind can suppose that a particle of sy)iritual 
substance, which is real, (*un occupy the same point of 
space that matter occupies. What follows? Why, 
that spirit itself is not infinite. Thus we have presented, 
not a universe, but a dual-verse of living matter on one 


♦ The extracts hi this chaDter are from a Lecture by the inspired S. J. 
Fiuuey, delivered in New Vork, March 27, 1804. 
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side and living spirit on the otlier. Can matter be in- 
spired by spirit, if the two are radically distinct and 
both finite ^ Where is our infinity ^ It is only two 
hnites. Where is the divine intelligence i Where is 
God ^ Where is religion ? Where is our immortality 
It is a logical impossibility. The truth is this: Man is 
immortal only because he is the incarnation of the 
Divine substance, and since that is infinite, he cannot 
any more be dissolved than the universe can be. 

On this subject of elementary matter and spirit, let 
me quote the words of an immortal 

The spiritual body is a sulistance ; and yet it is not 
what you term ‘ matter.’ Spirit bears the same relation 
to earthy matter that light sustains to the element of 
water— the same as the form to the ground which 
enlivens it. The sjnritual body is ^matter’ spiritual- 
ized ; as the flower is the eartli refined.” 

Observe tlie jhraseology : '^The spiritual body is 
matter sj)iritualized.” Now I am going to analyze this 
Btatement, and see if it will stand the test of investiga- 
tion. 

The Tlarmonial Philosophy does not teacli us that the 
words of an immortal are absolute authority on theo- 
retical or philosophical questions. We take tliem like 
any other authority, and we ]>ut questions to sj)irit 
personages as though they were here on earth. If the 
spirit-body is matter (in the ordinary signification of 
the term) ^'spiritualized,” then what follows Why, 
that what you call matter is spirit materialized. 
Action and reaction are equal and correlative in the 


* See c'l volume by the Author, entitled *' The Ureseut Age aud lunef 
Lifo.” p. 12 4. 
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dynamics of tlie universe. The sun’s auric waves 
break into zoiicb and tlie zones into planets, and from 
the planets come satellites. Mark the recent develoj)- 
rnents of science — how they sustain the Harmonial 
Philosophy. Twenty years ago ‘^Nature’s Divine 
Revelations” announced: “In the beginning the 
Tlniverceeluni was one boundless, undelinable, and 
unimaginable ocean of liquid fire.” What are the late 
revelations of science ? That the motions of the planets 
are the mechanical equivalent of the heat exhausted 
from the sun ; tliat four hundred and fifty-three four 
hundred and fifty-fourths of this gravitating tendency 
has already been wasted as heat. Only one four 
hundred and fifty-fourth of the original heat of the 
whole solar system remains to us as gravity. Yet 
if this one four hundred and fifty- fourtli were converted 
into heat, it would raise the temperature of a mass of 
water, equal to the sun and jdanets in weight, twenty- 
eight millwnH of degree,^ centigrade. Tlie lieat of the 
lime light is two thousand degrees centigrade ; think 
of a temperature equal to two viilUon degrees centigrade 
— if you can. TJie gravitation of worlds is tlie result 
of the heat lost. If our entire system were pure carbon, 
its combustion would generate only one tliree thousand 
five hundredths of twenty-eight million degrees centi- 
grade. So the mechanical motion of the heavens is 
always the complement of the heat lost. Therefore the 
present state of tlie universe is the result of con- 
densation. 

Science is proving that the now solid worlds were 
once in such a fine, ethereal state, that no external 
senses that man possesses could have revealed their ele- 
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mental existence to liim. Body liad not appeared. It 
came at last, by cooiini^ and condensation — or by 

materialization.” 

Cbnversely—take water, raise its tem])eratnrc till it 
becomes steam: Can you see it? Out of that steam 
unfold electricity ; out of that, magnetism ; and so on, 
one substance after another, until you reach the limits 
of external science — wliere will you stop? Nowhere 
this side of the original state of what you call matter,” 
whicli state is an infinite remove from body,” and can 
be called by no other name but spirit [essence?]. 

Now, what is “matter?” I answer. It is a word 
which ought to be a])plied not to the original substra- 
tum of things, but only to the form or ho<hj of tilings. 
It is a misuse of the word to apply it to the primordial 
and eternal elements of the universe. It is a word 
derived from the action of the senses upon tlie j>h(> 
nornena of body only. It, therefore, relates only to 
body. But Avhat is body? Gross material? No. 
Heat a granite rock in your retort; analyze it; what 
do you get? Gases. Put any thing through a chemi- 
cal analysis, and what do you get ? Not body, but a 
gaseous substance. And the more (witic,ally and 
thoroughly you carry your analysis, the less do you see 
of what you call “ matter.” Your granite rock is so 
changed that, instead of having gravitation, it ascends 
and escapes outward into the universe. Its specific 
gravity is changed into specific levity. The significa- 
tion, therefore, which you atta(di to “ matter,” is 
un[)hilosophical. It is a word derived from the expo* 
rience of the senses. Original elements are eternal, and 
cannot, therefore, be seen by the senses, for they are 
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limited by space and time. And how can faculties 
limited under space and time reveal the existence 
of elements which know neither space nor time 3 
Chronological functions are correlated only with chro- 
nological phenomena. Only Pure lieason can hum 
Pure Being; for Pure Beason alone is consciomness of 
Pare Being. Pure Tyiielligence is Pure Being know- 
ing itself. Sensation knows only phenomena. It is, 
therefore, only in pure intelligence, or spirit, that behig 
is known. Body is the phenomenon miscalled ‘‘ mat- 
ter.” The word matter,” therefore, derived, as it is, 
only from the action of the senses, means only phe- 
nomena. Pure intelligence is, therefore^, the only 
primordial stuff of things— the one eternal substance at 
the basis of all bodies. And this I call ])ure spirit. 
And by inductive science this ])ure spirit can never be 
reached, for it is an infinite distance (in time) removed 
from the plienomeiia of mere body. Eternity alone 
could suffice to com])lete the empiricle ]>rocess back- 
ward and inward to this great (‘.enter of the Cosmos. 
But man is pure spirit in his inmost, and hence pure 
being is revealed directly, at once, in consciousness 
itself. 

But let us go a step further. Science is proving by 
inducition that these external material forms are only 
appearances of tine, ethereal, everlasting essences. 
The ‘'‘material” world is only spirit materialized, 
condensed, and made uj; into forms under light and 
shadow. It is nothing but the image of the infinite 
perfection. It is not spirit that you see and touch with 
your fingers ; it is the body, the shadow, the form. I 
grant you it is real to your senses, but real what? 
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Answer: Real plionomena. Tlencc you see tlie view I 
take tlnit tlie only substance in the universe, in the first 
instance, must be Spirit. Whatever it may become 
afterwards, in appearance, in ])henonienon, in manifes- 
tatioTi, wliether it be in the solar atmos])liere breaking 
off into waves and circles of suns, one after the otlu^r, 
from the great vortex of the TTniverccElum, or the sys- 
tems of planetary worlds derived from the great central 
source, or the vegetation and the animal life that exists 
on those planets, it is all one original stiifi’ emanating 
from the great Central Sun, through ever-expanding 
circles toward the circumference. But action and 
reaction are ecpial, and if these material worlds are 
spirit materialized, then the spirit-s}>hores are body 
spiritualized. We cannot have a spiritualizing or 
upward process until we liave a materializing or down- 
ward process. These are (‘omplmnents of eacli other. 
One is attained by tlie translation of heat into the 
inecluinical motions of tlie heavens, whih^ the attain- 
ment of spiritual development, or the spirit-spheres, is 
but I'egaining the heat so lost. And you will find, as 
you rise through the s]>here of immortal life, that you 
are departing from mere mechanhis — that, as you 
approach nearer and nearer the impersonal God — the 
Divine Intelligence — you flee farther and farther from 
the limited and bounded ; that the shadows of these 
material bodies are disappearing, while the reascxuidirig 
energies of this one only substance are unfolding s])irit. 

The Spirit-world is developed by a reverse com[)Ie- 
inentary action of the “materializing'’ process. The 
Bpiritualiziiig process must repeat on a higher scale, in 
revei’se order, the 'cycles of t!ie career of world build- 
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ing, because action and reaction are equal. Tliese 
woilrjs come out of the solar atmosphere, being con- 
densed from vast solar rings. Science confirms this 
view ; every step of its progress brings ns more and 
more near to tliis great general truth. Now wliat fol- 
lows? That the spirit-sphere which emanates from this 
grosser “ material ” sphere, and constitutes the second 
sphere, or Summer Land, must be crented by a process 
exactly the reverse of that by which the earth and other 
planets are produced. 

Science teaches us that the whole solar system was 
once filled with solar ether, and was itself a portion of 
a vast zone of some far-off stellar center, and that the 
process of world-formation was by the breaking up of 
these zones of solar atmos|)here into planetary bodies. 
What, then, must bo the spiritual ])ro(‘ess, l)ut a re- 
smelting, a disintegration of the elements, aiul a rolling 
of them ba(*k, through suc(*essive stages, to^vard the 
great Central Sun of the universe again, but in a higher 
plane ? You must have a ])rocess of building the spirit- 
s})here exactly the reverse of that of building these 
planetary worlds. And when you realize this law of 
analogy, you will see liow must be that second 
sjdiere — the Summer Land. 

Now, in regard to this subject, I consider that some 
minds have fallen into a most illogical mistake in loca- 
ting the Summer Land. Altijough one writer admits 
fully the principle that spirit emanations from the earth 
ascend and form another sphere, yet he locates tlio 
spirit-zone immediately around the earth’s equator, and 
makes it only sixty degrees wide. Now two millions 
of human beings ])ass to the Sj)irit-world from this 
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earth every year, makiij£^ for every century two hun- 
dred millions. Geology is teaching us that man has 
inhabited this ])lanet at least one hundred thousand 
years. Stretch your eyes down the future for one hun' 
dred thousand more. Consider two hundred thousand 
years as the probable life of the world. Then consider 
the increase of population for one hundred thousand 
years to come, and say it* you can that such a splnu-e is 
adequate for the teeming millions of this earth. Can 
you find sufihnent space for that numlxT of beings in a 
zone sixty degrees wide around the equator, at the dis- 
tance of the moon ? Such a limited s]>irit-Bphere finds 
no response in reason. 

There is another objection to this limited view of the 
Summer Land. It makes the highest sphere of the 
Spirit-world reach just beyond the moon. Now, 
though tlie moon is not yet inhabited, the time may 
come when it will be, and a Bjn'rit-Sjihere evolved trom 
that satellite. What will lx* the cons(*([uence ? The 
two spheres of the eai-tli and the moon will run into one 
another, creating utter confusion in spiritual geography. 

But tliis conception of the dimensions of the Sum- 
mer Land is far too contracteiT. Look out upon this 
boundlo.ss universe of God. How many peo]>led worlds 
are swinging through the vast ocean of immensity ! 
Shall there be no unitive World where all these peoples 
associate? Are we to he c.onfined to this little spe(*k 
of earth, this mote of shadow in the everlasting sun- 
beam? Why has God given me my social nature, if I 
am not to feel the waves of atiection that float from the 
immortal Societies arisen from other worlds? And what 
room have I for immortal associations on such a little 
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spii’itiial sphere as tliat which is supposed to environ 
this planet ? jSTo, no ; ^ive me a s])]iere vast enough to 
infold all the relations of the innumerable worlds of 
the universe — a space eomniensurate with the grandeur 
and glory and vastness of that universe — a universal 
Summer Land. 

But further, against this limited notion, the Spirit- 
world is made up of the aggregate emanations, in zonal 
forms, of all the teeming planets of one great circle of 
euns, each one of which contributes its quota of spirit- 
ualized elements. As you approach a flower-garden, 
you first discover it by your senses. You cannot see 
the emanations of its life. I have seen the flaming 
aura of these forms in Nature. A handful even of dead 
earth has its emanations, because it is undergoing a pro- 
cess of change and translation. So with all the forms 
of earth; the elements rise, and they can mwer entirely 
come back again. Some of the grosser constituents 
may settle near the earth, and become reorganized, but 
the entire elenumts never return. The earth, as it re- 
volves through space, become more dense ; its inner 
life is flowing from it; where does it go'^ Out into 
space, like an aura. The (uirrents of these material 
elements flow first toward the north, where, by process 
of refinement, getting eliminated, they rise into the 
higher atmo8])here and flow southward. You may see 
tlieso emanations, by means of s])irit-vision, swe(q)ing 
toward the south pole, surging toward the spiritual 
zone, moving upward into the vast magnificent ocean 
ol the s})irit-sphere, and thus forming a vast zonal circle 
called the Summer Land. It is a step toward the Di- 
vine Center, a translation from the condition of cold, 
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gross matter. It is a process of eliminating what yon 
call ‘‘‘matter” into spirit, unfolding its powers and 
qualities, and making it real, substantial, perfect, and 
beautiful. Hence the relation between the Spirit- 
world and this earth, or other earths, that are peopled 
or unpeopled, must be first an elemental relation. We 
talk about the vastness and magnificence of our Missis- 
6ip]>i Kiver. Do you suppose there are no rivers of 
finer and more ethereal waters in the Spirit- world J 
Years ago angels told me : Could you open your 
spirit-eyes, you would see vast rivers of magnetic or 
spiritual life rolling from the planets toward the spirit- 
home in the universe — flowing from these solid worlds 
to make up the elements of the spheres.” On the 
bosoms of these rivers the elementary particles of re- 
fined organisms ascend. ]>ut man alone as a person- 
ality ascjends. Why ? Be(aiuse he alone is a niicrocosm. 
The other forms contribute elements; man contributes 
his ]>crsonality. This world is joined to the other by 
positive and negative laws, just as the magnetic current 
between the two poles of a battery ('onnecds the two 
ends, and each is indispensable to the other in the 
grand process of change and of cosmical spirit-eleva- 
tion. 


7 
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CHAPTER XY. 

THE SPIRITUAL ZONES AMONG THE STARS. 

A CLAIRVOYANT lookiug iiito spacc from the earth seefl 
a great number of shining belts in different directions. 
These nebulous rings in the sky, which diminish and 
increase, syminetricaliy, as they recede from and 
approach to their respective aphelions and peril lelions, 
mislead clairvoyants, mediums, and even many spirits, 
with respect to tlie location and dimensions of tiie 
different spirit-worlds. The cause of conflicting testi- 
mony is thus disclosed. The first year or more of my 
own observations I was frequently mistak'en on these 
identical points. The judgment imjuoves in tlie state 
of clairvoyance the same as under any other educational 
stimulation. 

Almost every star or globe, like the eartli, has one or 
more meteoric belts nwolving around the planet’s 
body, and in ap[)earance similar to the rings of Saturn. 
They are variable in magnitude, in brightness, and 
a])parently in the order or periodicity of their revolu- 
tion. (In a future volume these grand heavenly won- 
ders will be treated at length.) The general principle 
is, that the planets double their distaiices as they recede 
from the sun. Between the or])its~of Earth and Mars 
there is a space of about 50,000,000 miles in width, and 
between Mars and Jup)iter’s orbit there is an interval 
of ‘‘ airy nothing ” not less than 319,000,000 of miles 
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hroad. Ill this space we observe a vast bright belt of 
apparently continnons solid matter, whicli, u])on closer 
examination, is revealed as a riDer af Him ill i^favR flow- 
ing, or revolving like numerous other rings, around the 
positive sun of our system. Tliis sjdendid ])ani)rama 
of stellar beauties I formerly su]){)osed might be the 
Secoiul S{)here.” But further growth in clairvoyance 
sharpened the discriminating faculties, and thus the 
circle of asteroids in that portion of the heavens became 
clearly understood. There are about P>1,40(),0()() miles 
of space between the orbits of Venus and MiTciiry. In 
this interval, also, as between ]\[ercury and the Sun, I 
perceive r’tv.evs of co'jnrfari/ looking like the 

gorgeous rings of Saturn, only far more loaded with 
the red tlames of lire, and a kind of blazing ether, irom 
which a vast white rericction is sometimes spread 
through tlie whole southern liemis 2 >here of tlu^ heavens. 
Some seers liave supposcnl (and myself among them) 
that one of these bi'oad continuous asteroidal rings was 
the real spirit- world belonging to our earth. More 
accurate inibrmation, however, (conveys now .deas of 
mairnitiidtjs and relations ; and the first SuTUiner Ijand 
is found to be revolving near the grand orbit of the 
Milky AVay. 

There is something to be learned from the law of 
gravitation — the weight and the lightiuiss of bodies — 
by which law the logical and matlicmatical reason (am 
approximately locate the Solid Spiritual Zone in sj)ace. 
The philosophy of the scdiools [see Comstock and other 
authors] teaches that the force of gravity is greatest at 
the surface of the earth, and decreases both upward 
and downward but in different degrees. It decreases 
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above theBiirface as the square of the distance from the 
center increases. From the surface to tlie center it de* 
creases, siniplj as the distan(;e increases. That is, 
gravity at the suj*face of the earth (which is about 
4,000 miles from the center) is four times more power- 
ful than it would be at double that distance, or 8,000 
'niles from the center. According to the principles just 
stated, a body which at the surface of the eai'th weighs 
a pouml, at the center of the earth will weigh nothing. 

1.000 miles from the center it will weigh ^ of a pound, 

2.000 “ “ “ “ “ “ I of a i)Oiind, 

lijOOO “ “ “ “ “ “ f of a pound, 

4.000 “ “ “ “ “ “ 1 pound, 

8.000 “ “ “ “ “ “ 

12,000 “ “ “ I, and so on. 


The force of gravity is absolutely greatest at tlie 
center of the earth ; but at that j>()int it is exerted in 
all directions, and consequently a body at that point 
would remain stationary, because there is no BU])erior 
attraction for it to ol)ey. 

Conversely, ascending into the atmosphere, the higher 
the rarer, and yet, as the force of gravity is absolutely 
greatest at the center,” so at the highest point of our at- 
mosphere a ne/w density exists from which, as a basis, a 
new action of the law is developed. Popular science 
presented the atmospheric scale thus : — 

Altitude iu Miles, Density. 


0 

1 

14 

21 

28 

35 

^0 

105 

140 

etc. 


1 

X 

4 

'h 

-li 

l.iT 

Td2"4 
irnTuTTUU 
TTFITiJ i TI6 000 

etc. 



rilE SPIRITUAL ZONES AMONG TIIK STARS. 


I4r. 

this table it will be seen, says Prof. Kirkwood, 
that at the height of 35 miles the air is one thousand 
times j*arer than at the surfaee of the earth ; and that, 
sn|)])osing the same rate of decrease to cvjiitiniie, at the 
height of 140 miles the rarity would l)c one trillion time? 
greater. The atmosphere, liowever, is not unlimited. 
When it becomes so rare that the force of repulsion be- 
tween its particles is counterbalanced by the earth’s 
attraction, no further ex])ansion is possible. To deter- 
mine the altitude of its superior surface is a j)robleni at 
once difficult and interesting. 

Science has recognized the probability of what to the 
clairvoyants has been long well known, that the inter- 
planetary spaces are filled with a refined and elastic 
ether, throiigli which all planets revolve, and by which 
a ])erfbctly electrical and magnetic sympathy is estab- 
lislied between all inhabited planets and the Summer 
Land. 

The. plane of the orbit of the Summer Land appears 
to be at an angle of 2(f with tliat of tlie sun. [Tlie 
volume on “ Astronomy,” which I ho[)e to reacJi some 
time not fa.r future, will contain these facets more in de- 
tail.] The sidewise ap[)earance of the Spiritual Zone 
and also its appearance as a stratilied belt, are indicated 
in the illustrations already ]>resented. The remarks of 
Humboldt, in his vol. 1, ]). 12h, concerning the 

solar light are here in order : Those who have lived for 
many years in the zone of palms, must retain a pleasant 
impression of the mild radiance with which the Zodi- 
acal Li^ht, shooting pyramidally upward, illumines a 
part of the uniform length of tro[)i(*al nights. I have 
Been it shine with an intensity of light equal to the 
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Milky W ay in Sagittarius, and that not *only in the 
rare and dry atmosphere of the summits of the Andes, 
at an elevation of from thirteen to fifteen thousand 
feet, hut even on the boundless grassy plains, theLlanso 
of Yenezuela, and on the sea-sliore, beneath the ever 
clear sky of Cumana. 

In another place this author brings out soiiietliing 
equally important : ‘‘ Great as is the obscurity which still 
envelops the material cause of the Zodiacal Light, still, 
however, with the mathematical certainty that the 
solar atmosphere (iannot reach beyond nine-twentieths 
of the distance of Mercury — the opinion supported by 
Lapla(‘n, Schubert, Arago, Poisson, and P)iot, according 
to which the Zodiacal Light radiates from a vapory 
flattened ring, freely revolving in space between the 
orbits of Venus and Mars, appears, in the very deficient 
state of observation, to be the most satisfactory . . . 
JSTo telescope has yet indicated any sidereal character in 
the vaporous, rotating, and flattened ring of the Zodi- 
acal Light. Whether the particles of which this ring 
consists, and whi(h, actcording to some, are conceived 
to rotate upon themselves, in obedience to dynamic con- 
ditions, and, according to others, merely to revolve 
around the sun, are illumined or self-luminous, like 
many kinds of terrestrial vapors, is a question as yet un- 
decided.” 

Leaving upon the reader’s mind these few suggestive 
words from a s(u‘entific authority, I pass on to consider 
Dther branches of this beautiful tree of stellar truth. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

TKAVELTNO AND SOCIETY IN THE SUMMER LAND. 

The ImmaH Will, luwiTig by constitution and relation 
a ‘‘power” wldcli is liiglier than organic “forc'C,” can 
overcome the force of mat(n*ial gravity, and attaiji a 
buoyancy in a(;(^ordance with the retineineiits and tides 
of the ethereal rivers of space, and thus the individiia] 
may rise bodily, and float like a ])er8on bathing and 
floating in a beautiful stream in summer-time. Tlie 
spiribhody, remember, floats on the bosom of these 
flowing celestial streams. I[])on the celestial current 
the spirit moves witii the si>eed of light. Individuals so 
borne along testify that they ex]>erience or realize no 
'inoiion, unless they approach and glide past an orb or 
other body in space. One celestial traveler said that 
he was ‘conscious of moving or floating at the rate of 
what seemed to be not more than a mile an hour; 
another said that she wuis not conscious of any motion 
at all; and yet it was asserted that both wm*e “flying 
throu<rh soace millions of miles an hour, three times 
farther than from here to the sun, inside of one hundred 
and twenty-five minutes !” A voyage on the celestial 
seas may be accomplished quicker than a teh^graph- 
operator could record the fact for the daily press. 

Birds, you know, ride beautifully through the atmo- 
sphere ; soinetimes without so much as moving their 
wings. Certain winged ones can keep themselves 
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moving tbrough the air by means of tlie mom(3ntuin 
accumulated by the previous use of tlieir strong electri- 
cal wings. You observe that these peculiar birds work 
their wings vigorously and rajudly before they suspend 
their motions, and commit themselves with such beau- 
tiful confidence to the buoyancy and integrity of the 
viewless air. This fact in outward creation illustrates 
the principle of traveling by spirit will-power. Birds 
of loftiest flight work upon and frictionize the air on 
the same principle as the glass cylinder in a magnetic 
machine ” works against the silken cushions. Accord- 
ing to my investigation, birds develop themselves into 
Leyden-jars. All birds, by the motions of their wings 
in the act of flying, fill their bodies and very bones with 
essential electricity. Their feathers are non-conductors, 
and thus the electricity or essence which they collect is 
not easily exhausted. Birds cannot easily bring their 
forces and wills to bear against a strong current of air, 
but they accomyilish the whole feat of aerial navigation 
Bufliciently to illustrate the principle of post-mortem 
traveling on these celestial currents. Birds of flight 
bring the electrical principle of the atmos])here into the 
finest tissues and air-chambers of their hollow bones. 
Ornithologists find that the bones of birds are supplied 
with nothing substantial to the eye. Some suppose 
they are filled with air ; yes, just as a Leyden-jar is filled 
with electricity. Through the spreading and vibrations 
of their wings they develop electricity and discharge it, 
as the electric eel discharges the subtile current without 
communicating any shock to itself These birds, unless 
they have untrammeled opportunities to expand and 
vibrate their wings, and thus to ascend and fly, have no 
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buoyancy. Like heavy domestic ibvds, if you clip one 
of tlieh’ wings, or in any way accustom them to the loot- 
exercises of a yard-life, they seem to lose the power of 
working up the magnetic forces, wherel)y they gather 
the more external electric or buoyant princi])le. 
Domestic birds do not lose this })ower, but they lose the 
habit of flying, and therefore have no more buoyancy 
than any wingless bodies of similar weight. It is pos- 
sible for earth’s present inhabitants to realize what 1 am 
now stating — the ability, not bodily to fly through the 
air exactly as birds do by means of wings, but in 
harmony with the buoyant electric principle, and by a 
wise employment of this sovereign power” which is 
implanted in spii’it, with which all may measurably 
conquer ciriuimstances. l>y this ‘‘power,” mankind, 
preserving each his own peculiar life and individuality, 
in harmony with those invariable cadcstial rivia^-tides, or 
currents, will be enabled after death to travel from the 
Summer Land to different departments of the heavens 
BO tilled with orbs, and to visit what would seem to be 
immeasurable localities and interminable avenues with 
more case, naturalness, and intiniu^ly more ])leasiire, 
than you can now travel from your home to foreign 
places on this globe. 

Again, this yjower of the spirit's will is marvelous in 
a chemical point of view. Do you suppose that the 
good Father lias made mankind to live no more than 
three score and ten years,” and that then the whole 
life and temple of each one will be utterly destroyed? 
No! man is built to live an hundred years. But the 
finest piece of mechanism possible to conceive is this 
spiritual constitution of man. Will it cease to be of 



154 


A STELLAR KEY. 


service? It lias been urged many times that this world 
is hut the rudiinental existence. Do you not see that 
these crude and unsatisfactory ada])tations — tliese undis- 
ciplined and ungoverned elements of character — are 
only in their elementary state ? Mankind require 
germination and development from the inmost. The 
love of art, like art itself in this world, is but prophetic. 
If a man’s spirit yearns to paint the Madonna so that 
she would seem to others’ eyes to be a loving, breathing, 
palpitating lady of heaven, and yet but a work of art 
on insensate canvas, is this yearning not a prophecy to 
his own love-laden soul that the intense aspirations 
which the good Father implanted shall find ultimate 
gratification ? In a word, is it not ]>lainly saying to the 
spirit that, by means of that power ” wliicli shall be 
unfolded from within, he will develop as ])erfeet a 
“form” as he had coiiceived as possible on the canvas, 
and, indeed, infinitely more holy, loving, breatbing, 
adorable, and heavenly? 

Spiritual investigators in America have had a great 
many demonstrations of this form-making power of 
spirit witliin the last ten years. The illustrations have 
been furnished by many spirits of great intelligence, of 
power over the chemical afiinities of the air. Persons 
who have taken no interest in either Science or Art, 
will not be able soon “after death” to do these almost 
magical or miraculous things with imponderable prin- 
ciples. It is said that a great many inhabitants in the 
Summer Land know nothing about what wondrous 
changes can be accom])lished in the air by the will. I 
have a good mother who, although she has been there 
a full score of years, does not yet form a clear concep- 
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tion of Ilow — that is, on what principle in matter and 
mind — these manifestations ” ocxnir, some of wliich 
siie herself has occasionally made hy the senses of per- 
sons still on earth. She, an affectionate and reverential 
spirit, does not apply her mind to study the vuIIuhL 
For her it is enmgh to know that it can le and 

that, like breathing, it is productive of happiness, la 
not this natural to some minds? How many think, 
when on a steamboat, of the prodigious ibree of the 
concealed engine? Much less do persons think of tlie 
days and years of agony and poverty and dis(?ourage- 
ments wlnhdi the successive inventors of that hidden 
steanMnachine experienced before they bi'ought it to its 
])j*esent degree of perfection. Men do not often think 
of these things — of method ; they only look at ulirmates 
and res aits, 

80 with myriads who now reside in the Summer 
Land. They take ])articular interest in wdiat is possi- 
ble, and only see results that are wrought in tern^strial 
circles. 

In the (dtv of New York, on many diflerent oc.c,asions, 
most beautiful tr'insient jlowcrs were (*hemic;dly and 
artistically formed out of suitable elements, the mag- 
netic essences, whiefn ever ]>ei-vade tlui atmos])here. 
These astonishing specinnais of spirit workiminsliip were 
presented to members of the circle. Eacdi flower thus 
Ibrmed was perfectly 'paljmhlc to the bodily senscis. 
The different colors and odors wtire distinct. 7\nd the 
stems and leaves could ha felt and held in the hand. 
On one oecasion a spirit-flower was placed on the man 
tel, according to directions, and the member who did 
it went back to the table; thou the eyes of each inves- 



A STELLAR KEY. 


ir>6 

tigator were fixed upon the flower, and in tlie course of 
twelve minutes the whole plant totally vanislied ! 

Those who liave deeply investigated are familial 
with this power of will of s})irit,” which can be effec- 
tually used by the wise, intelligent, and artistic. The 
most gifted spirits have the power,” chemically, to 
bring together magnetically essential particles that are 
floating i]i the human atmosphere. Thus they con- 
struct and inspire with transient animation some of 
the most perfect forms of beauty. And yet the mere 
hiAWy presence of peculiar temperaments in a circle, 
will utterly prevent such a manifestation. Some per- 
sons breathe in and use up the requisite particles in the 
atmosphere. In most instances a certain coml>ination 
of imponderable principles is indlsponsalde to such 
manifestations. That combination is, for the most part, 
accidental or fortuitous ; because even spirits, as a gen- 
eral thing, are not regulated by an intellectual appre- 
ciation of scientific combinations. Neither spirits from 
the Summer Land nor terrestrial investigators have 
ascertained how many of certain vital and mental tem- 
peraments should be associated to constitute a perfeetly 
successful circle for the manifestation of palpable 
‘‘forms.” At present, therefore, throughout the C( uii- 
try, the manifestation takes the form of “ social inter- 
course.” Jleing social, it is regulated by no intellectual 
by-laws, or “ s(iientifi(' formulas,” and disorder, C(jnfu- 
sion, and contradictions are the not unfrequent consc' 
quences. But this phase of haphazard, disorderly in- 
tercourse is passing, and Spiritualists are adopting 
methods that will lead to a more thorough understand- 
ing of their high and glorious opportunities. 
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Principles arc botli oinnipreseut and impersonal. 
All the priiicij)les of the male and female Divinity are, 
tberef n*e, impersonally present iil that very spot which 
you now ocjcupy. For instance, you may hnd where 
yon now are all j)ossil)le chemical [)rinciples — the elec- 
tricitic^s, the atmospheres, the iJ!;ases, the (dhers, the ])o- 
larithrs — including the principles of vegetation — and 
all the forces and particles of organic life. What is the 
pi'oof? The proof is, you (vin breathe! Breathing is 
a chemical transaction. Chemistry is at the basis of 
all respiration. You discharge the carbonic acid, the 
watery vapor, and the nitrogen, while you take in and 
appro{)riate the oxygen, wliich is brimming with (‘leo 
tric.ity and magnetism, whereby you realize llie lire and 
the force of the vital and (*.erebral systems. Thoi'f', too, 
is a piunciple of vegetation. W had is tlif? pi*oof? The 
proof is, that ii* you were to bring suitabhi conditions 
tog('ther, the process of vegetation would immediately 
(-oi)imence. I km^w a Crerman chemist, who in five 
days vivified a seed, that would not otherwise s))rout in 
icss than six weeks bv the ordinary (a)urse of nature. 
Jl(^ vivihcal it bv directing iijmui and through it an 
e I e( a']*o- m a g 1 1 ( (ui r re n t , 

The vegetative ])rinci[)le is beautifully illustrat(al by 
froslings on Ih.e window-glass on cold wintry nights. 
Peduce sufficiently iluc tem])erature of any room with 
window-glass expostMl to the air, and Ibrthwith the 
priiuaple v,»f vegetation will manife&t itself. Next 
morning you fine beautiful ])encilings of plants, vines, 
and twigs with branches. The vegetable j)rinclple 
gathers about itself the particles which assume the 
forms and shapes which the principle ins])ires. 
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In like manner the principle of organic life is all 
tlirough this world, and in every possible nook and 
corner of it. Take a tumbler, put in it a little wheat or 
rye flour, and then some water ; let it stand one week 
in a warm atmospliere — would there not be evidences 
of organic life? How could it happen ? Would some 
personal God send down the formative fiat and fix up 
that little flour and water so that it would begin to 
squirm with life ? Thinkers know better. Through all 
parts and particles of the- immeasurable universe this 
principle of organic life exists; only waiting conditions, 
Ibrces, and suitable opportunity for a full and complete 
manilestation. 

In this world men see the omnipresence and imper- 
sonality of principles crudely illustrated. But when we 
advance beyond this world — when we be(.‘ome masters 
of ^‘circumstances,” what may not be possible? When 
we rise up into perfect proprietorship ; when our richest 
jewel will be self-possession ; when we shall have the 
full enjoyment and complete knowledge of those attri- 
butes which oftentimes cause their possessor moi’o 
unhaj)piness than gratification — when this time comes, 
wliat may we not expect ? 

Benjamin Franklin, the philosopher and philanthro- 
]>ist, has been recently seen in the City of New York. 
You would have pledged your solemn oath that he was 
present ! And yet he may have been a million leagues 
from the pla(*e of “chemical manifestation.” To spirit- 
power there is scarcely any limit. It would be difficult 
for any spirit to “ prove an alibi P This is an im[)or- 
tant })oint for all investigators to' remember. The 
power of the spirit is the power for all to study. The 
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force of the soul is not so ini})ort{int. The soul is 
organically wedged up in the body. No man’s ‘‘ soul” 
ever goes out of his liody but once ; then it never 
returns, fo| from that moment the body is dead. The 
supposition that spirits come down the shining liighwaj 
and enter personally the bodies of mediums, as though 
mediums were automatons, is un philosophical. Many 
very sensible persons liave aflSrmed that they have 
A^acated ” their own ])roper physical organizations, in 
order to give room for certain spirits who wished to 
enter. There never was a more complete misappre 
hension. Mediums have been permitted to say and do 
a great many things, because of the assumption being 
credited tluit they were not personally present in their 
own bodies. A multitude of Spiritualists and mediums 
are now recovering Irom the effects of such mischievous 
8U])erstitions. 

And yet the power of the will of a dweller of tlie 
Summer Land to nialvc himself seen and felt at an 
iiinnense distance, as though he were present in the 
organs of the medium’s person, is almost inconceivable. 
It is marvelous to the unphiIosophi(*al observer. It 
would seiun that the communic.ating mind Avas bodily 
and directily within the circle of your presence. The 
])sychological (*nnne(‘tion betAAmen the medium-brain 
and the spirit’s Avill is perfect. Tlie characteristics and 
habits of the spirit may be transmitted to the medium 
— that is, when the ]>sycbological control of the brain- 
organs and thought-faculties of the medium is com])lete. 
The medium, for the time being, is no self-responsible 
individual; for the will of the communicating spirit 
gives fonri^ and speech — all 
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which, to ail unprepared observer, looking at tlie mat- 
ter sensuously, seems as though the controlling spirit 
was there embodied, and that tlie customary pro}>rietoT 
of the “organism” had departed ior a tii^e to some 
other ])laec. These jiossessional “ api^earances,” in this 
sense, are not deceptive. 

Take, tor example, the case of Miss , who lias 

surprised, delighted, and instructed the people so often 
— floating them ofl' in her golden chariots of eloquence 
throughout the iniinitude of beautiful thoughts — how 
fertile her inspired brain with apjiropriatc illustrations, 
and beautiful imagery, and, sonietiines, with the 
material of profound discourse! She is an instance of 
what we call “ inspiration ” — an elevation of mentality 
to a ]>lace in the sphere of thought where she, person- 
ally, almost ceases to be, and where her higher imper- 
sonal faculties gather thems(‘lvos to the work, just as 
your poetic talents and reasoning powers would act were 
they ])ronioted to a higher state of freedom, impressi- 
bility, and action. Lifted out of the immediate considous- 
ness of personality, o?//. of rgofism, the hrain-organs and 
im])ressible thought-faculties become at once (‘nnscious 
of and tVimiliar with the subject jiresented to them. In 
this stale high mountains beconu^ “ It is 

the closest identifleation of consciousness with prin- 
ciple. But mere “intellectual displays” are slowly 
giving way to a su{>erior form of ins])i ration. The 
psychological power of spirit over the faculties is a 
question exceedingly inq)ortant to all investigators. 
We must have a scientilic basis for these spiritual 
tenqjles. Purely philoso})hical principles can alone 
make these manifestatiojis reasonable to all humanity. 



TRAVELING AND SOCIETY IN THE SUMMER LAND. iGl 


The wondrous ])ower of spirit to impress its tliouglit 
at a long distance is just as natural as is conversation. 
Here, we do not always truly impress our thoughts 
There, if the affections of two persons are in sympatliy 
with (‘ach otlier, the converse is perlect. Those celes* 
tial Brotherhoods — the immense communities which 1 
have elsewliere described — can ini])ress each other’s 
thoughts through immeasurable distances. But notlung 
of this can occur where there is no affiliation. Why 
not ? Because of the law of attraction and re]:)ulsion. 
If the attraction between distant Brotherhoods is not 
perfect, they can form no mind-telegraphic communi- 
cation with each other. 

The JSummer Land, more especially those portions of 
it wliich are in connection with tlie iidiabitants of earth, 
ap])(‘ars to my interior eyes like a iKn’ghboring ])lanet. 
It is tlie next rooui in the house not made witli hands. 
But there are an infinite number of otlier rooms. 
CharMctoi*isti(is and peculiarities of the lower territories 
or sections may not prevail in any of the higher divi- 
sions of the s])here. When tlie ey(‘s of the seer look 
higlua*, foi'tliwith many of those things which so distiiudly 
prevailed, as peculiarly adapted to the neighboring ex- 
istence, utterly cease to exist, both out of the peo[)le and 
the scenery, as mankind progressively rise out of 
peculiar and special attachments, attra(;tions, gravita- 
tions, and relations. In that section of the other sphere 
which lies next to us, the law of socluL atinuiion. is as 
powerfully Oiierative as it is in this world. It is not 
easy to tell why, but the dwellers arc gregarious. They 
are attracted socially to remain very near each other. 
But higher up, or, rather, away in more refined sections, 
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the ])eo])le are influenced l)y other interests. In fact, 
the Indian-like p:;regariou8ness becomes distasteful tc 
tliose who seek and encourage the flner attractions of 
tlie Summer Land. Their new and liigher and larger 
affections render their former selfish relations almost 
antipathies. 

The next sphere of human existence is only another 
department in the great educational system of eternity. 
There mankind liav^e o})portiinities to outgrow the errors 
and follies of this life, and thus innumerable myriads 
become prepared for another ascension. If a man 
leaves this world in good spiritual circumstaiKies, he 
may possibly as('end at once to a better broth eihood, and 
be straightway engaged in higher duties, in obedience 
to higher sympathies and attractions. Tliose who can 
see what is beautiful ” are ])re])ared to receive and 
enjoy what otherwise they could not. Wliilc those who 
go in darkness of spirit, who have brought upon them- 
selves discord and misery, go there without these liner 
attrai'tions and advantages, and pf course they become 
subjects for the j)hilanthro])ic treatment and attention 
of others who have souls for higher sympathies and the 
essence of a more beautiful hap]>iness. 

Individual attractions and repulsions prevail very 
decidedly in some sections of the upper world. Tliey 
cannot be wholly conquered by will, though they may 
be governed. Affinities and antipathies come from the 
action of the temperaments of diflerent spirits in the 
vi(dnity of ea-cdi other. When you pray, therefore, be 

* In conlirmation of lliis t)io reader is referred to “ Death and th« 
After Life ” — last chapter, conceruing the Isle of Akropanaraede. 
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Biire to pray for tlie highest iDaiiitestation of tlie 
(loiTi of heaven ; that is, for a soeial and national condi- 
tion above the ])lane of these iirigoverna])le attractions 
and repulBions — for blessings above the sphere of antipa- 
thies and unwise 8yin])athies. 

Tlie wisest lovers there make great progress by refin- 
ing and elevating the persons wlio are the objects of 
their love. Bifg earthly minds too often depress the 
objects of their attraction. Is 3'onr undisguised attrac- 
tion a manifestation of your love, or of your ])assion ? 
The source of your interest is perceived and realized by 
the object. Suppose your attraction is not reciproca- 
ted ? Why are you so forsaken, or not accept, (^d ? Because 
you do not make a distinction between your love and 
your passion for the oliject of interest. Thus many are 
disappointed in the very place wluu’e they had sup])osed 
mari iage would be beautiful and friendship ])ermanent. 

There is in all this system of affection and disaifection 
a fine spiritual chemistry and a subtile law of magnet- 
ism. Mankind h.ave not yet h'arned the difference be- 
tween mere passional imdination and true sjiiritual 
love, which attra(d,8 and ennobles its object. The 
former — the attractions of passion — are all of the 
‘‘earth, earthy.” They are not found in any of the 
celestial bi'otherhoods. The wisest do not (‘iic.oura^e in- 
discriminate inclination ; they are swayed by neither ex- 
ternal attractions nor disinclinations. They rise up into 
the celestial atmosjdiere of pure immortal affection. 
It rules all their thoughts, and thus the wisest person in 
the Summer Land is the most loving. Thus you find 
that very distinguished persons, both men and women, 
when they return to visit your habitations, use great 
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nhipVn'Uy of expression. Tliej talk mostly about Icve 
and sympatliy among mankind. They seek earnestly 
to encourage ])eo])le to cnltivat-e greater fraternity and 
unity of spirit. They bestow fine and beautiful in- 
ilueiHies. But those wise ones do not often discourse on 
the great moral themes and momentous political ques- 
tions which wholly interested them and their friends 
before they lei*t the earth. 

Divinity, in its central life, is r.ovE. In this truth you 
behold the sourc^e of salvation ” to yourself and to all 
your neigli hors in the wide world. The moment you 
jmssionateJy love your objed., with a selfish and jealous 
desire to exclude all other lK‘arts from (contact with it, 
that moment your ex(4usive love becomes a chemical 
earthly poison. Under that changcTul influence, and 
governe<l by nothing more wise tlian vital forces and 
their fiery impulses, you will surely be affected with 
diseases and nuaital distortions which may disturb your 
rest beyond tlie grave. 

Mankind (werywlnu'e slaudd worlc to bring the ^Udng- 
doin of heaven on the earth” — and not ib^* it 

mendy. Beo])le associate together and the minister will 
pray. Thy will be done on earth” — that is, may 
the divine laws, and celestial principles, and heavenly 
methods, be (airried out in human so(*iety as they are ii^ 
the Summer Land.” What does such a prayer amount 
to? Nothing, unless you j)ut your affections and your 
will to the uuuli ot“ oven'oming ignorance and obt aining 
power ” by which you (;an practice some portion of 
that which you are constaiitly supplicating heaven to 
help you to accomplish. 

Fraternal love is at the bottom of true heavenly 
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Boeiety. Let iis, then, cease heing swayed hy these 
lower attractions whhdi constantly ])rodiice family feuds 
and cause a few persons to associate to the exclusion of 
the rest of mankind. Selfish and jealous attractions do 
not j)revail in the best societies of the upper world. 
They cherislj, encourage, and manifest pure love. Idie 
front pews in the heavenly society are not set apart for 
the rich people and the hack pews for the j)oor ; neither 
do they make great distinctions in accordance with the 
dictates of a foolish and arbitrary fashion. Tlu^y who 
have l)een servants are not treated as inferior members 
of the human family. While on earth, and among so- 
called Christians, they are treated as though they Avere 
allied closely to brutes, and not human beings; in con- 
se(|uence of wliich they are angeicd, and become tliieves 
and liars, and do not hesitate to cheat and steal when- 
ever they can. 

Nothing but a radical development in society, in 
]Kdi{i(‘s, and in rc'ligion, caji ever induce some people to 
think dee])ly, and ai*rive at the (‘.onception tliat eveay 
huirnui spirit is ca,[)ahle of being y>c/’c ra ii>^ looefor (he 
ru’ighixyr, 1 do not me;in that you can love all ])er 
sous with the same kind and degree of love. I do not 
mean that }U)U will ever exist without the feeling of 
imdinat’on and disinclination, d^hat would be impossi- 
ble. .But you need not be so warped and sway(?d by 
them as to be poisoned in your thoughts and afiections 
towaial those of a diffei'cnt nation and tcm])erament. 
The true and nolde in the Summer Land work dili- 
gently among the members of its inlealoj* societies to 
bring about that state of heaverdy peace and concord. 
When the inferior societies of the other sphere are har 
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monized, the earth-land will also be more 1 arinonized; 
then all tlie races and peoples will begin to feel more 
of that ‘‘ prayer ” which is now but a lip-service among 
tile conductors of tlje Churches. 

The time is approaching when mind will be supreme ! 
Spirit, with the power of its will and the healing of its 
love, is to take the ascendant. Tlieu circumstances 
will be to man like the sheaves whicli J oseph saw in 
his dream, all bowing to tlie central sheaf ; they will 
all bow to tlie master, not to the machinations of his 
will, not to his high animal ambitions, but only to the 
fine power of his spirit. When a man grows above 
desiring selfish ends — when he arrives at that heavenly 
point — then will all high and eternal things be his. 
And he will also own the whole world. lie owns the 
city and the country ; the sky, the ocean, and all the 
earth. Ho also becomes the proprietor of all mankind. 
For we are all possessors of each other in the heavenly 
or harmonial state. 

Spiritualists have strength and inspiration adequate 
to the living of an entirely new life with reference to 
each other not only, but also with reference to all those 
who are not so blest — the neighbors ” who swarm in 
the towns, villages, cities, and difierent countries of 
the globe. They are morally and intellectually able 
to rise above all condemnation and misrepresentation, 
and be sweety and pure^ and generous^ and forgiving^ 
under all circiunstances. Tliey have but to rise up into 
this ‘Meeling’’ that power in the spirit is a portion of 
God ; that the inmost spirit only partakes of such 
})ower ; that force is only animal ; and that when you 
raise your hand in anger to strike another, you place 
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yourself on a level with your misdirected opponent. 
For the time being you are no better than he, however 
mucii he may be the provoker of your anger and you 
the innocent party. Itise out of that combative condi- 
tion. See if you cannot be strong enougli to love 
your enemies” in the tine Platonic sense, which is the 
most beautiful manifestation of spirit. Mankind can 
never have fvaternal festive occasions in this world 
unless they attain to higher growth. The festive 
seasons in the higher Societies of the Summer Land — 
from 1851 — to 1855 were memorable to all who witnessed 
tliem or took ])art in their celestial joys. The old 
Greeks, Goths, Romans, Germans, and others, forgot 
the heart-hatreds that existed during the feudal period 
of knight-errantry and chivalry. Many of these celes- 
tial Brotherhoods are composed of men who fell in those 
desj)erate struggles in old England — Normans, Saxons, 
Scots, Piets, Romans, 0(dts, French — and among them 
are many of the old ‘‘Scottish Chiefs,” who waged 
such ])ersistent wars in the early days of European civ- 
ilization. The^e festive periods arc pci-fcct illustrations 
of the P(mttH.u)stal times recorded by the writers of tln^ 
New Testament. Now I realize that correspondingly 
loyful festive occasions are oossible in this discoi'dant 
world ol* ours. It is an occaision when hundreds of 
thousands may receive baptisms from the inhabitants 
of superior S))heres. 

One ol* these celestial gatherings was in session in 
1851. The first sound in my ear was music. The 
melody thereof filled the whole heavens. It secuned 
to fill the earth with heavenly harmony, and I became 
a part of tlie scene. The landscapes all around me 
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Beeined to throb and pidsatc*, and oacli part responded 
to every ])eat ot‘ the universal music. And it seemed 
that there were in tlie other world all kinds oT musical 
instruments. The effect from the heavenly instrumenta- 
tion was indescribable. Ihit subsequently, in 1855, bv 
most careful examination and interrogations, I found 
tliat no such tliini*; as a musical iuMrument was ever 
known to exist in that part of the Summer Land. But 
the iuvestii^ation disclosed the fact tliat the human 
voice is a totality of sotouls ! The inhabitants there 
have such j)erfect acquaintance with the powers and 
sounds of the voice, that, by combining the voices of 
l)articular persons, tliey can imitate all ])ossible varieties 
and shades of instrumental music. Tliey accomplish 
more than has ever entered into the heart of man to 
coiK^eive. The association of liarmonious voices, wliich 
is but crudely developed in this world, is one of the 
celestial realities. 

These heavenly festive occasions seem to continue for 
several of our years. To them, however, it is but a 
short period ; to us it would seem to be very long. It 
is a glorious Sabbath-time to them. 

With them there is no account of time. An event 
is one beat in the universal anthem of eternal harmony. 
They terminate their festivals by dividing thenrselves 
u[) into sub-societies for the accouq)lishment of certain 
missions. Some of them acaaqit missions to other 
Ih'otherhoods, not yet harmonized, in other and more 
distant ])arts. Others visit those who arc constantly 
arriving from the tiarth, and from the planets in space. 
Think of the soldiers that were constantly ascending 
from the Union and Confederate Hospitals, and from 
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the battic-iiclds, during the hours of warfare, and think, 
too, of the dying that is every moirient going on in 
eartfdy cities — the old and inlirin, the poor and the 
outcast, the starving and despairing — for all these the 
heavenly Societies are formed, and thc^y go about their 
])hiUinthropic missions. It may seem strange to some 
of you that any work of this kind should engage and 
absorb the heart-interests of the inhabitants of the Sum- 
mer Land. But are not the attractions of the best facul- 
ties of human nature immortal ! Is it not natural that 
good spirits, good men and good women, should divide 
into Societies and form themselves into Associations for 
the furtherance of good missions ? Every member of the 
Excursional Groups has this power of Will (which I 
have already described), by which it is possible to travel 
with great speed througli s]>ace. In this way some of 
the guardians rescue unha}>j)y men and women Mdio are 
about to shoot, or ])ois()n, or otherwise destroy them- 
selves. A guardian angel nia.y save some sad, lone 
one, who is about to drown herself in tlie stream. 
Many sui(ddal characters are thus saved. Many are 
not, however, Ijecaiise they (uinnot be approached. But 
tliere is no instance (one of them said) throughout the 
intricate parts of human society, where any thing of 
this kind occurs, but some friendly and sym[)athizing 
6})irits are present, either to prevent the misfortune, or 
else to soothe the sad one’s darkened passage on to 
another sphere. 

So, therefore, when we each arrive in the Summer 
Land, we shall find persons who are perfectly acquaint- 
ed with all that we liave ever done ; no matter how 

multitudinous the floors, how thick the walls, or how 

s 
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mai];y doors were locked between us and the world— 
just the same to angel-eyes as tliougli there were nc 
walls, no floors, no doors, no locks— just as though all 
dwelling-houses were tra'^isparent crystal palaces, iii- 
stead of these tliick boards and liard stones. Aiigels’ 
eyes are clairvoyarjt, and they can see as clearly through 
the substances of space as you can see objects before you. 
This truth will exert an influence on minds that cannot 
be reached by principles. 

Now take the moral import and apply it all through 
society. You will not forget that there are many 
lieavenly eyes constantly watching your footsteps. 
However faithless, liowever worthless, however ticket 
you may travel on earth, you cannot get away from 
them. Neither can you escape from yourself! Go 
steal a gold watch or a treasure, be false and deceive 
others, if you choose ; you will never be able to get away 
from yourself ; nor can you hide away from those 
‘'guardians” wlio love you, who know whatever you 
do, and who are always seeking to save, and cherish, 
and make you better. Carry this memory with you 
throiigli liie. It is not the gospel of “ fear.” But it is 
the doctrine of truth, winch ])uts a strange and myste- 
rious check on the ])lay of ungoverned appetites and 
passions. All intuitive souls naturally believe that the 
over arching heavens are '‘full of eyes.” It was this 
conviction which inspired the iollowing very approp:i- 
ate lines : — 


Ah mol tlie solenm thoiiglit that man 
Is compassod ])y sucli eyes as these I 
That every atdion from its birth 
A puier nature soesl 
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Perchanc3 they mark not nets alone; 

It may be thoughts lie open, tex) : 

Each sin committed and eoucoived, 

The sinless angel-^ view. 

Ah ! what a sight for lioly eyes, 

The open heart of sinful man ! 

What is their pity, what their grief, 

When such a sight they scan! 

They see the good, whose head is crowned 
With praise from every human lip, 

PuH of all frailty when disguise 
From his weak heart they strip. 

They mark how sedtishness dclilcs 

The love which men esteem most pure: 
They mark how oft the virtue slips 
Wo blindly hold uKtst sure. 

Well might we shudder at the gaze 
That sees what lies most deep within. 

If angels loved, like men. to mark 
The weakness and the sin. 

They love to succor and to heal ; 

In woo they soothe, in guilt reprom: 

It is for kindly offices 

They leave their home above 
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CHAPTER XYII. 

THE 8TJMMER LAND AS SEEN BY CLAIRVOYANCE. 

I NOW behold the forms of earth and the bodies cf 
men, including my own, in a light and witli a degree 
of perception never before presented. I discover that I 
can only see the forms by judging what and where they 
are, by the light of the spirit : for the outer body is 
beyond my per(*eption, and I only see well-constituted 
and living spirits. l>y possessing this perception, I am 
enabled to commune with all the possessions of tins 
Sphere, and now behold the extended fields and living 
habitations of tliis elevated existence. 

There are to be observed three specific degrees of 
form and devel()|)inent : the young and u n matured ; 
tlie advanced stag(‘s of these up to the mediatorial 
degree of manhood ; and the highest of them all, wh ch 
is the [)erfect form and most highly developed of all-. , e 
B})irits there existing. 

1 perceive that wlienever an infant dies on aiij. 
tlie earths, the undeveloped body of its s}>irit becomes 
deposited in this Sphere, and is fully unfolded in intel- 
lect, and highly enlightened concerning all of its own 
existence and prior situation. The infant tliat has had 
life and dies in infancy, is, 1 perceive, in this Sphere, 

Note. — It may bo a source of instrneiion and satisfaction to those who 
have not yot examined works on the Spiiituul Philosoj)iiy, to read a 
few extracts Iroin “Nature’s Divdno Revelations,” pp. G47, at seq. 
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fully developed and pcifeeted. So it is with all uiiin 
formed spirits who escape tlie body oji any earth ; foi 
each is here educated in tlie tiaiths and beauties of the 
whole existence. So it is also witli the ijitelliirent and 
highly cultivated ; for they are here iiiore advanced, 
and occupy a position more elevated and refined. 

Moreover, I discover three distinct or associ 

ations of men and females, eacli occupying a position 
determined by their degree of cultivation, sympathy for 
one another, and po^ver of approacliing (^acli other's 
sphere of knowledge and attainmeid. And wliat is 
well to relate is, that each society is en(*.oinpassed by a 
peculiar s])here or atmosphere, vvhi(*h is an exhalation 
from the specific (piality of their interioi’ or sj)iritual 
characters. Kveiy spirit lias a pe(aillar sph(‘re of its 
own, and also a, goneraf one in win’ch it can with 
pleasure (jxist. And s[)irits know and associate with 
each other according to tlie quality ot* the s])here whicdi 
is exhaled irom tlnur intm'iors. They ass^xnate only 
as plun’cs ai’c agrei^able, and as they are capable o: 
api roaching each other with j>leasure. 

> it is also with mankind on earth. They dwell ii 
other’s society only as they can coalesce, anc 
oach each other witli pleasure. So also are exist- 
ing on earth the threci Sj)ecih*(t degrees of development, 
w^hicdi are youth, manhood, and mature age. But they 
arc in a rudiinental condition, and not situated in order 
as they are in the Second Sjdiere, 

I perceive that sjarits approach other according to 
the relative degrees of brilliancy which surrounds and 
encompasses their forms. Thus association is deter* 
mined and made perfect by the law of congeniality and 
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affinity, or affection. Tliey liave an affection for one 
another in proportion to the similarity in the degrees of 
love and })urity to wliich tliey have attained. Thus 
are tlie three stat(‘s or societies established. 

In th(^ society are an immense imrnber of infant 
and uncultivated spirits, which are in various degrees 
of advancement and cultivation, according as such have 
proceeded from the earth. In the second group or 
society are those who have become highly instructed in 
the ])rinciples and truths of the Divine Mind. And 
into this society all who die on earth with minds 
])roperly unfolded are immersed, because here they can 
associate agreeably. In tlie third society I discover 
spirits of the most enlightened char.acter. The most of 
them proceed from the planets Jupiter and Saturn, and 
also from planets in othei solar systems. Tliis society 
is so highly illuminated with wisdom that it is almost 
impossible for the spirits of the lower societies to 
ap]>roach it. If they make an effort to enter their 
midst, this is immediately overcome liy tbe strong 
repulsion ai*ising from the non-affinity existing between 
them and their resy>ective splicres. 

The atmo8]>here that flows from and encompasses 
and protects the first society, is of a mingled and rather 
nnilluminated appearance. Its brilliaiuy is ratlier 
faint in comparison to that of those above it. It 
ap]iears gloomy, dark, and rather uncongenial, because 
it is an emanation from uncultivated intellects. Yet 
there is a purity — an exceeding purity among them, 
viewed (a)m])aratively with that (existing on earth. 

The second society is enveloped with an atmosphere 
of far more congenial variegations, presenting a re- 
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splendent brilliancy wliicli indicates purity and ele- 
vati(jn. Tt appears like the mingling of many colors, 
such as are not known on earth. And these arc all so 
perfectly conjoined, and are blended together in suc*h 
harmony, that the wliole aroma is of itself a represen- 
tation of purity and refinement. Yet it is a sphere 
emanating from the whole body of the society, indi- 
cating the wisdom of the spirits composing it. Their 
wisdom consists in a knowledge of truths and prin- 
ciples concerning material and rudimental things ; and 
in them they are highly enlightened. And the inc^on- 
ceivablc variety of colors surrounding them arises from 
their dissimilar stages of intellectual advancement. 
Yet they are all in the same plane of wisdom, and 
thus form one society, enveloped by this beautiful and 
refined atmosphere. 

The tlrWd society is also clothed with an aerial gar- 
ment, wliich is a perfect representation of the character 
and perfection of their interiors. I behold in it all 
colors, and a variety of reflections proceeding from the 
subordinate societies; and these reflections render their 
spiritual emanation so very beautiful that language is 
inadequate to describe it. 

Those of the firnt society arc in the plane of natural 
thought ; that is, they are just emerging from tlie 
instructions and impressions of earth, into the wisdom 
of the higher societies. 

The second society is in the plane or sphere of caimcs; 
that is, they are just emerging from a superior knowl- 
edge of visible eflfects presented on earth, to a percep* 
tion of the interior causes of them : and their wisdom 
extends to the lowest and first cause of all matejial 
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tilings. Therefore they liave a knowledge of all 
interior canscs, essences, and tlieir inodes of external 
manifestation : hut they are not in tlic possession of 
superior wisdom concerning the uses for which causes 
and effects were instituted. 

The M//v/ so(ii(dY is in tlie jilane of effects / and 
those composing it have a perception of all ultimate 
design, and of tlie univ^ersal adaptation of tilings to 
each other. Their minds are exceedingly luminous. 
Witli their ]>owers of ])enetration, the exhirnals of 
things are laid 0}ien, and they per(*-eivo only the char- 
acter and quality of the interior. Their \nsion extends 
to every recess of their own habitation, and their 
knowledge comprehends all subordinate material exist- 
ences. They have a most unlimited prese ntation of all 
created things below their eh‘vated position ; and their 
wdsdoni is light, and love, and brilliancy, and even 
ecstasy, to a degr(‘,e that transcends desc-ription. With 
their unfolded spiritual jiowers they behold the vast 
hindsca])es of the spirit-home, too extensive to be corn- 
])rehended by men on earth, and too beautiful to be 
appreciated or enjoyed by them. 

The third society are not only in a state of emerge- 
ment from the plane of causes to that of etfects, but 
also from their sphere to the third world of human 
existence. 

And what is well to relate is, that notwithstanding 
the dissimilitude that exists between the three societies, 
there is a perfect unity aiinjiig them, and a mutual 
dependence one upon another; and there is a continual 
aspiring affection that gyrates from the infant intellect 
to the high and superior wisdom of the third society 
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There is a unity of action, an agreeableness of situation, 
and a pro2)riety of position, which cause them all to 
live one for anotlier, like a hrotherhood. 

And, moreover, it is prolitablc to remark that each 
society or group is well situated, well conditioned, and 
well cultivated, in reference to the specific state which 
each is compelled to sustain. The situations are per- 
fect in proportion to the degree of wisdom and refine- 
ment to which each has attained. The lowest appears 
inferior in comparison to the higher and superior; 
thougli even the first, to man on earth, would appear to 
be a high state of perfection. }>y the vaia’eties of con- 
dition and development, tlie societies are made perfect. 
They are thus as one brotherliood, joined by mutual 
affections and actions, and i)erpetuated in goodness by 
the ])enigii and gentle influences tliat ]>roceed from the 
highest society to tlie lower ones, and from these to it 
again. 

The societies in the Second Sphere are very much to 
be admired, because of the perle(*.t liaianony which ])er- 
vades them, and the ])erfect melody and coiiccrt of 
nidi mental and ])erfected knowledge which tliay mani- 
fest. In a corresponding manner does there exist a 
concert of action, a unity of feeling, and a universal 
love, one for another. 

The inhabitants do not converse voralhj^ but immerse 
their thoughts into one another by radiating them u]>on 
the countenance. And I perceive that thought enters 
the spirit by a process of breathing^ or rather it is intro- 
ducted by influx, according to the desires of tliose con- 
verfoing. They perceive thouglit by and througl; the 
eyes, inasmuch as these^ like the general couiiteuf.nce, 
8 * 
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are an index to the quality and workings of the interior. 
They seemingly h.mr each other converse ; but that is 
owing to a previous knowledge of sound by which 
words are distinguished and their meaning appre- 
ii ended. 

They perceive tilings without theiri by their sense of 
vision; but they are conscious tliat it is the reflection 
which they perceive, and not \\\o suLstance, Tiierefore, 
they exercise judgntent concerning all they j>erceive— 
not judging from sensuous observation, but from the 
character of the substance observed. 

I also discover that spirits in this Sphere approach 
and associfite witli each other according to the mutual 
aflinity subsisting between them, even as do the inhabb 
taut 8 of earth ; but the difference is in the mode of 
associating. Men fui eartli associate with one another 
by the guidance of tlieir gross and rudimental senses, as 
these are productive of inclination and desire. Instead 
of this, men associate in this higher Sphere by a 
knowledge of each other’s inherent purity, and the state 
of each otlier’s affections. 

Moreover, I perceive that the former erpcrience of 
every person, both male and female, is treasured up in 
the memory, from which tJicy can extract representa- 
tions of that wliich they yireviously knew or experi- 
enced. Every thing iippears indelibly impressed upon 
the meino’y, and is mirrored forth with a vividness in 
propoi’tion to the stnaigth of' the impression. There- 
fore, wliatever thouglit enters tlie liuman mind on 
earth, becomes a resident in the memory, and is here 
brought forth with the appearance (jf newness tliat 
makes it both interesting and instructive. Those things 
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exj^erienced wliicli are disagreeable to tlie memory arc 
deposited iii its depths and concealed from the view of 
any oilier being, by the prevalence of tliose events and 
experiences whicli it pleases tlie mind to remember, 
and which the mind takes delight in contemplating. 
Hence it is proper for all men on earth to do and think 
only that wliich pleases them most (according to wis- 
dom), and which they would most earnestly desire to 
remember ; and not to do those things, or encourage 
those thoughts, which are opposed to the superior 
delights of the mind. If this cannot be done in the 
present social and mental condition of the world, then 
it is projier to Ghancjp those conditions, so that even iluH 
great good and pleasure may be obtained. 

When spirits conversing appeal to each other’s 
memory, the memory mirrors Ibrth a jierfect represen- 
tation of the tiling remembered, which is perceived and 
understood by the conversing sjiirit. I behold beauti- 
ful representations in the memory of those in the higher 
societies. These representations a.re oi‘ the most (‘xcpii- 
site clniracter, because they proceed from the memory 
of highly enlightened intoliects ; and they are therefore 
delightful, inviting, and instructive. 

I perceive that every thing in this Sphere is created 
and manilested only by and through the exercise and 
direction of wisdom, Ilem^e the perfect order and 
unifoniiity that subsist, and the incxjiressible happiness 
that flows as a vmnsequence from such exipiisite har- 
mony and unity of action. Every thing is appreaated 
as a blessing conferred upon them by the light ai. 1 life 
of Divine Love, and the order and form of Divine 
Wisdom. 
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It is pleasing to behold these heavenly societies ; for 
I see them at tliis moment existing in the most perfect 
degree of brotherly love, and joined inseparably to- 
gether by constant ascending and descending affections. 
Ilow very clear and bright are their conntenancos 
expressions! 'bhey are unblemished by artificial .ly, 
and unspotted by rudiniental and gross intrusions— for 
they are above and su])erior to these, and highly de- 
veloped. The first society is indeed low, in compari- 
son to tlie highest ; but the variety and the degrees 
nevertheles.s form of the whole a complete brotherhood. 
The diversity consists in the different degrees of de- 
velopment; and the lowest cannot approacli the high- 
est, because of tlie dissimilarity of quality and spheres. 
But the lowest contains and involves the highest, while 
the latter, in rt3turn, comprehends and pervades the 
whole Sphere, manifesting a grace and beauty beyond 
the power of language to describe. And there exists 
almost an infinite variety of dispositions, of loves, of 
afiections, and of wisdom, among them ; yet each modi- 
fication of previous conditions of mind is only an as- 
cending degree of refinement toward ])erfe(3tion. 

The whole is Ix^autiful — surpassingly beautiful and 
sublime! for there exists that continual emanation of 
love and wisdom frofn sochities and individual forms, 
displaying a brilliancy of illumination beyond any light 
or color on earth. It is even so very bright and beauti- 
ful, that those in the lower societies who approach are 
almost thrown into ectasies of delight. They become 
[)rostrated, and ap|)arently fall on their faces, because 
of the beauty and Iwilliancy of the aroma that encom- 
passes the superior societies of the spirit-home. 
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Thus it is that all preserve an order in their lives 
and situations; and thus it is tliat tlieir ap})roa(*h to 
cacii other is graduated according to the nnlblling 
of the spiritual senses and faculties to the external. 
They represent the circular and spiral forms ; for 
there exists among tlieiri a uniform and also an as- 
cending movement. And one is continually unfold- 
ing the possessions of another, even as from the germ 
are unfolded the body and the dower. And even as 
the dower perpetuates the s])ecies of the plant, so does 
the superior society pervade the lower ones, and is con- 
Btantly introducing them into its own vast possessions ; 
and thus all go onward to a still higher Sphere of spirit- 
ual and intellectual elevation. 
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CHAPTER X\riIL 

SYNOPSIS OF THE IDEAS PRESENTED. 

Coi ekidge's intellect must have been endowed with 
insight, for no poet ever more forcibly pictured th€ 
great truth of primordial developments - 

“ Contemplaut Spirits! ye that hover o’er 
Witii un tired gaze the immeasurable fount 
Ebullient with creative Deity! 

And yo of plastic power, that interfused 
Roll through the grosser and inatc'rial mass 
la organizing surge ! Holies of God!” 

The first goings fortli or out-birtlis from the great 
celestial Center arc essential oceans of matter. These, 
after due elaboration or gestation, give birth to suns — 
and become cognizable to the outward senses of man. 
These suns become centers, or mothers, from which 
earths are born, with all the elements of matter, and 
each minutest particle infused with the vivifying, 
vitalizing s]nrit of tlie parent Formator. Tlie Essences 
of heat or (ire — tdectricity, etherium, magnetism — are 
all the natural or outward manifestations of the pro- 
ductive energy, the vitalizing Cause of all existences. 
It pervades all substances, and animates all forms. 

The order of pi’ogressioii of solid matter is from the 
lower to the higher, from the crude to the refined, from 
the simple to the complicated, from the imperfect ‘‘othe 
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perfect — but in distinct degrees or congeries. That is, 
tlie lower must iirst bo developed, to elaborate the 
matorials and prepare the way for the liigber. Thus, 
after the sun gave birth to the earth — and the sai 'A^ of 
all other planets — by the action of tlie vitality within 
the particles of matter, and its constant emanation ia 
the form of iieat, light, electricity, ifcc. — first from the 
great Central sphere to the sun, and thence to the 
earth, acting upon the granite and otlier rocks, with 
the atmosphere, the water, and other compound and 
simple elements — new compounds were formed, possess- 
ing the vital principle in sufiicient quantities to give 
detijiite forms, as crystallization, organization, motion, 
life, sensation, intelligence — the last being the highest 
or ultimate attribute of ])roduction on our earth, and 
possessed or readied to jierfection only by man. 

A glance at the progress of matter in the production 
of our eartli and its inhabitants, will serve as an illus- 
tration of the same process and progress of worlds in 
tlie vast expanse oi* the universe, that are perpetually 
and incessantly being lirought into existence, and ulti- 
rnating tlie gi’and object of the whoh^ — namely, to 
develop and perfect individualized, self-conscious, ever- 
existing, immortal spirits, that shall be in the “ image 
and likeness ’’ of tlie Central Cause, and dwell forever 
in the Summer Sjiheres of sjiacie. 

I now recapitulate the [irocess of the earth’s origin. 
Within tlie cinaimference of the sun, elementary par- 
ticles of matter gather around a nucleus, whi(jh con- 
tinues to aggregate and increase in dimension and 
variety of parts, in its perpetual and endless rove utioua 
and evolutions, gradually advancing toward the outei 
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surface of this fiery orb, as it increases in complexity 
and density, until it approaches the extreme verge of 
tile sun ; when, by the impetus or centrifugal forc.e it 
has attained, from its more compact structure and con- 
sequent increase of specific gravity, it breaks loose from 
its parent and flies off at a tangent into illimitable 
space. If a liall of lead and another of cotton of the 
same size be tied each to a string, and whirled violently 
around until the strings break, tlie lead ball will fly off 
in almost a straight line, for a long distance, before it 
makes a curve toward the earth ; while the cotton ball 
will perform a graceful curve from the moment it 
bleaks loose, and soon falls to the ground. The experi- 
ment will illustrate the movements of a planet, when, 
first thrown off from the sun (being much more dense) ; 
or, in other words, it will account for the eccentric 
movement of comets, which, in fact, are new-born and 
baby earths or planets. The extreme tenuity, fluidity, 
and rarefaction of its particles, and its consequent 
feeble cohesive attraction, and its irregular orbital 
and axillary movements, give the new earth elongated, 
attenuated, and many various forms, as presented to the 
beholder on another planet. Sometimes it happens 
that the caudal (extremity gets so “ long drawn out,” 
and so far from the center of gravity— the proper 
polarity or axis not being yet fully established — that a 
part or parts become detached or broken off. Tho 
detached parts become meteoric bodies, or else ‘‘satel- 
lites,” which continue to revolve around and within the 
orbit of the new earth. Our earth has one belt of these 
meteoric pa?'aslte.^. Other planets several. 

In the lapse of ages, the attractive and repulsive, or 
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the centripetal and centrifugal forces become equalized, 
tlie particles of matter have formed more intimate asso- 
ciations, the outer surfaces liave locked up a large por- 
tion of the free caloric within the embrace of their own 
substance, and have consequently condensed and har- 
dened — a globular form has succeeded the oblate 
sphere, with its spinal extremity, and a rrgalar orbit is 
defined and maintained. Oxygen and nitrogen have 
united in the proper pro]>ortions to form the atnio- 
B}>here ; oxygen and hydrogen have combined to form 
water; oxygen and silicon have entered into an ada- 
mantine embrace to form quartz rock ; oxygen and car- 
bon have formed a tri]>artite union with calcium, ])ro- 
ducing immense bods of carboniferous lime-stone. 
IS'^u morons otiier combinations of oxygen with gases, 
nulals, and other elements — and these again combining 
with otlier simj)le or compound substances, have brought 
out of this vast amorphous mass of elementary materi- 
als, as tliey existed in an intensely heated and rarelied 
state, wlien hrst thrown oil from tlu^ sun, new, and 
more solid, and more pcrmaiKMit forms. 

In all this beautiful, harmonious, and ever-progres- 
sive plan of productive allinities, oxygen plays a very 
cons])i<nious part, as a positive, energizing, vitalizing 
]>rinciple, elcctridty, Galvan ism, and magnetism being 
different developments of the j>rinciple. It 

a])[)ears to have gras])cd and to have held fast within 
its embrace the very germs of vitality. Phosphorus is 
another form of its tangible development, not yet 
understood by chemists or physiologists. No living 
])lant or animal can exist without it. It is always 
found in the seeds and germinal principles, an ’ in the 
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Biibstanees of the brain and nerves, bat in no otlier part 
of vegetables or animals, as entering into an organic 
compound. 

In the course of time, when the waters had sub- 
sided,” the heat and light emanating continually from 
cue sun — upon the waters of the seas, and In rain, and 
mist, and dew — acted upon the surfaces of the granite 
and otlier rocks, abrading, decomposing, and uniting 
with their elements to produce other new compounds 
of a more refined and perfect nature. Thus, large beds 
of gelatinous matter were formed in shallow pools 
beneath the water level, and a slimy coating upon the 
surfaces of the rocks above the water. [See Great 
Ilarmonia^ vol. 5, Part III.] Thus soil was first 
formed — a preparation, elaboration, and combination 
of material, susceptible of develoyiing vegetable life, 
marine and terrestrial. The first vegetable forms 
springing from these slimy rocks wu?re simple, and not 
defined in their structure, being lichens, or cry[)t()ga- 
mous ]>lant8, about seventy per cent, of whose substance 
is gelatin. 

As one forcible cviden(*.e of the fact of vegetables first 
originating from the elements of the rock on which they 
germinate, and from the heat, light, atmosphere, and 
moisture, is, that each ro(dv of difierent chemical (Com- 
position, when exposea to these influeiuces, will ]>roduce 
i moss peculiar to itself, and the same rock, in any 
latitude where it can grow, will always produce a plant 
of the same specnes, and each plant in its turn, of the 
thousands of classes, orders, genera, sj>ecies, and varie- 
ties now in existence, will invariably produce an ani- 
malcule, or insect, pecculiar to itseb'. These are facts 
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tliat have been abundantly substantiated by the most 
scientific naturalists of the age. 

The first forms of vegetation were brought into 
being, and perfected in their kind — elaborating from 
their own substance a germ or nucleus of vitality with 
the impress of its own individuality, inclosed within a 
receptacle capable of preserving and sustaining it, till 
the favorable action of the elements (in heat, light, 
moisture, and the soil) could bring forth from each 
germ or seed an image and likeness ” of its parent — 
the organized substance or body of the original plant, 
having performed the ultimate object of its existence, 
dies, and the elements of which it is coni])osed mingle 
with tlie tliin soil on the surface of the rocks, adding 
to its substance, increasing its complexity, and refi- 
ning its particles ; so that, with the return of tlie vernal 
equinox, and the genial rays of the sun, not only 
the seeds of tlie old lichen unfold and expand into tlie 
same species, but a new and more complicated plant, 
with distinct and marked differences (perhaps a fern), 
makes its a])])earance, and rears its graceful stem, and 
spi’cads its glossy foliage above the lowly moss. 

Thus the ever-present and ever-active principle of 
\itality and creative Energy, acting and reacting upon 
the materials of our globe, started tin; kingdoms of 
Nature, which have and will ever continue to progress 
— from the simple to the more complicated vef etable 
forms : animalcuhe, infusia, radiata, mollusca, verte- 
brata, and Man as the Ultimate. The lowest and 
imperfect first, and the more conqilex and perfect after, 
in regular progression, but in distinct degrees. Each 
new type being dependent \i\nm all that preceded it for 
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its existence, but yet distinct and different from its pro- 
decessors. 

Tims it requires certain conditions, proportions, and 
eoinbinatiuns of elementary inorganic substances to 
produce a Y(‘geiable — and vegetalde growtli is dependent 
entirely upon elementary regimen — while animals can- 
not be produced or sustained in their existence by 
inorganic or elemeistary matter. The organic com- 
pounds of the blood, muscular fiber, gelatin, skin, hair, 
lutils, or Iiorns, itc., are all formed in exact constituents 
or ])roportions from the elementary particles that enter 
into their (Jom])osition from the vegetable. The vegeta- 
ble kingdom must, therefore, have existed before the 
animal — the vegetable realm being tlie stepping-stone, 
or connecting-link, between the elementary or mineral 
kingdom and the animal. Hence, if the vegetable 
kingdom should by any cause be blotted out from the 
face of the eartli, the animal would soon be annihilated. 

Eacdi type of the endless variety of inorganic; and 
organized substances is but a link in the great chain 
of cause and ellect, and each type or s])ecies is so marked 
and distinct as easily to ])e distinguished, and each 
variety and unity of the human specaes is so indelibly 
stamped with its own perfected individuality as to be 
recognized from the myriads of the same species. 

Thus fixed, unvarying, and universal laws of the 
Fatlier govern and regulate all his universe. Through- 
out all the ramifications of the Sjfiritual, physical, and 
celestiab eternal unity, order, and harmony reigns— con- 
(‘eption, develo])ment, pi‘c^gression, and perfection mark 
all things, and all ])oint with irresistible force of reason 
and demonstration to the immortality of the Spirit. 
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In taking this philosophical view of the plan and 
progress of Nature and the works of God, how grand, 
how sublime, how comprehensive, how rational and 
satisfactory — to the independent-thinking and inquiring 
mind, who wishes to have a reason for the faith that 
is within him ” — how perfectly are the love and wisdom 
and justice of the Father and Mother conjugated and 
displayed I And how real, conclusive, and overwhelm- 
ing the evidence — appealing directly to the senses, the 
intellect, and the affections — of the self-conscious, 
immortal existence and progressive happiness of the 
“spirit” that is within us! The human race being the 
last and highest development of earth, and mind the 
only organism possessing reason and intelligence that 
examines and investigates all that is beneath and around 
itself, and that has a consciousness of the future — 
endeavoring to raise or draw aside the thin, semi- 
transparent vail that hangs, suspended between tlie 
physical and spiritual existence — analogy, “ reasoning 
from what we know,” points directly not only to the 
probability, but to the absolute certainty and necessity 
of a future existences called the Summer Land. 

All organic forms below man not only produce their 
like, but the substance of their material foims mingle 
with previously formed compounds, to produce a new 
and distinct type superior to itself. But the human 
type has no superior development^ and there is no retro- 
gression in the works of Nature. Each new unfolding 
is superior to the preceding. Man, then, is destined 
for other and higher Spheres. In those Spheres, or 
new states of existence, man’s spirit must present net 
only an “ image and likeness ” of Nature and God, but 
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a coiiBciousness of identity and individual selfliood, 
I'eoling and knowing this, he should so live while in 
this rudimentary and preparatory state of existence, 
that all his physical, intellectual, moral, and spiritual 
structure, formation, growth, and maturity, be fully 
developed, cultivated, and perfected ; so that when the 
mortal puts on immortality,” and seeks ‘‘ a home in 
the heavens,” it can expand into a celestial life, without 
spot or blemish to mar its beauty or impede its progrofli 
in bliss and glory eternal. 
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